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Abstract

This study attemptz to identify and delineate the under-
lying dynamies of chance affecting the course of Creek Indian
history during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
with particular reference to the Creesk War of 1813=14%. The
analysiz ig based primarily on publicghed source materials of
the period and recent scholarly works, considered in the
context of modern santhropological perspectives. In addition
to the obvious factor of the physical expanzion of white
settlement during this period, several other interrelated
forces for Creek social change have been tentatively ldenti-
fied. These are: an increase in the native populationg
increasing dependence by the Creeks on commercial hunting and
white trade goods; a variety of stresses in the economics of
trade; decline of the traditional horticulturasli institutions
of the Creeksi tensions between military and civil leaders
and between ftown and confederacy levels of orzanization in
Creek soclety, aggravated by efforts of the United States
government and others to manipulate Creek political life;
and fundamental incompatibility of politico~economic accome
modation and magico-military resistance as strategies of
adaptation to externmal forces which were adopted by different
factions of the Creeks, The study concludes with an essen-
tially materialist interpretation of Creek social change and
the genesis of the Creek War of 1813-14, in which accultura-
tional factors per se appear secondary to general economic
and political forces for confliet and change in the subjuga-
tion of native peoples by representatives of Western Euro-
pean civilization. Although the analysis and interpretation
presented in this study must be resarded as tentative, the
framework permits the identification of problems and genera=-
tion of hypotheses emenatle to verification or falsification
in future research on Creek social and cultural change,
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Abstract

This study attempts to identify and delineate the under-
l¥ing dynamics of change affeeting the course of Creek Indian
history during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
with particuler reference to the Creek War of 1813-14%. The
analysis is based primarily on published source materials of
the period and recent scholarly works, considered in the
context of modern anthropoleogical perspectives. In addition
to the obvicus factor of the physical expansion of white
asttlement during this period, several other interrelated
forces for Creek social change have been tentatively identi-
fied, These are: an increase in the native populationt
increasing dependence by the Crecks on commercisl hunting and
while trade goods; a variety of stresses in the economics of
trade; decline of the traditional horticultural institutions
of the Creeks; tensions between militery and civil leaders
and between town and confederacy levels of organization in
Creek society, agrravated by efforts of the United Stales
government and others to manipulate Creek political 1ife;
and fundamental incompatibility of politico-economic accom-
modatlon and magico-military resistance as strategies of
adaptation to externmal forces which were adepted by different
factions of the Creeks. The study concludes with an essen-
tially materialist interpretation of Creek social change and
the genesis of the Creek War of 1813-14, in which accultura-
tional factors per se appear secondary to general econcmic
and pelitical forces for conflict and change in the subjuga-
tion of native peoples by representatives of Western Euro-
pean civilization. Although the analysis and interpretation
presented in this study must be regarded as tentative, the -
framework permits the identification of problems and genera-
ticn of hypotheses amenable to verification or falsification
in future research on Creek sociel and culturel change,
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Introduection

The initial objective of this research was to examine
in broad detall the acculturation and political organization
of the Creek Indians during the period 1796-1832, as back-
ground for the Creek war of 1813-14, Definition of the time
period to be studied was arbitrarily set by what appeared
to be two critically important historical events, Benjamin
Hawking*® appointment ag Indian agent for the Southeast in
1796 was celected as a beginning date for this investigation,
The year 1832 was chosen as the ending date because the
So~called Creek Removal Treaty was signed in that year,

As we proceeded in the examination of the historical ang
ethnographic sources it became clear that both the topical
scope and the historical period of the research needed to be
reconsidered, given the time constraints (approximately one
year} for the completion of the study. 4 detailed investi-
gation of acculturation in all aspects of Creek culture dure
ing the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries would not be
PosSible at the present time and probabiy would be superfluopus.,
Swanton’s va.ric‘us gtudies of the Creeks {e.g. 1922, 1528a)
remain the standard in ethnohistorical reconstruction of
Creek culture. Little could be gained by attempting to
improve upon Swanton's salvage ethnography of the Creeks.

Perhaps more importantly, it soon became clear that some
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aspects of Creek lndian lifeways in the eighteenth anad early
nineteenth centuries were more directly relevant to an under-
standing of processes of change and adaptation than were
others,. Thus, several major "compartments” of Creek culture,
guch as religion and child~rearing, are dealt with only
indirectly in this report. It should be understocd that

this study dees not pretend to represent a total ethnography
of the Craeks during the period under investigation., Weaeither
is this report a detailed historical study of the events
surrounding the Creek War of 1813-14. Early works by Fickett
(1851), Woodward {1859), and Halbert and Ball {1895) provide
lively, detailed accounts of important events in the politi-
cal and military history of the Creeks and the Creek War,

More recently, studies such as those by Debo {1941}, Cotterill
(1554), Young {1961} and Doster (1974} stand as excellent
examples of the application of modern historical secholarship
to the understanding of the dispogsession of the Creeks and
their relations with the United States Government, Appendix B
presents a brief chronological outline of important events

in Creek history.

What this study has attempted, is to identify the major
demographic, econcomic, social, and cultural dynamiecs under-
lying preocesses of change among the Creek Indlans prior to
their removal te Oklahoma in the 1830's. Our appreach has
been cne of combining historical materials, earlier scholarly
interpretations, and ethnographic data in the context of

contemporary anthropological perspectives to produce an



ethnohistorical analysis of the socic-cultural system emer-
gent.in the interaction between Creeks, Europeans, Americans,
and other Indian groups. In cur efforts to understand the
factors determining the course of change among the Creek
Indians we have been guided by a number of very general con-
giderations., Pirst, we have made the aseumption that the
actions of the Creek Indianz presented 1ln the historical
racord can hest be understood as adaptive responses to pres-
gures of the existing physleal and social envircnment.

Al though prominent historical figures may have been the instru-
ments for the playing out of various adaptive strategles
employed by different sezments of the Creek population, the
basic forces affecting the course of change were of a
depersonglized, cumulative nature, locking Indians and whites
in a complex network of relationships which was beyond the
control of either, BSecondly, while focusing our attention

on the Creek Indians we were guided, nonetheless, by the

general view contained in Red, White, and Elack (Hudson 1971)

that "the 014 South" has been treated by wvarious branchss of
scholarship in a way which is far too compartmentalized and
Taile to comprehend the 0ld South as a culturally pluralistiec,
complex social system. Thus, in some senses studying Creek
hietory per se artificially extracts but one element in the
total system -- the Creek people. Finally, complementing

the "adaptational response model”™ which we have adopted for
understanding overall patterns of change, we have been

inspired by the recent writings of political anthropologists,
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in particular Railey {1569), for interpreting the mechanics
of power and influence among the Creeks during the period
under investigation.

In order to accompliszh our geals, the original time
periecd, 1796-1632, was found to be somewhat inappropriate.
Despite the influence which Benjamin Mawkins may have had,
the fundamental processes for change 1n Creek society must
be traced back to at least the early eighteenth century,
if they are toc be properiy understood. Conversely, from a
purely analytical standpoint, events in the twenty years
following the Creek War of 1813-14 may be viewed as merely
the Tinal, tragic "winding down" of economic and political
processes begun a century earlier, Consequently, we have
devoted somewhal less attentlon to the post-War period than
originally intended; however, detailed ethnohistorical
resea}ch on this periocd should be conducted in the future
in order to provide anthropological background for the under-
standing of wodern Creek history.

As called for in the original proposal, this research
has depended primarily on published reports, documents, and
studies, However, a number of archival scurces were utilized
as well, Source materials were consulted at the following
locations:

1. Robert Manning Sirozier Library,
Florida State University

Z, Florida State Library, Tallahassee, Florida
3. F.K., Yong Library, University of Florida

L, Amelia Gayle Gorgas Library,
University of Alabama



xii
5, Alabama Department of Archives and History,
Montesomery, Alabama
6. Ethnographic Archives, Kuseum of
Natural History,
Smithsonian Institute

7. United States National Archives,
Washington, D.C.

Notes were recorded on 5% X 8" cards and filed according to
a coding system developed specifically for this study. A
complate, catalogued set of Xerox copies of the collection
of approximately 1,500 note cards has been deposlited with
the Southeast Archeological Center, National Park Service at
Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida. Alsc on
file at the Center is the complete bivtliography of published
sources for this study, including over one hundred items
consulted but not directly cited in this report.

The pressure of time and limitations of resocurces have
not permitted us to prepare as detailed analysis of processes
of Creek Indian social and culiural change as we ideally
would 1like, Nevertheless, it iIs hoped that our interpreta-
tion of the materials compiled in this report will serve as
a useful framework for the generation ¢f new questions and
hypotheses for the study of social change among the Creeks

and other American Indians by historians and anthropologists.



Chapter I: Demographic Dacksround

The first documented contact between Eurcpeans and
peoples whose desgeendants would become the Creek Nation was
between the DeSoto expedition of 1539-4%0 and Nuskogee towns
aof southeastern Georgia {Swantaon 1922:118}. 1In the century
and a half that followed there was aspparently relatively
little contact with Europeans, During this long period, it
is rather uncertain ss to what socio=-cultural changes were
occurring in Creek life, but it would not be unusual, given
our knowledge of the effects of white contact in other parts
of the Korth American continent, to assume that the intro-
duction of European goods through aboriginal trade networks
was lncreasing,., In addition, there were probably important
changes in the Creek population characteristiecs. Peterson
(1975} hae discussed the possibility that the native situa-
tion encountered by seventeenth and eighteenth century
European settlers in the Sputheast was not truly representa-
tive of aboriginel conditions, He suggests that during the
period from initial, temporary contacts with whites to the
teginnings of intensive white settlement, there may have
been major changes in the population and socio-political
structure of many of the tribes of the Southeast, brought
about by the introducticn of Eurcpean diseases and the

general impact of European settlement in peripheral areas,




At any rate, by the mid-1700*'s the English coloniy of Georgia
was established on the eastern edze of Creek territory and
there were Spanigh and French population ecenters to the
south and southeast of the Creeks. By this time the Creeks
had removed from the Augusta and Savanneh areas of eastern
Gegrgia, This movement was in part 2 repercussion ¢f the
Yamassee War of 1715, At the beginning of the nineteenth
century Creek territery was confined to western Georgia and
most of Alabama. Map 1 shows the distribution of Creck
towns during the peried concernmed with in this report., By
the mid-eighteenth century the Creeks were already identi-
fied as being divided into two basic groups: the Lower
Creeks, cccupying towns along the Flint and Chattahoochee
Rivers, and the Upper Creeks, who were settled along the
Coosa and Tallapoosa Rivers, primarily in Alabama but also

with towng in western Ceorgia,

Population: 1755-1800

In the Edmund Atkin Report of 1755 (Jacobs 1954:43) the
population of gunmen withir the Creek Mation {(that is, &
count of all able-bodied men) was as follows: Upper Creeks,
1,180: Lower Creeks, 1,200; and "Savarnoces” (probably Shaw-
nees}, 185, giving a total of 2,565 men in the Creek Nation
in 1?755. Forty-five years later, according the Hawkins®
census of 1799, the Lower (reeks numbered %30 gurmen and the
Upper Creeks, 1,111, giving a total of 1,5%1 {Swanton 1522:

435-437). Unfortunately, all the available census figures
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for the Creeks up through the time of Hawkins are presented
only as numbers ¢f men, sometimes furmen, sometimes hunters,
and nelther all towns nor sven the same fowns were counted,
Thus, it is very difficult to have precise figures on the
total population of the Creek Nation prior to 1799.

However, one source provides the general gtatement that prior
to the Creek War of 1813, the total population of the Creek
Wation did not exceed 25,000 souls {Niles Weekly Register
Decenber 5, 1818:271). Likewise, Swan in 1760 estimated
that the fifty-iwo towns comprising the Creek Nation con-
tained approximately 25,000 to 30,000 "souls,” of which five
to six thousand were reported to be warriors (Swan 1855:263),
By 1803, Zenjamin Hawkine estimated that the Creeks within
the United Statest jurisdiction did not exceed 3,500 gurmen,
and estimated that the number of Semineoles and Creeks in
Spanish territory numbered approximately 1,000 gunmen

(Forbes 1931:27%), In addition to¢ their incompletenegg, the
validity of these population figures must be understood in
the 1ight of conditions of the time and the difficulties oT
compiling an accurate census of native peoples at this time
in an area relatively free from Euro-Americarn domination.
(Even in the twentieth century, it is well recognized by the
United States Census Eureau that determining accurate popu-
lation figures, particularly for minority groups, is a diffi-
cult procedure,} DMonetheless, by using a gunmen:total PoU-
lation ratio of 1:4.0 derived from Swan (1855:263),% we

estimate the total Creek population in Atking* time {1755)



as £,978 individuals. Comparing this approximation for 1755
to Swan's estimate of 25-30,000 for 1790, the Creek popula-
tion appears to have more than doubled during the last half
of the eighteenth century, However, it is difficult to
determine whether or not some ¢f the later figures might
include whites and Negro slaves living in Creek territory.
If this were true, it would be reagonably important in wview
of the fact that Meek {1857:235) gives 2 population of 500
whites and 250 blacks on the Tensaw and Tombigbee Rivers in
1801, Likewise, another source (Abernethy 1965:1%} indicates
that in 1810 elaves made up nearly forty percent of the
population on the Lower Tombigbee River. The guestion of
the possible inclusion of whites and blacks in Creek popula-
tion figzures aside, it appears reasonably certain that during
the eighteenth century and inte the nineteenth century, the
population of Creek Indians was increasing rather dramati-
cally. As corroboration of this estimate of population
increases, based upon Atkin and Swan, it should be noted
that Swanton's compilations {1922:434-7}, which do not
include the Atkin data, appear to based on & straight 3,5
multiple of population figures of warriors, and Swanton's
figures also show a doubling of Creek population between ca,
1750 and ca. 1790. 1In conclusion, then, it seems reasonably
certain that the Creek Indians were experiencing a rapid
increase in population at precisely the same time that white
settlers were encrecaching on their eastern border, Although

it is difficult to vrovide thorough decumentation from an



ecological standpoint, it should follow That the Creeks were
beginning to experience increasging population pressures as
their numbers swelled and their territory diminished,

In fiew of the fact that the Upper Creeks have been
regarded as the primary instigators of the Creek War of
1813-1814, it is instructive to compare the population
changes of the Upper Creek towns to those of the Lower
towns., Again, using Atkin's censug with 2 multiple fagtor
¢f 3.5, the total population of the Upper Creeks in 1755
may be estimated as 4,778 and the Lower Creeks as 4,200 in
the same year, For the end of the eighteenth century there
are no total ecensuses of Upper and Lower Creeks; those
available include cnly & portion of the towns in each area,
However, using the most complete census of "men* available,
Marbury (Ibid,),” with the multiplier factor of 3.5, we
arrive at an estimetsd population for the Upper Creeks in
1792 of 8,750 but for the Lower Creeks, only 3,868, Thus,
these estimates indicate that the bulk of the populaticon
inecrease in the Creek Nation az a whole occurred ameongst
the Upper Creeks, whose population increased by eighty-three
percent, In fact, acecording to our extrapolations, the
Lower Creeks actually lost in population by 332 individuals
during the thirty-seven years between the Atkin censue and
the Marbury census. It would appear then that the Upper
Creeks were experiencing considerably more population pres-
sure than were the Lower {reeks, who remained relatively

stable in their population., Kowever, we must hagsten to
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caution that the census figures are subject to considerable
veriation as a result of differences in the numbers of towns
included, as evidenced by Swanton's compilation of censuv=zes
through the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
wherein there is a wide variation in the number of towns
which were inciuded. A summary adaptation of Swanton’s
table of censuses incorporating the more recently published
Atkin data is shown in Table I: also refer to detailed

projections of population trends contained in Appendix A.

Population: 1811-1E845

Following the defeat of the Creeks and the establish-
ment of United 5States supremacy over the Creek Nation in
1814, census figures are probably considerably more reliable
in that nearly all of the towns are included in later United
States censuses, and accurate population counts were neces-
sary for implementing the removal of Creeks to Oklanoma, In
1825 the number of Creeks remaining in Georgia and Alabama
was estimated as 20,000 {Niles Weekly Register February 5,
1825:364), At this time, only a small vortion of the Creeks
{approximately 3,000) had relocatsd to the Weet (Ibid.).
Thus, eleven years following the Creek War, the number of
Creeks appears to be roughly the same as it wac immediately
before the war. However, earlier in 1818 a number of sources
(Ibid.:266} indicate a population of perhaps only 16,500,
One source states “the entire population of the Creeks,
prior to the elvil war among them, concluding in 1815,

was upward of twenty thousand at present, it does not exceed



Table I: Creek Population During the 18th
and Early 19th Centuries
{Based on Swanton [1922:434.447])

Authority 155; .EEEEEWarriﬁgggz Pop%%g%%on
Spanlsh manuseript 1738 1306 757 73220
French census 1750 . Bés 398 4,820
Atkins 1755 1365 1200 8,978
French census 1760 2575 1030 12,618
Geg;‘iﬂeggéﬂniﬂ 17681 13%0 Y 72 560
Taitt 1772 715 470 4,148
jarbury 1792 2500 1105 12,618
Hawkins 1799 1111 430 5,094

U,S. census 18132 147320 7L08 21,733



half that number" (Kiles Weekly Register December 5, 1818:
266}. S0, apparently the Creeks suffered considerable
losses during the Creek War, but they had recovered aimost
to their pre-war populétian lavel by 1825, This trend
continued, and by the censue of 1833 the Upper Creeks num-
bered 14,142 (ineluding 445 NHegro slaves) and the Lower
Creeks, 8,522 (including 557 Kegro slaves), yielding a total
population for the Creek Nation as a whole of 22,0666, It is
important te neote that this 1833 gensus ingludes individuals
who were already living at that time in Oklahoma {Schoolcraft
1860:216). During the 1830's the program to remove the
Creeks to Oklahoma was accelerated considerably, and by 1843,
according to the report of the Commissicner of Indian Affairs
(U.3., Commissioner of Indian Affaeirs:Annual Report of 1845:
448}, only about 160 Creeks remained in Alabema and Georgia.3

In summary, despite problems in the guality of the avail-
able data, the evidence suggests that from at leaat the mid-
eighteentn century teo the time of the Creek War of 18173-14,
the total population of the Creek Kation urderwent a rapid
increase, However, the bulk of this increase was by the
tipper Creeks, while the Lower Creeks in feect may have been
losing population, Following the Creek War there was an
initial decrease in the population of the Creek Hation, but
within at east twenty years the total populetion had recov-
ered to approximately its pre-war level,

It is suggested here that one of the important ecological
Torces bearing upen the Creek people durings the eritical

period immediately preceeding the Creek War wag their own




rapidly expanding population. Such peopulation changes
appear to have peen meost pronounced amongst those who were
the farthest removed from intensive white settlement,

namely the Upper Creeks, Therefore, we tentatively state
that an increase in populstion was one factor which precipi-
tated the Creek War. At the very least, population increase
was a factor to which Creek society as a whole had to adapt.
It remsins to be seen whether this apparent increase in
population, particuwlarly in the Upper towns, actuslly was

straining the available rescurces of the Cresk economy,
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Footnotes

1. Adeccording to Swan (1855:263) "the useless old men, the
women and children may be reckoned ag three times the number
Df guﬂ-ll'lﬂﬂ.. LN | '

2. See Appendix A for further expliecation,

a, For comparative purposes it might be usgeful to note

that MeNickle (1972:1789) gives the 1969 population of Creek
Indians in Oklehoma as 16,640, This is probably an underes-
timate which excludes Creek lndiany and Creek descendants
incorpeorated in the general population of the United States.
Also, MNcNicklets figure probably does not include the several
hundred Eastern Creeks of Alabama, Florlda, and Georgia.



Chapter II: Subsistence and Zconomy

The most fundamental aspect of any cultural system is
the means of vroduction and the distribution of gpoods and
services within the soclety. The purpose of this chapter
is to examine in broad outline the basis of subsistence
amongst various elements of the Creek Fation during the late
eizghteenth century, through the Creek War, and into the
removal period., In particular, we will be concerned with
the Impact of white contact on Creek economy in the late
eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,

The towrs of which the Creek lNation was comprised
presumably had as thelr aboriginal subsistence base the same
general kind of economy cheracteristic of much of the native
Southeast: fairly intensive maigze cultivetion supplemented
by other plants znd seasscnal fishing and hunting. Tynicelly,
the towns of the Creek Indians cultivated both individual
family plots and town plantatiens, The community as a whole
worked the town plantaticn, but individual plots were iden-
tified for separate kin groups., In addition to individual
granaries, each town maintained under the direction of its
micco, or head man, a publiec granary which was for the pur-
pose of accommodating "strangers and travelers, to provision
the men who went on military expeditions, to assiet families

whose own supply had given out, and to fill any other publie
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need* (Debo 1941:20), Women were primarily responsible for
the private garden plots {Ibid.:1%) but men apparently also
worked in the town tract or plantation, During much of the
fall and early winter, the able-bodled men were dispersed
in the town's hunting territories in search of game,

In addition to aboriginal crops, at a fairly early date
such European introduced domesticates as rice, peach trees,
and potatoes were grown by some Creeks., Although the Lower
Creeks are generally characterized as having adopted more of
"white culture” than did the Upper Creeks {e.,gz. Eastern
lational Parks and Konuments Associstion; 1971}, by the late
gighteenth century white-introduced plants were reported for
a number of the Upper Creek towns as well, At that time
mest Upper towns had in their midst at lemst some indivi-
duals, a2lbeit sometimes white traders married to Indian
women, who ware Erowing exotic crops. Table II shows the
distribution by towns of European crops and domesticated
animals, along with the presence of Negro slaves, in the
Creek Katicn at the end of the eighteenth century. While it
is glear from this table that a larger percentage of the

Lower towns already pogsessed traits of Eurcpean agricul ture

and animal husbandry, a large number of Upper Towns as well had

at leasi some familiarty witkh these innovations.

Although it is difficult to ascertain exactly when
European agricultural products became incorvorated into the
farming vatterns of the Creeks, it iz clear that by the late
eighteenth century these foreizn items were relatively

widespread amongst both the Upper and Lower Creeks, During
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the latter halfl of the eighteenth and intoc the nineteenth
century, the aboriginal subsistence base of horticulture,
hunting, gathering, and fishing seems to have been irn a
state ¢f lux. In these years various white travelers
among the Indians differed considerably in their character-
ization of the farming vractices of the towns of the Cregsks.
In 1799, Pznjamin Hewkins reported that in the town of
Che=au-heu {Chiaha}, "they have fine stocks of cattle,
horses and hoge, and they raise corn, rice and potatoes, in
great plenty" (Hawkina 1B48:64). In contrast, Pope (1792:
64) reported at the Lower town of Cussatee (Koosati?) that:

Agrieulture among the Creeks is littie under=-
stood zand less practiced. I know of but one Han
in the whole Nation, who possesses tolerable in-
dustry, and that is a private Citizen, ece2lled the
Bully, whe from a very humble Beginning hath
accumulated an easy Fortune, consisting of the
follewing Species of Property, viz Of Negroes,
16 ken, 19 Women and 26 Children, 0f Horses,

% Studs, 32 Gildinge, 127 Mares, and £3 Colts.
0f black Cattle, 19 Bulls, 58 Steers, 326 Cows,
and 132 Calves. Of Hogs, about 300 Head; besides
Household Furniture, Peltray and Store Goods,

to & very consliderable Amount.

1n addition, Pope (Ibid.:60-62) reports a lengthy harangue
by one ¢f the religious leaders of the Lower Creeks delivered
to representatives of Coweta, Broken Arrow and Kasihta towns,
deploring the econtmie (and sociml)} laxity of his listeners:

A long rainy Season had rendered their Flelds so
quaggy that all Cultivation was impracticable;

they durst not even venture to cut down the tall
rank Weeds which towered above their Corn. In

the zeneral Distress an old Conjuror, of the Kame
of Senetahawgco stept forth inte the Sgquare, and
thus harrangued the listening Crowd:

#en & Warriors of Coweta, Broken-Arrow & Cussates,
The great God of Thunder and Lightning and of Rain,
who stands upon the aerial EBattiements of Heawven,
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heth raised his angry terrifonous Voice, and with
the Lightnings fiashing from hls Eyes, hath rent
the Sosom of the Cloudst He hath hidden the Sun
behind the Moon, and covered her face with a
dear-3kin; with the Tails of numercus Beavers, he
hath conceal’d the twinkling Stzrst We have been
Traitors to our Geod, to Hippo ilk BMeceo, to Lauce
Washingtoni We have rejected the good Talk of
nippo 1tk Meco, and listened to the lying Chero-
kees! We have infringed the Treaty with Lauco
Washington in gstealing Horses from his Children!
Qur young FKen refuse to hunt: - their Guns are
rusty and their Hatchets dulli They sell their
Horses, Cloaths and silver Ornaments for Rum,
Qur Women laugh at ug end refuse to work: they
are Prostitutes and suckle the Children of White
kenl Our Ken are worse than the Excrement of Dogs
or Spaniards: = Qur Women viler than the Urine of
Fole~Cats or the vomit of Buzzardsl For these
Causes are our Fields drenched by the angry Clouds
of the Firmament,

When will the gladsome Rays of Sel return
and dessicate our flooded Fields? Ah! never till
in Dust and Ashes we repent, and forsake our evil
Ways. Dblen and Warriors let us confess our Faults
and amend cur Manners; and then Sawgee Futchehassee
will forgive us, and bid the sun to shew himsels,
and with a genial Warmth revive our drooping Corn.-
My Sons, I'm very old and chilliy; the kiarrow ol my
Sonesg is dry, and scarcely creeps the Slood along
these ¥Yeins, which once in rapid Currents flow'd -
I want a Keg of Rum.- ¥y Daughters, 1 have fasted
for three Days and Nights, and invoked my God in
your EBehalf.- I am hungry as a Wolf.- T want to
eat some Hog and Hominy,

The tone of the foregoing speech seems to suggest a
maligning of the asgsembled crowd for veering from their
traditional ways. However, it is important to note the posi-
tive references to a treaty with ¥Washington, guns, rum, and
hatchets., 1In addition, the final, dramatic line of the
conjurorfs speech makes reference to hig desire fér not
only the Indian food hominy, but also for hogs. Perhaps
This is indicative of the extent to which Buropean-derived

animals and plants had been integrated into the general
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subsistence pattern of the Creeks. Finally, in 1732 Pope
describes in somewhat pejorative terms, the horticultural
practices of the Creeks at Kasihta and Eroken-Arrow towns,
noting that the Indians =till were planting in hills; that
twenty or thirty grains of corn were thrown inte each hole
and were not thinned thereafter; and +that the Creeks reifusad
to use the plow, referring to it as a "horse trap," continu-
ing to use ohly weeding hoes. [Nonetheless, Pope observed
that they had begun to build fork and rail fences to keep
out horned cattle {presumably wild or half-wild varieties)
and tethered their own horses, hogg, and other livestock to
trees, stumps, and stekes {(Ibid.:62=3}. In hig travels
through Creek country in the late 1790's, Hawkins often
noted that the towns had their fields fenced, but he often
disparaged the fences as only sultable for keeping out cettle
(Hawkins 1848:31 ff.).

Although it is difficult to generalize on the farming
practices of the nearly one hundred Creek towns at the end of
the eighteenth century, it appears that many of the Upper
towns of the Creek Nation were undergoing dragtic changes in
their basic economy, The native horticultural institutions,
such as the town plantations, probably were in decline, yet
a full European-style agricultural complex, particularly in
regard to domesticated animals, had not been adopted by the
Creeks despitie their earlier acceptance of such European
intreoductions as fruit trees and cattle. The general state

of agriculture and animal husbandry among the Upper Creeks,
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including the mixed-bloods, was often deplored by Hawkins
in his record of his 1799 tour of Creek country, For
example, he writes of the town of Qtelapofe {Ibid,:35-40);

ess081led by traders, hickory ground. It is
on the left bank of the Coosau.., the fields are
on the right side. #%#* Thesze people, are some of
them, industriou=s. They have foriy gun men, near-
ly three hundred cattle, and scme horses and hogsy
the family of the general Alexander KeGillivray
belong to this town: he left one son and two
dauzhterss the son is in Scotland, with his grand=-
father, and the daushters with Sam Mac-naec, a half
hreed, their uncle; the property is muech of it
wasted, The chiefs have regquested the asent for
Indian affeirs, to talte charge of the property for
the son, to prevent ite being wasted hy the sisters
of the general, or by their children. Wrs. Durant,
the oldest sister, has eight children. 3Zhe is
industrious but has no economy or management, In
possession of fourteen working negroes, she seldom
makes enough bread, and they live poorly. She can
spin and weave and is making some feeble elfort to
obtain eclothing for her family. The other sister,
Sehol, has about thirty negroes, is extravagant
and heedless, neither spins nor weaves, and has no
zovernment of her family. 35She has one son, David
Tale [Tate?] who has been educated In Philadelphia
and Scotland. He promises %o do better,

Hawkins presents a description of the principal Upper
Creek town, Tukabahchee (Ibid.:29-30), which indicates that
this town was no less acguainted with livestock than were
the Lower Creeks., Indeed, here native farming practices
seem to have suffered considerabvly at the expense of the
people's increasing interest in cattle keeping:

They have one hundred and sixteen gun men belonging
to the town; they were formerly more numerous, but
have heen unfortunate in their wars. ...they have
begun to settle out in the villages for the conven-
lency of stock raising, and having firewood: the
stock which frequent the mossy shoals above the
town, lock well and appear healthy; the Indians
begin to be attentive to them, and are increasing
them by all the means in their power. Several of
them have from fifty to one-hundred, and the town
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furnished seventy good beef pattle in 1799. One
chief, Toolk-au=-bat-che Haujo, has five hundred,
and although apparently very indigent, he never
sells any...he seldom kills less than two large
beeves & fortnight, for his friends and acquaint-
ancegg,

The town is on the decline. Ite appearance
proves the inattention of the inhabitants, It is
badly fenced; they have but 2 few plum trees, and
several clumps of cassine yupon; the land is much
exhausted with continued culture, znd the wood
for fuel is at a great end inconvenient distance,
unless boats or land carriages were in use; it
could bte easily supplied....

#hile the above description suggests thet the people of
“Took=gau-bat-chea” town were disgpersing into smaller settle-
ments of thelr own accord, Hawkins' description of Okfuskee
town states that movement awasy from aboriglinal towns was
expressly urged by the first Creek Indian agent, James
Seagrove., The Okfuskee description (Ibid.:46-48) suggests
that its peovls were faring rather well in the shift from
town horticulture to stock-reising in dispersed viilages:

Ckfuskee with 1ts villages is the largest town
in the nation, They estimate the number ¢of Zun men
of the old town, at one hundred eighty: and two
hundred seventy in the villazesz,..

They have no fences around the town; they have
zome cattle, hogs and horsges, and thelr range is
8 good onei ... the cows which Trequent.., the salt
grass sheoals, are the largest and finest in the
nations they have =some peach trees in the town, and
the cassine yupon [mein ingredient of the ritual
emetic, "Black Drink"], in clumps. The Indians
neve lately moved out and settled in the villages,
and the town will scon be an old field; the setting
out in villages, has been repeatedly pressed by the
agent for Indian affeirs, and with considerable
success; they have seven villages belonging to this
towrn.

1st, Kew-yau-cau., ...Tweniy miles above
Dk-fug«ke., * * =

2d, Tock-au-bat-che tal-lau-has-see. [# mi,
above New Yauka |

3rd, Im-mook-fau, [ﬁ mi, west of Took-au-
bat-che J ...they possess some hogs, cattle and
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horses, and begin to be attentive to them, * * *

4th, Toock=to-cau=gee, [20 mi. above lNew-
yalu=cay | * ® *

5th, Au~che-~nau=-vl=gau. ...this settlement is
the farthest north of sll the Creeks...

6th, Ewpe-gau-gee, ...they have forty settlers
in the village, who have fenced their fields thigs
seasern, for the benefit of their stock, and they
have all of them cattle, hogs and horses, * #* 2
FPour of these wvillages have valuable stocks of
cattle, MeCarthy has one hundred. E-cun-cha=te
E=-naut-lau, cone hundred; Tote-cuh Haujo, one hun-
dred, and Teocos Kiecco, Ttwo hundred,

7th. Sooc-he-ah. [12 mi, above Okfuskee]

It is perhaps instructive to note that Hawkins' desecripe

tions of the non-Creek towns in Creek territory, e.g.
Shawnee and Yuehi, suggest that these "foreign™ towns had
adopted less of the European subsistence products, but their
overall economic conditions were perhaps better than those
of many of the luskogee proper, Likewise, for the non-Creek

town of "Coo=-sau~dee,” Hawkins (Ibid,:35-6) wag very much
impressed by their industry and productiveness;

+vsthey have fields con both gidez of the river,,.
They have some fences, good Bgainst cattls only,
and some families have small patches fenced, near
the town for potatoes,

These Indizns are not Creeks, although they
conform to their ceremcnies: the men work with the
women angd make plenty of corni &ll labtor is done
by the joint labor of all, called publies work,
except gathering in the crop. During the season
of labor, none are exempted from their share of
it, or suffered %o gc hunting.

sevh part of the town moved lately beyond
the Missiggippl, and have settle there... But
a3 they are attracted tec the sweets of 1life, in
having a convenient merket for their oproducts,
it is likely they will soon return to their old
settlements... they have a few hogs, and seventy
or elghty cattle, and scme horses, It is not
more than three years since they had not a hog
amorngz them, Hobert wWalton, who wags then the trader
for the town, gave the women some plgs, and this
is the origin of their stock,
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Although in 1799 Hawkins had not yet begun his major
"givilization® program among the Creeks, he apovears to have
found existing agricultural conditions in the Lower towns
more to his 1iking. He wrote of Che-au=hau (Chieha),
“,ssthey have Tine stocks of cattle and hogs, and they raise
corn, rice, and votatoes, in great plenty" {(Ibid.:64}), His
comments on the pecble of Oconee are likewise complimentary,
but suzgest that there were few livestock in thig Lower town
{Ibid,:65)., OSometimes Hawkins was ambivatent in his regard
for a town’s conditions as in his observations on the condi-
tion and repair of fences at Coweta town {Ibid.:55):

The town has a temporary fence of three poles,

the first on forks, the other two on stakes, good

against cattle only; the town fields are fenced in

like manner; a few of the neighboring fields, de-
teched from the town, have good fences: the tem-
porary, three pole fences of the town, are made

every spring, or repaired in & slovenly manner.

At other points Hawking appears somewhat contradictory, as
in his observations on Evfala {Ibid,:66):

These people are very poor,.. they raise plenty of

corn and rice... several of these lndians have

negroes, taken during the revoluticnary war, and

where they are, there is more industry and better

farme. These negroes were, meny of them given by

the agents of Great Zritain to the Indians, in

vayment for their zervicesS,...

Finaliy, for the largest Lower town, Cussetah (Kasihta},
Hawkins {Ibid.:59)} has little good to say, but attributes
much of their conditien to the fact that of all the towns,
Cussetans had the most contact with whites:
The preople of Cussetah asscclate more than any
other Indians, with their white neighbors, and with-

out obtaining any advantage from it; they know not
the season for planting, or if they do, they never
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avail themgelves of what they know, as they always

plant 2 month Yoo late.

The town with its villages is the largzest in

the Lower Creeks; ithe peoole are, and have been

friendly to white people, and are fond of visiting

them; the old chiefs are very orderly men and much
ogeupied in governing their young men, who are rude

and disorderly, in proportion to the intercourse

they have had with white people; they frequently

complain of the interceurse of their youngz people

with the white people on the frontiers, as being

very prejudicial to their morals; that they are

more rude, more ineclined to be tricky, and more

difficult to govern, than those who do not agsociate,
Hawkinst* snide comment on the planting date of the Cussetans
is perhaps the result of a misunderstanding of the require-
ments of the native horticul tural system.

In summary then, on the eve of the nineteenth century,
the Creekl towns were in varying statez of change from the
native horticultural system to a more complex subsistence
oase, incorporating European domesticated animals and crogs
as well az maize cultivation, However, from the point of
view of Benjamin Hawkins, despite in some casee surprisingly
iarge holdings of livestock, the Creeks were not nearly so
productive nor agricuiturally sophistigated as their Indian
agent would have had them bhe. As noted in the previous chap-
ter, there is evidence that the Creek population was rapidiy
increasing at this time, Although the food basze had been
expanded by the introduction of Iivestock, change in the
native economy may have beern sufficient to exert strain on
Creek food resources. Anecdotally, one observer at the
United States trading post at Coleraine {(in southeastern
Georzia) observed in 1795, "the few inhebitants we hzve seen
coming up the river exhiblt a wretched appearance*(Kattison

FloGe :6"?):
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Unfortunately, in the years between Hawking' very
valuable survey of Creek towns 1n 1799 and the beginning of
the Creek War in 1813, there are very few data on the condi~
tiong of Creek agriculture, For the moment, at least, we
can only gueess that the conditions of native farming were
worsening with continued dispsrsal of the older, large towns
and the changes which accompanied the introduction of live-
stock, particularly among the Upper Creeks, Fut, there was
not yet a full and successful transitiorn to a rural white
type of economy, despite Hawkins efforts at “civilization."
Data for the period immediately following the Creek War are
ambiguous at best, For example, in 1812 at Rooty Creek, one
traveler observed of the Indians there, "They scarcely had
any corn & 11 was wt, difficulty that we prevailed on them
to spare twe baskets, as it was like teking bread out of
their mouths" (Immerarity 1931:67}, In 18168, (aptain Hugh
Young of.the Army*'s Corvs of Topographicazl Engineers wrote
of the Indians that "They would naturally prefer the easy
task ol pecasionally hunting large droves of cattle to the
drudgery of testing the productiveness of the pinelands where
the cattle found abundant pasturage* (Young 1934:102),
However, 1ln 1819 ancther cteerver recorded that he “saw
several neat and flourishing little farms ... the labor

Deing generally devolved on either the African Negro, or
to the Indian wife" (Hodgson 1824:269), It would seem falrly
certain from thils degcription that at least some of the little

farms to which Hodgson referred were those of whites with
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Indian. wives, However, in 1825, one of the prominent chiefs
¢f the Upper Creeks, Big Warrior, was reporied te own about
three hundred Negroes {(Bernhard 1828:29), By 1834, after

the removal to Oklahoma, the Creeks had become such mecom-
plished farmers that traders were reported to have bought

ten thousand bushels of surplus Creek corn (U.2, Commissioner
of Indian Affairs Annual Report 1834:257)},

While the early nineteentk century Lower Creeks generally
have been regarded as having been more willing than the Upper
Creeks to adopt white mgricultural practices, by 1E55 School-
craft (1860 VI:533=4) regarded the Upper Creek emigrants to
Oklahoma as having surpassed their more southerly brethren
in the aris of agriculture; as indicated by the following
statement:

The late emigrants, or what are termed the Upper
Creeks, although much dissatisfied for a length of
time after their remeval to thelr new homes, owing
mainly to their sufferings from sickness, and the
ereat mortality that prevailed among them, are row
2 happy, healthy, and contented people, and are
much in advance of the Lower Creeks (or early emi-
grants) in the variety, quality, and quantity of
thelr agricultural products, as well as the manage-
ment of their Tarms. They have larger and better
stocks of domestic animals. They are likewise
much in advance of the Lower Creeks in domestic
and household manufactures, They make quantities
of cotton cloth from the raw material, planted ang
cultivated upon their own farms. They a2lso have
several usefyl native mechanics among them, car-
penters, wheelwrights, loom-makers, smiths, &c,.,
and all reside in good comfortable houses of their
own censtruction. In short, I know ¢f no people
on this continent who are more happy and contented,
or who enjoy a greater plenty, than these people
do, of all the necessaries of 1life; and I do not
hesitate to say, that the present growing crop, if
it meets no digsaster until it arrivee at maturity,
will equal three times the amount that may be re-
quired from home consumpticn,



Fighine apd Huntlne

Frior 4o the coming of Burcpeans, the only sources of
meat for the Creek Indians were fish and game., Commentaries
on the fishing practices of the Creek during the period of
this study ere very scant. Hawkins (1%16:38) reported on
15 December 17%6, that the Tallassee River of eastern Alabama
was the mest valueble fishing location in the rezion and in
the gprinz and summer sturgeon, trout {“alsc called the chub"),
perch, rock, and red horse were caught there. At Limestone
Creek, a report from 1795 has it that the previcus zummer the
Indianzs had wmixed three bushels of buckeye root with two
bushels of clay which they placed in Limestone Creek and
poisoned fish for elght milesg; =sixty to eighty persons picked
up ag many flgh as they could carry {Ivid.:23). The peorle
af the town of Coosa, in 1799, were reported to have a nplen-
tiful supply of fish in the spring season as wsll as "fine
stocks of horses, hogs, and cattle® (Hawkins 1848:41),
Finally, for the town of Coweta, in 1799, fishing practices
were described by Hawkins (Ibid,:53} in some detail:

es.nere are two fisheries,... they are at the ter-

mination of the falls; and the fish are taken with

scoop nets; the fish taksn here are, the hickory,

shad, rock, troul, perch, cat fish, and suckers:

there is sturgeon in the river, but no white shad

or herring; during the spring and summer they cateh

the perch and rock with hooks. As soon as the fish

make their appearance, the chiefs send out the

women, and make them fish for the "sguare."™ This

expression includes all the chiefs and warriors of

the town. (Ibid.:53)

Although it is likely the case that such formal commu=

nalistie practices as "fishing for the square"™ tended to
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disappear during the the nineteenth century, some of the
technigues of fishing characteristiec of the Creeks continued
for much longer., The use of fish poison was reported to be
#till in use by the Creeks of Oklahome in 1905 (Speck 1915:
108). Similarly, some Jreeks living in Alabmema in the 1970's
were familiar with the former use of fish poison, {In con-
junetion with this it iz aleo worth noting that according teo
revorts of modern Eastern Creek informants, in approximately
the 18B60's and '70's members of this small remnant band of
Creeks made annual fishing expeditions to the Tensaw and/or
the Alabama Rivers, speding a2 week or more at the fishing
station and catching primarily rock trout [Paredes 1575],)
From the available data we can only assume that fishing re-
mained an important secondary subsistence activity throughout
the early nineteenth century, but was an sboriginal pursuit
without the great commercilal petential which hunting had,

ror several months out of each year, the Creeks left
the towns and lived in forest hunting camps. According to
one modarn source {Debo 1941120-1}, each Creek town had its
own game preserves, and hunters were pareful not to trezpass
on the property of other towns. JForeover, the uge of zame
was regulated by the town council "even to the extent of
observing closed seasons" (Ibid.:20), Likewise, fishing
places were the property of particular townz, Even so, Bossu
reported in 1768 that when the Alabamans went cut on their
annuat hunt in October, they traveled as far as a hundred

leagves from their village, carrying with them thelir entire
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Tamily and returning only in iarch; only the old people
remained in the willage to protect their cabins during the
hunting season (Swanton 1928a:405),

In aboriginal times the Creeks probably hunted tison,
but bison had long disappeared from the southeast by the
late eighteenth century, The principal animal for the hunt
was the deer, although bears were also highly prized, primar-
ily for their fat (Swanton 1928b:693). Under aboriginal
conditions, hunting expeditions were surrounded with much
ritual to ensure success. Rights of thanksgiving fellowed
a sugcessful hunt, and there were rather precise conventions
of etiquette for the sharing of game. As late as 1792 in
the Lower Creek town of Zroken Arrow, Pope (1792:53%} reported
that the Creeks there made burnt offerings of parts of ani-
mals taken in the hunt before the eating of the kill,
dowever, it is unclear ag to whether all that Fope reported
was in practice at that time. The fact that Pope refers to
the offering of two to three pounds of a buffalo meat sug-
gests that this may have been an earlier practice reported
te him by Creek informants, since certainly by this time the
buffalo had disappeared from the Creek territory.

The most fundamental change to occur in the Creek
economy during the eighteenth century was the shift from
subsistence hunting to commercial hunting. Caucasian traders
offered guns, cloth, and many other goods in exchange for
hides, and the Indians were gquick to oblige them. BEy the

early 1740's, the Creek towns of the lower Chattahoochee
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River were actively engaged in itrading hides with the Span-
ish, who were attempting to obtain the alliance of the Creeks
when they established a trading store at St, ¥arks, Florida
in 1738 {Sturtevant 1971:102), By the 1770's the Creeks were
killing a stagpering number of animals for the hide market,
as indicated by Bartram's report (1791:412), that just one
older man killed three hundred deer in one year,.

Iuring precisely the same period ir which Hawkins deplared
the state of much of Creek agriculture and animal husbandry,
further complicated by an apparent rapid increase in nopula-
tion and advancing white settlement, the Creeks were cauzht
up in a short term economic "boom™ in commercial hunting which
was doomed from the start =- and the Creeks knew it,

As George Stigging (n.d.:72) wrote about the year 1800:

They apprehended rightiy that so long as the forests

retained their primary uncultivated state from the

proceeds of the game killed therein that is from

the sale and barter of their peltry they clothed

themeelves and families and got their winter

supply of meat independent of labour, but if it

was settled by the white people and plantations

opened in it of course such support must fail

entirely: & be succeeded by a general want of such

supplies rnatural and artificial-- at that time

their place of trade and barter centered in Pensa-

cola.., with the firm of Panton Leslie & Couuwne

By 1801, Lfauhaujo, listed as spesker for the Creek Nation,
impiored the merchantz at Fensacola to provide the traders
out in the Creek country with more ammuniticon so that the
Creeks might increase their winter hunt and pay for all the
thinga that they wanted from the store in Pensacola {Fanton
1935:165-1466}, 3By 1818, John C. Celhoun, in a communication

to the U.5. Hous2e of Representatives in a general statement
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orn the condition of the fur trade for all Indians wrote,

»e»ethe 2lmost total destruction of game has ren-

dered the amount of peltries and furs of little

value in this branch of Indian trade; and their

capacity of paying for the goods purchesed...

depends on the proceeds of the soil. [American

State Papers - Clase II - Indian Affairs, Yol.

111183]

in summary, then, during the latter half of the eight-
eenth century, the Creek Indians had become consumers ir the
world market, deer hides for thelr purchasing power. They
were no longer self-sufficient tribal horticulturalists and
hunters. This shift in economy made the Jreek Indians sub-
jeet to Ffluetuations in the cutside markets of the whites,
lioreaver, increased attention to hunting, as well m=s cattle
keeping, probably contributed to the decline of traditicnal
patterns of horticultfure, despite the incorporation of new
plants from the European agricultural complex. Finally, we
would suggest that it was the "easy cash" of the hunting
business which made some elements of the Creeks resistant

to Hawkins' plan of “civilization," the presumably rapid

depletion of the supply of game notwithstanding.



Chapter I1I: Trade

ouring the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
trade with Europeans was the sinzle most important factor
for change in Creek socliety and culture. The products of
white technolegy enticed the Creeks away from their tradi-
tional subsistence patterns, and meore and more towards the
production of raw materials for the economy of the growing
American nation and for world markets, For the most part,
the Creeks offered in trade the products of the woods, name-
ly deer hides and other pelts. However, particularly in
the case of the Lower Creeks, there were increasing inecen-
tives and opportunities to trade in agricultural products as
well. [onetheless, as noted previously, the shift from sub-
sistence hunting to a kind of commercial hunting was a major
change in aboriginal Creek economy. Trade with the whites
haed a correspondingly profound influence on the native manu-

faetures and technology of the Cresks,

Trading Posts and Traders

During the early 1700's, much of the trade with the
Indians of the Southeast came from Charleston, South Caroclina.
The colony of South Carolina represented the British Crown
in the Southeastern Indian trade. Specificeliy, the Colonial

Assembly empowered a Commissioner of Indian Affairs to license
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individual traders amongst the Indians (Debo 1941:28)}, The
French also were interested in trade, and, expanding from
their territories in Louisiana, they established Fort Tou-
louse near the confiuvence ¢f the Coosz and Tallapoosa Rivers
on the western edge of Creek country. RKonetheless, Debo has
concluded that in 1714, the British were enticing the Indians
in western Alabama away from French trade by the offer of
higher prices for their hides and pelts, practically trading
with the Indians "unhder the very guns" of Fort Toulouse
{Ibid.,:27}.

Although much of the available information on the early
days of trade with the Creek Indians comes from British and
American sources, further archival research should be con-
ducted to determine the extent t¢ which the Prench wers
influencing developments in Creek country from the west,

e that as it may, by 1735, on the Georgia frontier *nearly
every Creek town had its local English trader" {Ibid,:34)
and “natives were rapidly abondoning their native manuflac-
tures® {(Ibid.}. At that time, the principle trader for the
English from the eastern part of Creek country was one
George Gaiphin, who had trading posts at Silver Bluff,
Savannah, and Augusta, Ceorgia (Ibid.:33}, Avzusta at that
time being the chief center for commerce.

A recent scholar has stated (Donner 1957:122):

The more primitive hunting element of the Alabama

Upper <Creeks were less receptive to the white
man'g ¢livilization than were the Indians living in

proximity to Georgia. ..,The white man's economy

and commercial influences appear to have made &
greater 1mpact upen the ILower... than upon the
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Upper Creeks... The Indians clesest to the

Georgila frontier had come to be more or less

dependent upon the white man’s commercial goods

and upon a2 mMoney economy.

Although thig author was referring to the situvation as it
existed about 1805, thers is evidence that perhaps the
stronger alignment of the Lower Creeks to European and Ameri-
can trade has been overemphasized. For example, a South
Garolina Colonial Assembly report of 1761 shows nine of the
eleven Lower Creek towns as having licensed traders or
trading companies assigned to them, In addition, the same
report lists fourteen of twenty-zeven Upper Creeks towns as
already having licensed traders and trading companies dealing
with them (Grannon 1935:22 ff.}., 5o, while it was true that
almost a1l of the Lower towns had at least one licensed
trader, over half of the Upper towns had licensed traders acg
well, in addition to any urlicensed traders who may have been
dealing in the area.

The magnitude of Southeastern Indian trade in the mid-
eighteenth century is indicated by the fact that George Cal-
rhin ran a sitring of four hundred pack horses for his trade
with the Creeks, Choctaw, Chicasaw, and other groups
(Bartram, J. 19%2:25), A 1772 report from the principal town
of the Upper Creeks, Tookabahche, provides some insight into
the devasting congequences of the Indians*® involvement in
trade with Lir. Galphin {Taitt 1772:504-5):

esshaving met with a party of Indians who were all
very drunk they were accompanyed by one Francis

Lewig, who was 1n the Same Condiiion as themselves,
this Lewis who is 2 hireling to [Mr., George Galphin
at S5ilver bluff, According to his usual Custom had
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met with the Indians (last night as they came into
Town with their 3kins from hunting} and Supplyed
ther plentifully with rum on purpose to get what
gkins they had brought in, end deprive the other
Trader of any part of them, This man makes it a
Common practice to give Kum to his wench for to
purchase back the goods from the Indiarns, which he
hes before sold or Trusted them with, o that he
is Obliged to fitt them out a Second time on Cre-
dit, which greatly increases their Debts to his
Employer, but is a great profit to himself as the
3king that ke purchases with rum or goods bought
with it he Claims as his own: this I have been
informed is a common practiece with hirelings in
this Couniry.

It was thrauzgh such sractices that traders began to indebt
the Indiens. To pay their debts, Creeks soon were required
to cede tracizs of their 1land, as described in this account
from June 1, 1773 (Pickett 1E51:T1:14):

+»+ the Cherokees and Creeks had assembled at
Augusta, at the instance [sic] of Sir James Wright,
the zovernor, and John Stuart, superintendant of
Indian affairs, These Indianz there ceded to Great
Eritain a lerge area of territory, upon the head
waters of the Dgechee, and north-~west of Little
river, The object was o compensate the Honorable
George Galvhin, and some other tragders, for large
dedts due them Ty these nations, The governor,
having no power to accept this cession, but seeing
the influence it would enable him to wield, in
tehalf of the tottering power of his King, to whom
he was devouledly attached, he had already ob-
tained the consent of the ministry to make the
treaty. 3ut Galphin never obtained any of these
landz, or ihe proceeds of the sales thereof, on
account of his boldly expressed patriotic opinions;
and Gov, Wrighi, with a vindictive partiality,

pald the loyal traders, in preference, keeping the
larger portion of the proceeds, to strengthen his
government, and perhaps to add to his own coffers.

The evidence 1s clear that the trade was not simply on
the eastern marging of Creek country. For example, in 1775,
“r, Galphin and one of his associates in Georgia obtained a

contract to provide beef to the city of Pensacola, and they
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drove the beef dlrectly through the Creek Natlon (Romans
1962191-92). {Perhaps it is from this source that the Crasks
obtalned many of their cattle}, Although there appears to
have been some preference by the Creeks to travel to Caro-
line and Georgier for trade, particularly when the Spanish
posseseged Pensacola, by at least 1777 there wae a brisk
trade with the Creeks from Moblle, Alabama. One of the
Important traders there was a Mr, Swanson, but perhaps more
important was the company of Lachlan McGilllivray, father of
Alexander McGilllivray by an Indlan woman, Sehoy Marchand,
Aexander MeGllllvray was to become perhaps the greetest
political leader of the Creeks {Plckett 1851:+II:24). Also
gbout this tlme, by permission of the King of England, the
Earl of Dartmouth controlled trade with many of the Geargiz
Indians, The Earl managed the cessions of Indian lands in
order to discharge thelr debts to the traders and te secure
the defenge of the fortress which he established {Bariram
1791324},

In the 1770'a a new development compllcated Creek trade:
the American colonles were rebelllng sgminst England. One
of the most influentlal tradere of the pre-Revolutionary
perlod was William Panton, an immigrant from Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, who had sxtensive holdings in South Carolinm and
Georgla. During the Revelution he had remained loyel to the
British, and as 8 consequence, his property, along with that
of other loyallst traders, was confiscatsd. Pollowlng the cufbrr <C 40
Revolution, Willlam Panton moved inte the British terrlitory
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of Florlda and establlshed & post on the St. Mary'e Rlver.
He obtalned permlssion from tha Spanish {0 establlsh a
trading post on the Apalachlcela Rlver in 17837 the post
wag later moved to the Wakulla River in the Florlda panhandle,
By 1785, Panton had esteblished s store at Pensacoln which
was later to become Panton & Leglle Company, wlth an empha=-
glg, apparently, on trade with the Upper Creeks (Boyd 1937:
59), During the 1760's, Panton built m strong alliance with
Alexander MeGilllvray which worked to thelr mutual advantage
in dealings with the Creeks. Through MeGillivray Panton
experlenced great commerciml succeas, and MeGilllvray, for
hle par%, achieved great pollitiecal power amwong the Creeks,
as well es economic wealth through his dealings with Panton
(Plckett 1851:11:61,97). By the 1790's, the firm of Panton,
Leslle & Company had megquired a monopoly on trade wlth the
Indlans at Pensacola, Apalachee, and Mobile under the megis
of the Spanish govermment (Greenslade 1935:111-112}.,
Apparently, Panton*s alliance with Mc¢Glillivray had an Impaet
on trading posts withln the Unlted Stetes as well, as 1lndl-
cated by the followilng (Swan 18551283)+

Al} the tradere have llcenses, and partlcular towne

allotted to them respectively, with the liberty of

selling thelr placee to such purehesers as shall be

approved of by Mr. MeGlilivray, or of exchanging

wlth each other; hut the Indiane don't suffer them

to cultlivate much land, upon t%he supposition that

if the traders raise produce themselvesn, they will

not purchase the little they have to sell,
Notlce here the reference to trade in agricultural products

as well as hides.
Supported by the Spanish and aided by McGlillvray,
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Panton perhaps more than anyone else capltalired on trada
with the Creeks durlng the perlod immaedlately following the
American Revolution. In 1792 Pope (1792:44-45) obmerved that:

The upper and lower Creek Nation trade to this

Pimce [Pensacola] , whers they are unlformly

imposed upon by a Mr. Panton, who hath monopo-

1ized their Trade, The poor Indians barter thelr

Deer Skins at fourteen Pence Sterling per Pound,

for Salt at nlne Shillings Sterling per Bushel.

Pantern is Part Qwner of the Salt Works in the

Island of Providence [in the Bahamas] , and has

1t brought to Pensacola 1n his own [ship] Eottoms,

at the Averege Expense of about tree Pence per

Bushel. I think his goods at Mobille [sic] ,

Pensaccla and $t, Marks, mre generally vended at

Flve Hundred per cent on their prime Cost,

Indeed, the sltuation was such thet one writer of the time
indlecated that "until the American Revolutlon , and indeed
durlng the late war, and ever silnee the pemce of 1783, the
trade is, in faet, beneficial only te British subjects”
(Swan 1855:278), (Although Panton & Leelie coperated 1n
Spanish territory after 1783, thelr company dealt in British
goode, )

From another perspective the Importance of thls western,
Britieh-linked trade is perhaps besi indicated by the atate-
ment that by the 1790*s "all over tha terrltery of ilabama
and Migsiseippi, wherever an Indian town of importance was
found, white traders lived™ (Pickatt 1851:¢I:130}. Reportedly,
the Creeks were very telerant of the traders, very seldom
gttacking them and never robbing them, because they regarded
them ag heing thelr best friends, in the sense that they
provided them with =0 much that they needed (Ibid,i1132),

Nonetheless, the trading companles wers not wlthout their
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problems, In 1792, the English adventurer, Williem Eowles,
who had had vislons of bullding an empire for himeelf, led

a party of Creeke ln an attack on Panton'e store at Apalaches
and stole $15,000 worth of goods (Panton 1936(a):275),

Clearly the new government of the Unlted States had
before them a problem of serious proportlons. The British
continued to exert conslderable indirect Influence over trade
with a large and powerful group of Indlans within the very
limits of the Unlted States, In addition, there was the
protlem of private traders operating among the Indiane wlth
little or no control from the U.S. govermment. In order ta
combat this sltuation -- politlcally, economleally, and mili-
tarlily -~ 1ln 1795 the U.S5. Congrees estahlished a "factory
system™ for trade with Indlans, within U,3. terrlitory. Under
this system several tredlng postes were built; each one was
managed by a aslarled goverrment employee and provided with
a military garrison, These factories were lntended to deal
directly with the Indians, although the factories alge
licensad traders to conduct business in outlying viliages,

In the interest of square-dealing with the Indians, the
Tactory system dispensed wlth euch earller British and French
practicee ae givimg giftes to the Indlans to maintain their
good graces, The Factory Syster elso was intended to eli=
minate the kind of credit practlees which had so Indehted
Indiane that they were forced to cede lande 1n repayment
earlier Irn the eighteenth centurys the United States govern~

ment was golng to operate on a strletly cash basis. While
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in theory thle system sounds perhaps more humanitarian and
sensible thean the system that had been operatlng before,
Indians continued to prefer tc deal with pri%ate traders 1in
many lnetances. R. B, Way (19191228-29) has summarized some
of the more important sources of Indian dlssatisfaction with
the factory system:

+s+Certain features of the Indian trade [ware]
»+s overlooked by the United states when it inaugur-
ated its cech system. The Indian... had no reserve
atock of necessltles. He could not poesibly go out
on hie winter hunt unless he was supplied in ad-
vance on unsecured credit with flrearms, smmunitlon,
clothing, ete. ... He was accustomed to Pledge

to private traders who furnished the supplles for
the peltries he expected to gather, ...whep ad=-
vancing goods at such risks, the trader charged

the highest prices while he gave the Indian as
little as possible for his fure...

Both the French and Britlsh offieisls had perlcdil-
cally made considermble presents... [to the
Indians] ... Weapons, ammunition, utensils,
‘¢lothing, ornamenis, and liquor had been [freely]
distributed... ae annuities for the lnsurance

of the Indians' good will, HNot only were the
United States factore not supplied with such
pregents for distribution, but they were... held

t¢ 8.4 atrict accountability for all geods...

The Indians... considered the factore contemptibls
for thelr parsimeony and suspected them further of
withholding gifte the government meent the Indlans
to have, :

The square dealing of the factory soon lost
its charm when the Indlan ,.. found he could get
neither the necessary credit, ...presents, noer
liquor, for all three were obtainable at the unof=-
fieial trading pests.

The firat U.S. factory ln Creek country was establlehed at
Colerain, Geergia (See Map I). Edward Price wae appointed
factor at Coleraein on January 11, 1796 (Mattlsen L94#6:171).
When Benjamin Hawkine arrived on the scene 1n 1796, he found

that Price was continuing the prectice of glving presents to
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the Indians, James Seagrove, the first Creesk asgent, had
gllowed gift giving to continue, but Hawkins quickly abol ished
the practice.

By 1797, it was elready clear that the factory at
Colerain vas not fully =zecomplishing ite purposee, and the
government made the decislon to close that store and relocate
at Port Wilkinson, further west. Nonethelees, many of the
Lower Creeks, particularly those from Coweta and aurrounding
towna, were unhappy %o see the closlng of the Colerain faétnry,
for they were engmged in brisk trade, not only irn skins dut
in cattle as well (Mattison n.d.:165-67)}, They were doing so
well in fact that the store at Coleraln was lnadequately
stocked to deal with their wanrs. Eonsequantly, even ‘these

owa o

Creeks frequently went to the bwidxprgdpchked—Bmrisn-i—Hesidie

pESWS LR St, Mary's, Beees
they were &ble to obtaln goods they deeired but at much

higher prices than the factories would have charged if the
goods were available, The Indians even made purchases at
the forelgn post with notes that Price had given them in
Colerain, Indeed, Price sometimes advanced the cash to the
Creeks, ae he said, "for lifting those bilis™ {Ibld.) which
they inr:unad;ﬂ R PBenfencdclilEX-Gdere, Apparently, for
the Lower Creeks, the factory system was worklng, in one
gense, betler than the United States goverrment had antici-
pated, for the factory could not meet the demand for goods.
Also, it was noted that the site of Colerain wes convenient

to the "Siminolea” {(Ibid.:41-43), who by this time had become
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a ceparate people in Floride, for the most part having disas-
gociated themselves frem thelr Creek forebears. FPerhaps

in an effort te further the cause of United States' relations
with the Upper Creeks, the govermment cloded the store at
Colerain and moved deeper into Creek territory at Fert
¥ilkinson.

By 1796 the new factory at Fort Wilklnson was already
in financial trouble. In that year the factor in hls report
to the govermment recommended that a hat factory be egta-
blished at Fort Wilkinson {Ibid.:13-=38}, The furs which
the factor was receiving from the Indians were of poor
quality, so he proposed locally manufacturing hails In crder
that the pelts could be directly processed into e marketable
1tem to save the coet of skipping furs to Philadelphia. The
price that inferior quality furs would bring in Philadelphia
would be sa low that it would not even pay fer transportlng
them that far.

When Benjamin Hawkins toured the region in 1796, he
prepared a kind of census of traders in Creek country
({Hawkins 1916:1638=-172). Among the twelve Lower Creek btowns
listed by Hawkins, only four did not have at leaet cne
trader in residence. Cowetas, with five, kad the most traders.
For the Upper Creeks, Hawkins ghows glixteen of the thirty~
five towns having at least one traders the town of Hoithle«
wallee with four, had the largest number. (See Table III for
a comparison of dletribution of traders in 1761 and 1796.)

0f these traders, Hawkins mentlons specifically that four



Table I1I: HNumber o¢f Traders Operating
Within the CreeX Natlon*

£

Town 1761
Lower Townsi

Coweta 1
Coweta Tellahazsee
Kasihta

Yuchi

Dsochi

Cheauhau

Ritehiti
Palachucle

Ceonee

Sauwogolo
Sauwoogeloochee
Eufala, Lower
Chiska talofe
Point towns
Weupkees
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Total:

Upper Townsi

Tallassee
Tukabahchee
Atasi
Holiwahilil
Fuscahatchee
Holomi
Sawanozi
Erun-dute=ke
Kuklasa
Koaszati
Wetumka
Okchai
Okchaiutei
Tuskegee
Oteiapofa
Wiwohka
Pakan tallahassee
Coosa
Abinkutel
Hauche
Eufala hatchee
Wakokal
Hilibi
Okfuskes
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Table IIY {cont,.)

Towi 1761
Upper Townst (econt.)

Eufala, Upper D
Kialedji 1l
Huyaksa

Chul eokuwatkl e
Tootocaugee

Tukabahches tallahacsae
Lutcapoga

Fauwockes

Sakapadal

Wiogufki

LA¥Yogalga

Opithluceo
Tallase=hatches
Suceavpofau-soscareah
Savannalles

Welunkeesg

Pucannau

(=]
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Total:
ITe data

i?rﬂm Hawkins {(1%16:9%5, 168-17%2}

et data. afteer Branncw ft‘i}ﬁ‘,ﬂl-—*lr#)
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in the Lower Creek country were indebted to Panton & Leslis,
and five of the tradere among the Upper Creeke were indebted
to the Florlde company. Some of these traders were indebted
to the pudblic factory as well. Althsugh the sites of the
U.S. factories were moved westward several times, the posts
wore always more accesgible to the Lower Creek towns than

to the Vpper Creeks.

Despite the view that the Lower Creeks were more accul-
turated than the Upper Creeks, and more eccustomed 3o trade,
the evidence is reasonably clesr that from at lesst the
»lda-1700's onward many of the Upper Creek towns alsp were
retively invelved in trading. What does seem to have dis-
tinquished the Lower Creeks was thelr more frequent and ami-
cable relations with the official V.S, trading system
egtabliehed in 1795. Conversely, the Upper Creeks appear to
have dealt more with the private company of Panton & Leslie,
al though there 1s certainly evidence that Lower Creeks dealt
with that flrm a8 well,

Trade Items

In the early 1700's, the French as well as the English,
through both *presents" and trade, already were introduecing
B great variety of European items into Creek oulturs. Parti-
cularly important, although prohibited by law both in France
and England, wae the trade in guns and aleoholle baverages,
particularly rum {Brannon 1935141-43):

Prench records lndicate that Iberville's
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earliest cargoes of “"presents for the savages”
included knives, hatchets, sworda, pipes,

kettles, looking-glasses, needles, scissors,

beads, vermillion, blue paini, red ecaps, white
blankets, Limbourg and Alaigzne cloths, trade
shirts and stockings. These were not literally
"presents* though the French did give more presenis
than the English. Guns were not supplied, ang
there were regulatione against the trading af them
{even as there was rum) to the Indians, but ag they
very early became the chief desire of the native,
both the English and the French traded them. ZEach
excused this as an opportunity to arm them as
allies against the enemy. Fort Tombecke, (on the
River Tombigbee, at the present day Epes, Alabama),
in 1759 was actually a Prench trading post, govern-
ment operated. There the stock was practiecally
what the individual merchant at Charleston and
Augusta was sendlng by packhorse into the interier.
Guns, bullets (and lead), fllnts and powder, as
well as salt, breeches, tobacco, and even alas!
corkscrews, were regularly 1ln stock.

In September, 1752 one obeerver suggested that the Upper
Creeks of Tuckabahchee town obtained their liguor from the
French (Bosomworth 1756:%1):

«++ When they gei a few gkins, they went to the

French Ferts and sold them for Liquor, and even

the shirts and Cleths off thelr Backes and your

French Indlang, (menaing those who have got French

Commissions) too ge cringing and beging [sic] of

Rum,, ..

The kinds of trade items and their exchange value asg
set separately by South Carolinz and Pensacoela treders during
the pre-Revolutionary period of the eighteenth century are
shown in Teble I¥. Although it is very diffieult to expetly
compare the two lists, the prices for comparable items in
the later, Pensacola llst seem somewhat less than for South
Cerolina, if it is assumed that on the average a single deer-

hide would weigh more than one pound.l In additlon to kides,

the treding centers of Mobile and Pensacola during 1772 were




A, Prices of Trading Goods in 1718 {after Brannen 1935144-49)

Goads

Gt

FPiatel

Powder

Builets

Filinty

Steel

Hetohet

Cutlasy

Bword

Enife

Harger
Scigaors

Axa

Hoe (narrow)
Hoe {broad)
Kettles {brass)
Looking Glasses
Plpea

Bum

Rum “mixed with water™

Beade

Salt
Yermillicn
Eed lead
Strouds

M zinz or helf-thicks
Suffel blankets {white)
Duffel hlenkata {blue op

rod)

Buentity

1 1%b.
Lo
20

e

11k,

X 1%,
Y 1lb,
£ 1.
1 yd.
1 ya,
1 ¥,

Duffel blankstz {striped} 1

Table IV:

Creek price

"ieavy drest

Skins"
[ number}
25
12
H
1

2o

———

Skine, "Light~
{ number}

35
ig

*in proportion”
30 for i
15 for 1

10

F

&

[+ WL W |

Settiemant
Ewﬁiéej [rices

"Heavy drogh
dosr sking*
{ pounds)

16

1
'!'l' lbf"l
D for 1

b or §

-y

J
20

Pl
I
2
{1 complotn} &

2 Je'& l"'?

5%



Doudble striped cloth shirt
coat {kroadcloth, laced)
Coat {sireuds, laced)

Coat (hxlf-thickse, lmeoed)

Coat {double~ztripad
eloth, laged)

Coat (sirouds, plain)
Coat {(half=thicks, plaln}
Yat (lereed)

Hat (plairi)

talico {flowered}
Searlet caddice

Red girdie

Petticoats {callew)

bd e b fr o

Tahle IV,A {cont,)}

Creak Er&ce
“heavy drest Sking, “Light*
Skins" { number)
(number)
G ryn
price 30
20 2k
1% 27
- 18
158 o price
12 ne price
price o prica
e Ao prica
- no prica
- no pricg

Setblement
1a) Tcea
"Heavy sresi
- deer skins®
{pounds }

3

i
[T

-

14
16
12

3
2

i
I

M
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B. "Rates of Goods in the Upper and Lower Creek Nations"®
(after Brahnon 1935:50-51), as established by a
congress held in Pensacola, May 28, 1765

Goods Quantity
strouds 2 yds.
Blanket 1
do. Shagend 1
White Shirt 1
Check do. i
Fringed Houzling 1
Laced ditto 1
Gartering 1l pr.
Dutch pretties 1 do.
Quality binding 3 yds,
511k feuet 2 do,
Indian calico 1 do.
Trading Gun 1
Flints 10
Hawks Bells 10
Gun Powder # pint
Bullets 0
Roman handk?® 1
Saddles according to guality
Snaffle Dridle 1
Pailey Corn Beads 5 Strands
Common do. 20 Strands
Trading Scissors 1l pr.
Knife 1
Cuttean 1
Tradinsz Razor 1
Yermiliion 1 oz.
Erass Wire 3 spans
Ear Bobs 1l pr.
Large Silk Bengall 1
Small ditto i
Fea Suttony 12

Brass kXettles
Tin Kettles

Price (in 1lbs. of
eather}

[
A N O W O

[

FPWERNHHEBRDWRHEERE opHER e

no fixed price
no fixed price
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C. Prices Charged for Goods at Fort Hawking ca. 1810.

After {Mattison 194&6:179)

Goods

Jugar

Coffee

Flour

Neadles
Gunpowder
Osnaburg

Liead

Blankets
Blankets, dulile
homespun

Elarck 3ilk Handkerchiefs
Eandana Handkerchiefs
whiskey

Salt

Rum

Wine

Spirits

Linen

Strouds

fails

Rifles

Calico

Shot

Tobacco

Romals

Knives

Looking Glassesg
Thread

Flinte

Sshawls

Hoe
Axe

Quantity

1 1b,
1 1b.
owt,
1
1L,
1 ¥d.
1 1bl

1 gal,
1 buzhel
1l =al.
1l za1,
1 gal.
yd.
th
1,

1

yd.

1b,
1b,
yd.
1
Y
1 qaz.
1z
1

1
1

HH R

Price {in dollars)

13i¢ to 20¢
25¢ to 50g
£4.00 to k.25
¢ to 1¢
50¢ to $1,00
25¢
_20¢ to 25¢
52.25 to $2,50
3.00 to T# GO
gen. 37&¢
{range up to $1.,00)
1. 12f 51, 50
1.12% to 1.3?%
.25
$1.75 to $3.50
$1.50

.50 to %1.?5
1.75 to $2.50
58¢ to B7i¢
"1".5'?-': to $2-25
20¢
$15 to fzz
gen., 37s¢
{range-gjl ¢-$l 00)

reg. b2if
{range: 62 g $2 50)

l 50
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glso exparting *indigoe, cornmn, cattle, tallow, rice, pltch,
bear's oil, tobacco, tar, timber, myrtle, wax, sazited wild
beef, pecens, shingles, dried selt fish, sassafras, cane,
ptaves, and oranges® (Pickett 1851:I1:10), OFf course, the
axtent to which Indians were supplying these other ltems is
uncertain,

In 1797 the factor at Colerain reported, "We have a
blackemlth here whe does a great deal of work repairing
Indian gune, tomahawks, &c, all of which they expect dore
gratism (Mattison n.d.149-50}. There can be littla doubt,
then, that by the 17%0'a, after more than fifty years of
trade most, 1f not all, Creek towns, had beccme very depend-
ent upon the goode of the white man, even to the point cf
requiring the speclal skills of a blacksmlth to keep their
tools jn repair, Thus, there was a kind of double dependsnce;
not only was there a sirong demand for such white commodities
as cloth and domestic implements, but also the Creeks had
become dependent on the whites for guns and the wmatal tools
with which to obtain more hides to exchange for even mora
goods. Glven this dependence, the glaughter of deer and
other anlmals must have reached monumental proportions,
particularly since by the late 1790's the price of deerskins
had dropped to twenty-five cents each (Ibid.i86-88, 124-12%,
2L?7-249), The volume of trade in ekine was indeed awesome.
On November 12, 1797, the factor reported from Coleraln that,
"We have 20000 1b eof skirns."™ 0On November 19 of the same Yyear,
he reported, “We have ups of 20,000 wt of deerskine, beiween
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5 & 6 of Beaver & concsiderable smail furs & 70 head of good
cattle, some excellent tobacco...has been brot [sic] in®
(Mattison n.d.:98-99, 99-101), Likewlise, 1n 1798 from Fort
Wilklnson, "We have shippsd for this,..year upwards of

70,000 1b of deer skins, 2000 bears, 3000 smail furs, otter,
Bear, &c. equivalent....We have upwards of 20000 1b deer skins

on hand and other peltry" (Ibid.:177-178). 4Also, on November
Fort juiitkom e 33

26, 1798, from amoewr-Semtoxy: “Have sent on about F0,000

lbs & haeve neerly &s many skine and furs on hand® {Ibid,)
173~17%}). In addition to the volume of hides actually shipped
out of the trading posts, many pounds of hides were also lost
to worme. Indeed one of the prin¢ipal dutles of the sol-
diere attached to the factories, was to beat the worms from
the hides periodicelly {(Mattison 1946:17hk). It is important
to keep in mind, that these figures on hides zre only those
from the officiel U.S. factories in one region of the country,
In additlion, the warket was being flooded with hides and furs
from private firms and foreign trading houses from throughout
the eastern helf of North America., Thus, in the sarly nine-
teenth century, the price for hides on the world market began
to decline rapidly.

Crigis and Discontent in Creek Trade

Both the U.3. factories and the Panton & Leslie company
artificielly etabiliged the value of deerskina at the 1790*s
level of twenty-five cente each, and raised the price of

trade goods instead., Nonetheless, the trader from Ocnul zee



51

0ld Fields reported in 1807 thet since the "English House

at Pensacola" was selling their geoods on as good ierms as
the U.5. factory, he found 1t necessary, in order to compete
with Panton & Leslie, to reduce the cash price of goods sold
to the Indians (Mattison n.d.:298-99), Despite the trader's
efforts to etabillze the market, the falling deerskin prices
of the 1790*s and early 1800's required an inereased produc-
tion of hides for the Creeks to purchase the goods they
depired. For example, in 1810, the most Inexpensive rifle
was reported to cost aboul fifteen dollars {Mattison 1946:

2 the

179}, or at the rate of twenty-flve cents per hide,
equivalent of sixty deerhides; in 1765 the price of a gun
at Pengacola was only sixtesn pounds of leather {See Table IV)
or, assuming very conservatively that a single dressed hide
weighed no more than half a pound, only thirty-two hides per
gun (See Footnote 1},

In gbout 1810 the prices for the most common goods

traded at the factory of Fort Hawkins were mss follows
{Ibid- ) H

Sugar, 13* ¢ to 20¢ 1b.

Coffee, 25¢ to 50¢ 1b.

Fln‘u—r’ $E|'¢DD to $'l|'¢25
cw.

Needles, 3¢ to lc each

Gunpowder, 50c to
$1.00 1b.

Osnaburg, 25¢ yd.

Lead, 20c¢ to 2Z25c¢ lb.

Blankets, $2.25 to
$2.50 each

Blankets, duffle, $3.00
to $4.00 each

Homespun, generslly
374 yd., range J7%c
to $1.00 yd.

Black Silk Handkerchiefs,
$1.,12% to $1.50 each

Bandana Handkerchiefs,
$1.12% to $1,37% each

¥hiskey, $1.25

Salt, $1.75 to $3.50 bus,

Rum, $1.5ﬂ gal.

Wine, $1.50 to $1.75 gal,

Spirita, $1.75 to $2.50

Linen,; 58¢ to B74c¢ yd.

Strouds, 4#5¢ to $2.25 yd.

Neils, 20¢ 1b,

Rifles, $15 to 322 each

Calico, generally B?gc
yd., range 311 to $1.00
yd.
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Shot, 20c 1b. Flints, 1 dozen fo 25¢
Tobacco, 124¢ 1b. Shawls, regularly 62%c
Romals, 50¢ yd. eAch, range szic to
Knives, 12%c to 25¢ each $2.50 pach

Looklng Glasses, 25c each Hoss, ii.lEi sach

Thread, Z25c¢ 0Z. Axesd,

« 50 each

In addition to artieles direetly sold to the Indians,

in 1808 at least one U.S, trading house, that at Ocmulgee,

Geaorgia, was also ordering govermnment supplies such as

writing materials to be exchanged with white frontiersmen

for homespun c¢loth, which was "a very desirahle Article in

Indian trade* (Mattison n.d.:31%-15},

A9 an example of the volume of goods during this pericd

is the following 1810 reguisition from the U.S, factory at

Hduﬁ‘j'-';v‘.ls
Fort ¥ipohedd {Chambers 1559:21};

1
25
2

Lo
10
10
10

50

30
10
k

o
O oo

a0 Lo oW L O

LI D R I IO T IO I B I B | I I I | i

bale best Lendon duffle blankets
pc. blue strouds
pc. scarles cloth to cost from 2.50 to 3,00

Per yd.

groce saxen biue blrding

groce yellow } no other colors
&roce green will enswer
groce red

pes. callee assorted of a good quality and
fashionable, Baltimore prints doesa not answer
well.

pes. calleco India wide

pes. liner to cost from 4 to $74 per vd,
bandano handkerchiefs

doz. bilack sllk handkerchiefs

doz. white thread from nos. § to 20,

doz. colored asst.

doz. broad and narrow tape

dez. brass bells suitable for horse hells
doz. large sclissors

doz. small knives

doz,., pocket knives

doz. looking glasses to cost from 100 et. to
150 ct. per doz.

doz. doudble bolted padlocks

doz. s8ingle padlocke

doz. rifls locks

doz., knives & forks asastd,
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2 casks nalls wrought
6 - doz. iron or tin tablespoons
4000 - needles asatd.

rifles flints

rifle powder

-doz, cotton cards

3 doz, Btock locks asstd, and doz, woman's
saddies

2 = doz, rifles eilver star and thumb pisce to
1

\h

o

o

o
111 01 011

cogt about 11 dellare each

- rifle 3 feet 10 inches in the barrels to
carry 80 or 9¢ balls to the pound, lock of
the firat quality gold, touech hold one inch
longer in the breach than usual, double
trigger.

In addition to hidea and pelts, traders also were
interested in purchazing livestock, but sometimes thiz was
difficult as noted in this factory report from 1798 (Matti-
son n.d.:188, 218):

The price we have given for cattle is 5 years

old & upwards (at the) Store, 12 dollars, & y

old 10, 3 yrs & around 8, cows exclusive of calf 8
dog, 2 years old 5, 1 year old 5. ...a8t present
«sy beef ig scarce & bas {(been) very bad. But in
cattle I have purchased hitherto (a) very great
part of them the Indians have killed up numbers

in the woods which discourages the cattle trade,

In the 1790's Hawking egtabl ished the poliey of purchasing
supplies for the Agency in the local area, theraby relleving
at least some of the Lower Creeks from near-total dependence
on hides for partiecipation in the cash economy. Thus,
Hawkins wrote {184B8:61):

The towns aurrounding Cuseeta have had a powerful
gtimulus to their industry, in the regzulations
adopted by the agent for his suppliea. Heretofore
there was no market for provisions. The wants of
the traders were few, and those procured with beads,
binding, thread or needles, There is now a regular
narket, end weilghts and measures are introduced.

To eall the supply of a single table a regular
market, requiree some explanation. The anrual
expenses of the agent’s tahle, for the two last
yearsg, hesa been 2,750 dollars,;... The prices
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establizhed were:

Pork, gross, per Capons, per palr © 25
cwt $ 2 00 PFowls, four for o 25
Pork, net, per Eges, per dozen 0 12%
hundred L 00 Butter, per 1lb in
Bagcon do 10 ©0 the gpring 0 25
Peel do 3 00 During summer 017
Corn, ber bushel 0 50 Cheese, g 17
Potatoes, 0 50 0il1 of
Funpkirs, 018 hickory nut per
Ground pezs, 0 50 bottles 075
Field peas, 1 00

Similarly, following the Creek War, in approximately 181%,
the factors were purchasing corn, peas, rice, bacon, cows,
steera, fowls, and bees wax, as well as deerhides and pelts
at the trading house on the Apalachicola. At thet time corn
was purchaged for $.75 per .bushel, peas for $.75 per buehel,
rice for $1,50 per bushel, and a cow for $8.00 {Young 1934
91-92). By virtue of the factories and the agency in their
midst, then, many of the more important Lower Creek towns

had the advantage of commercial opportunities in agricul ture
in addition to the increaeingly troubled buainess of commer~
eial hunting.

Regardleas of any differences in extent of accultura-
tion which may have exlsted, by as early as the 1760¢s the
Upper Creek towna as well as the Lower Creeks had become
involved in trade with whites. Dy the end of the eighteenth
century, the Creeks were faced with an impossiblae situation,
They had become heevily dependent upon the whites, both for
consumer goods, such as cloth and blankets, and the "tools
of production,® such as guna, powder, flint, and lead; they

wore faced with rising prices for these goods, and, no doubt
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the supply of game must heve besn rapidly declining, alihough
further ressarch on this point is muek needed, Added to
this, as noted in Chapter I, apparently there was a rapidly
inereasing Creek Indian population, further complicated by
the advancing tide of white frontlersmen. Moreover, in
addition to whatever disruption of the already embattled
natural environmental balmnce which white zettlement may
have caused, there is some evidence that whites in fact may
have been directly competing with Indiane in the hunting
business, as evidenced in the follewing report from Ocono
Station in November of 1796: I heard,..that hunting parties
after bear and deer were goling dally over on the Indian
lands" (Hawkins 1916:15},

Althouzh Panton, Leslle & Company apparently had
experienced a temporary advantage over the U,5, factories in
being better supplied, by the early 1800ts the company began
to sink to finasncial difficulty (Greenslade 1935:1120):

The firm Panton, Leslie lost money after Alexan-

der MeGillivray's death but the Spanish governors,

appreciating their great servicee, induced ithem to

continue.

+++The dead capital of the House by 1800 was esti-

mated at about $400,000 included the stacks at the

various headquarters, salaries, expences and claims
against the Indians,
“The debts due to the actual house" wrote a

Spanish officlal,.,"must amount to one hundred and

twenty thousand dollars.™ A heavy expense, the fund

for presents to the Indians, a matter of $18,000
annually, was a necessity, if the Indians' inter-

est wag o be maintalned.

Moreover, the Treaty of 1795 between the United States and
Spain had placed the richest sources of Indian trade outside

of Panton and Leslie's base of operations, and the right of




56

the United States to regulate that trade was assured by that
treaty (Pickett 1B514I1s168), Perhaps the reacquisition of
Pensacola by Spain in 1783 further eroded FPanton, Leslie'’s
positlon, in that the trading house was nc longer so strong-
1y linked to the British, whom the Creeks preferred over
even the Americans, as described in the following (Stiggins
n.d.:69):

ves8ll.,.creek Indians as have had any intercourse
or transactions.., with the Erltish or their emis-
sarles whether of importance or not were ever
partiel to them and favorable ito thelir Interest

«+s there are few whe would not expatiate on the
candid honest and liberal disinterestedness of the
British as friends to the Indians in their talks

to them or in 4their dealings, and they seemingly
remark with wreth the contrasit between the latter
and the americans [s#ic] that in the observance of
and faith in their contracts with the Indians that
the English deanlt with equitable justice and can~
dours but the latter with deceit and self interested
political viewe that they ever make liberal promisee
to sttaln their purpose and only perform such paris
of their contracts as willl suit their convenience
and evince thereby a faint recollection of the
circumstances that was materinl to the cause-«

As Panton himself wrote, "the Spanlards are losing ground in
the opinion of the Indians"™ {Panton 1936(b):67).

By 1803, the Panton, Leslie & Company claimed that thé
“Creek Nation® owed the company $113,512. By contrast, the
indebtedness to Panton and Leslie of the Cherckee, Chicasaw,
and Choetaw Nations was only $2,358, $11,178, and $16,091,
respectively (Panton, Leslie, and Company 1B03:0227-29).

By 16800 Panton was attempting to sell out his businese to
the government of the United States (Panton 1936(b}:187),
but “there was no deal.” |

Meanwhile, the U.5. factorieszs were having their own
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troublea. The cost of trensporting hides froem Fart Wilkin-
aen to market in Savannah in the early 1800's varied from
$1.25 to $2.25 per hundred-weight, From Ocmulgee Fielde to
Savannah, the charge was from $2.50 to $4,00 per hundred-
weight, and from Fort Wilkinson to Augusta, the fee was
$1.00 per hundred-weight {Mattison 1946:177},

Attempts to prevent private traders from drawlng upon
stocke at the U.5. factories were difficult, as indicated
by this report from the factor at Port Wilkinson in 1802
(Mattison n.d.1230-232)

(I will) endeavor to restriet the trade of this

factory to the Natives only, but which I fear I

ahall find great difficulty in doing: for &s soon

a3 the white traders find they carmmot be supplied

with gooda at the factory as heretofore they will

send Iin thelir skins & furs by some trusty Indian

who will claim them as their own property and it

would be difficult {o ascertain to the contrary.

During the period December 31, 1807 to September 70,
1811, the factory at Fort 2;;;;:§pu ghowed a loes of $1,023
(Mattison 19#6:15&) and in 1809 the report from Fort Hawkine
stated, "We are at this time entirely destitute of goods at
which the Indians are very much dissatisfied and are under
the necessity of taking thelr peliry to private establieh-
mentse in the neighborhood, where they get little else but
w(h)iskey for it (E;b;qjg;’-ﬁ}. In 1806, the United Statas
Congress attempted to remedy the problems in the peltry
market by specifying that there be a minimum of six publie
auctions each year but no more than two in any state, Sub-
sequently, those laws were repcaled, however, and gave the

superintendent of Indian trade the optien to dispose of
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peltries through any means avallable (Letter Book of the
Creek Trading House 1795-1816:1), No doubt this change of
the 1806 law was in acknowledgement of the fact that often-
times peltries would bring a higher price on the leoecal market
than in exportetion, If the factors were mllowed to sell them
loeally (Mattison 1946:181), HNevertheless, the U,S. Factor,
Edward Price, stated, "We dont calculate a profit eon the
peltries but try to put an advance on the goods where
they will bear it" (Ibid,:178).

In view of the foregoing, we would suggest that one of
the critical factors leading te the Cresk War of 1813-14
was the differential fortunes of the Upper and Lower Creeks

in trade with the whites, The U.S5. factory system esta-

Fect
blished its post first at Colerain, then at Wilkinson, then
Foct Ha Wi Fort M e her!
at Bikohetil, and finally at #ewkine, always noving westerly
M

but remaining within the region of the Flin%t and Cchattm-
hoochee Rivers, that is, the core of the Lower Creek arasm,

In addition, the Lower Creeke also had asccess to trade with
Panton and Leslie through individual tradere who dealt with
the company in Pensacela. Finally, the Lower Creeks had a
market for their agricultural produce, as well as hides,
following the egtablishment of Hawkinsg' poliey of supplying
governmant inetallations with food purchased from the Indians,
The U.5. factories were, as government-owned businesses,
capable of operating at a less, which they did. In contrast,
the Upper Creeks for the mest part were at a greater distance

from the government-subtelidized trading posts of Georgla and
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vate traders, in particular those repregenting Panton and
Leslle, But, as we have seen, by the early 1800's the private
busineas of Panton, Leglle & Company was in financlal diffi-
culties and could not sustain further eredit to the Indians
of the Coosa and Tallapoosa, a8 the demand for hides dropped
and the prices of trade goods increased. Thus, we would
tentatively hypothesize that certszin elements of the Upper
Creeks were most susceptible to agitation against whites,
not because they were any less acculturated than the Lower
Creeks, but because they were equally dependent upon white
commerce but lacked the trade advaptages which many of the
Lower Creeks enjoyed. At the risk of oversimplification,

we might say in colloquial terms that the Lower Creeks had
been economically co-opted by the United States government --
the same government which refused to "ball out* Panton,
Leslie and Company, leaving many of the Upper Creeks "high
and dry" in their remote wegtern Almbama homeland, without
access to the favorable trade relations which the Indian
groups surrounding them experienced, vis a vie, the U,S,
factory system.

In the changing fortunes of Creek trade, for their part
Panton, Leelie and Company were accugsed {Stigging n.d.:72-3}
of having operated

» s« Through the charnel of white traders who were

located in the nztion, for the purpose of trade,

sald traders through interested motives, mipad-

vised them and by false representations irritated

their passions to make reprisals for suppesed
injuries that would be, they induced them eventually
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to commit murders ameng the recent settlers of
Tennessee and steal their horses under the impressed
idea that such a procedure [p. 38] would deter the
white people from moving into the coumntry, and
thereby they could do thelr hunting undlsturbead ,
the dishonest part of the traders urged them on and
instigated their stealing of the horses from the
Tennesseans which horses when stolen brought four
or five gallons of rum, to pack their peliry and
hides on to market, after the furr [sic] and peltry
trade was put down in Eurcpe and packing of horses
tc market of no farther use, the stealing of

horses was so prevelent a habit with the white and
red man, that they followed, but to m lighter
rasseion to the war of Eighteen hundred and thir-
teen—--

By 1814, Panion & Lealie’s successor, Forbes & Company,
apparently had recouped some of the losses of its predeces-
sor through trade with the Lower Creeks (Seminoles?), as
indicated in the following (Young 193%:199-100):

The only trading egtablishments were a branch
of the House of Forbss & Co., formerly Panton
Leslie & Co., on the Apalachicola and one made by
an Englishman named Arbuthnott at Seahwanne, The
former brought goods from Cuba -~ the latter from
Hew Providence.

The house of Porbes and Co. have made an im-
mense fortune by their trade with the lower Creeks
from whom when their debis accumulated, they take
large bodles of land in payment under the consent
of the Spanish Goverrment, The tracts of land
owned by them in East Florlds.,. extends on the
east side of Apalachicola from the mouth of that
river, to 2 point not far below Flint thence,
eastwardly aecross Little River to Olalokina and
thence southwardiy to Apalache embraecing the
Wakally and its head spring, This tract of coun-
try will be of incaleulable value to the proprietors
should the United Stztes retain the Floridasz, At
present the good land does net sell high and might
be prohahlﬁ bought for two dollars per =zcre.
{Young 1934:99.100}

Moreover, at least an uneasy alliance between Forbes & Com=
pany, the British, and Hostile Creeks during the Creek Wwar
is indlcated by the following exchange in 1815 {Doyle 1932:
190~191)




61

[Letter from Doyle to John Forbes & Co.]

+++8 Considerable Stock of Cattle has been nhearly
destroyed by the Indian Alljes of Hls Brittannle
Majesty..s.

Letter from Forbes to -«
The Honourabtle the Commiseicners

for Victualling his Majesty's Navy

London
Cebtors to John Forbez & Co.
for the amount of upwards of four hundred Heads
of Cattle of different sizes and agesa killed by
the Red Stick Indian allies of His Brittannie
Majesty in the Crask Nation...
'liiliiiill$2.668 3%

Deduct

The value of 50 Heads which is reported still
exists on the Cattle range 400

Dollars 2,268 3%

The U.,5, factory at Fort Hawkine continued to operate
during the Creek War but at a loss over the four-year period
of 1811-1B15 of $380.88 {Mattimon 1946:183), Ultimately,
the factory system failed, and the last factory, Fort Hawklns,
elesed out to the Indians in 1822,

Even in the years following the Creek War and the gube
Jugation of the hostiles, the factory system proved inflexi-
ble and inaccessible to the Indians, Many of the Cresks pre-
ferred to sell their hides at half price and pay double
price for trade good= at the private posts operated hy
recently errived white settlers, rether than travel the
distance to the factories (Ibid.)}. Thuse, the Cresks were
further impoverished, Within twenty years the Creek Nation
would cede their remalning lands, and 211 but a handful would
be forced to emigrate to Oklahoma. Though it mey have been
politicel intrigue and military strength which ultimately

would crush Creek eovereignty, economle forees struck the
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first blows, when early in the eighteenth century the Creeks
were lured unwittingly dewn the primrose path of trade and
into the modern Western world,

An ineldent recorded by s Forbes and Company trader at
Tuckabahchse, principal town of the Upper Creske, on Cctober
30, 1812, poignantly portrays the kind of sconomie bind into
which commerce with the whites had led the Creeks {Innerarity

1991:81-83),

sssscme of the Indians {said]... they did not owe
ue more than one half of what we clalmed - that
we tharged the other half for interest which they
said they were determined at all eavents not to
P2¥..+ ¥ * ¥ Mr, Bernard who was present & who
was their friend [told] ...them 1% was the cus-
tom every where, that when any sum was not pailt
[sic] when dus interest was always charged, that
mehey could riot be had without interest.., * * ¥
---the:f sgld they did not like me... [thatj I
wanted to tear the very fleah off their bdacks,
they had told me ihey were poor, that they knew
nothing about inferest, mbout what it meant, it
might be a custom, a law among us white people,
but poor Indiang did not understand it, there was
no word for it in their language, we wera the first
to ever talked about such a thing to them.
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Fogtnotes

1. Mr. Frank Smith, research hiologist for the Wiidlife
Management section of the Florida Game 2nd Frash Water Fish
commission, estimates that the freshly skinned hide of the
average adult deer of this area would weigh between five and
ten pounds. The game hide would weigh about two pounds

when dried, but considerahly more 1f itanned. {(personsal commu-

nication}

2, Although there is some confusion in the literature as
to whether the price for skins was 25¢ per 1lb, or 25¢ each,
whichever the case, using the estimate for weights of skins
provided by Mr. Smith (see footnote 1), the price of goods
in Creek trade increased several fold during the late eilzht-
centh and early nineteenth centuries.



Chapter IV: Technology

It is almost a trulsm that in culture caontact situmtions,
elements of so-called material cultuvre are those most readily
transferred from one soclety to another. Oftentimes the
physical products of Western Civilization have been ecquired
by menbers of native socleties well in advance of actual,
regular intercourse beiween the two peoples. Nonetheless,
it is equally true that selected items of native manufacture
msy acquire symbolic value and thus be retained long after
the native material culture has undergone major transforma-
tion as a result of contact with another society. Thie 1s
particularly true when a technologlcally advanced society
impinges on native peoples. In addition, materiasl products
of western European civilization adopted by native peoples
oftentimes are adapted to indigenous fashions and'styles.
Theraefore, materiel culture may be used as an initial indica-
tor of the degree of acculturation among the Creeke during
the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. The purpose
of this chapter is to present &n overview of Creek material
cul ture during the perliod, with speclal attention given to
the role of European and American products in the tachnolo-

gical inventory of the Creeks.



Man's Clothing

Aboriginelly, the Creek male's clothing was made primar~
ily of dreseed skins but with various acecouterments woven of
heir or naturel plant fibers. In additien, the body was
adorned by painting and tatooing, the latter generally
representing an individusl'e war honors., Ornements were alsc
made of reathers, bone, and shell. The Creeks sometimes wore
gtone nose ornaments suspended from a hole in the septum
with a sBinew {Swanton 1928b:685), Creeks were also reported
to have cut a sllt in the outer flesh of the ear and then
wrapped the looeened piece of flesh with large quantities of
brass or sllver wire (Ibid.). Like other southeastern Indians,
Creek men were careful to remove all faclal and body hair,
Their costume would De completed with & hide or feather c¢loak
for cool weather,

By 1764, an observer in Pensacola, Florida, in deserib-
ing the appearance of the Cresks, noted that they were fond of
faclal paint and other amboriginal foris of body ornamentation
but they also offered deerskins in exchange for blankets,
"shirte of all morts,” beads, looking glasses, razors,
knives, firearms, flints, powder and ball, and rum {(Gordon
17651385), By 1777, the costume of the Creeks had come to
be a rather fanciful combination of native manufacturee and
materials obtained in trade. A description by Bartram (1791:
501-505) of the general style of Creek coestume in the year
1777 merits citation at length.

The youth of both sexes are fond of decorating
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themgelves with external ornaments, The men shave
their head, leaving only a narrow crest eor comh,
beginning at the crown of the head, where it is
gbout two inches broad and about the =zame height,
and gtands frized upright;y but this crest tending
backwerds, gradually widena, covering the hinder
part of the head and back of the neck: the lank
hair behind is ornamented with pendant silver
guills, and then jointed or articulated silver
plats; and usuvally the middle fasclcele of hailr,
being by far the longest, is wrapped in a JIarge
quill of silver, or the joint of a small reed,
curipusly seulptured and painted, the hair con-
tinuing through it terminates in a tall or tamssle,

Their ears are lacerated, separating the
border or cartilaginous 1imb, which at first is
bound round very close and tight with leather
strings or thongs, and annointed with fresh bear's
eil, until healed; a plece of lead belng fastened
to it, by its weight extends this cartilage to
an incredibie length, which afterwards being craped,
or bound round in brass or sllver wire, extends
gsemicircularly like a bow or crescent; and it is
then very elastic, even B0 as to epring and bound
ahout with the least motion or flexure of the body:
thiz is decorated with soft white plumes of heron
Teathers.

A very curious dladem or hand, gbout four inches
broad, and ingeniously wrought or woven, and curlous-
ly decorated wlth stones, beads, wampum, porcupine
gqullls, &c., encircles their temples; the front of
1t being embellished with & high waving plume, of
crane or heron feathers,

The clothing of their body is very simple and
frugal. Sometimes a ruffled shirt of fine linen,
next to the skin, and a flap which covers their
lower parts; this garment somewhat resembler the
ancient Roman breeches, or the kilt of the High-
landers; it usually consists of a plece of blue
cloth, about eighteen inches wide; this they pass
between thelir thighs, and both ends being taken up
and drawn through a belt round their waist, the
end fallg down, one before, and the other behind,
not quite to the knees this flap is usually plaited
and indented at the ends, and ornamented with beads,
tinsel, lace, &c.

The leg is furnished with c¢loth boots: they
reach from the ankle to the calf, and are crnamented
with lace, beads, silver bells, &c.

The stillepica or moccassin defends and adorns
the feet; it meems to be an imitation of the ancient
buskin [sic] or sandal, very ingeniously made of
deer skins, dressed very soft, and curiously orna-
mented acecording to fancy,
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Beeldes thie attire, they have a large mantle
of the Tinest cloth they are able to purchase, al-
ways either of a scarlet or blue colors this mantle
is fancifully decorated with rich lace or fringe
round the boerder, and often with little round
silver, or brass btells, 3ome have a short cleak,
just large enough to ¢over the shouldera and
breast; this iz mest ingeniously constructed, of
foaathers woven or placed in a natursl imbricated
manner, usually of the ecarlet feathers of the
flamingo, or others of the gayest colour.

They have large silver crescents, or gorgetis,
which being suspended by a ribhand round the neck,
}ie upcn the breast; and the arms are ornamented
with gilver bands, or bracelets, and eilver and
gold chaine, &c. a collar invests the neck,

The head, neck, and hreast, are painted with
vermillion, and some of %the warriors have the skin
of the breast, and muscular parts of the bedy, very
curiously inescribed, or adorned with hieroglyphick
[eic] scrolls, flowers, figures of animale, stars,
crescents, and the sun in the center of the breast,
This painting of the flesh, I understand is per-
formed in their youth, by pricking the skin with a
needle, until the blood starts, and rubbing in a
blueish %inot, which is as permanent as their life,

apparently, this general astyle of clothing became relatively
stabilized over at least the next fifty years, for in the
Lower Creek country in 18235, Bernhard (182B:IT:23) says:
In the grog-shop near the agency on the Flint River
we feund s collection of drunken Indians, and
SO0me Negroes..., Several of them were well dressed;
they wore moccasins and leggings of leather; broad
knee-~bands ornamented with white glase beads, a
sort of coat of striped cotten, and upon the head
a striped cotton cloth, almost like a turban. ...fer
a treat of whiskey... eight of them performed a war
dance.
During the same year, another observer, Michael Kenan {Swan-
ton n.d.{e):7-8} reported from Fort Mitchell, that the Indians
liked to follow the fashlons of the whites, but returned to
their old style once newly-acquired white clothing had worn
out:

They admit of little or no changee, and adopt new
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gtyles, new faphions and new purauvits with a slow-
nese that amounts to indirect rejection. ...

altho the Indians's nature 13 to follow the fashions
of the whites {(if given to them) they hardiy remain
in them longer than the presents last, resuming
their "moccazineg & leggins,™ belts, fringed gowns
wilth ecapes also fringed; & their heads attired with
light *turbhans®' made with cotton shawle or hander-
chiefs [sic] & decked in feathers or skins of birds.
War implements, the rifle, tomahawk, bow & arrow,
match or *tinderf-horm, with steel & flint to
strike a fire, always accompany them.

As late as 1836, a report of a party slong the Chattahoochse
River describes The same general type of costume as observed
in the eighteenth century, as follows {Sunderman 1953:8, 11):

Paddy Carr appeared , ...decked out in a scarlet
turban with a strip of white cloth around the cen-
tre, in indieation of their friendly diesposition
and a scarlet s¢arf was thrown over one shoulder,
beside their usuval dress of calico hunting shirts,
and buckskin leggings., Some of them also wore a
smell looking-glaess suspended around the neck, for
the purposes of the tollet mand in the hand unoccu-
pied by the rifle was held a fan made of the feaw
thers from the tail of 2 wild turkey ...,. ¥ * %

««.ahead of all rode Major Paddy, on a cresm
coloured borse, his saddle covered with a scarlet
blanket; and at his side hung an Indian bullet
pouch or sukchahoo~che, highly ormamented with
party~coloured beads: his turban dietinguished from
thetrest by tha graceful floating of an eagle's
feather.

Note in the above quote that although much of the material of
the costume is of European derivation, buckskin leggings are
etill worn, eventhough earlier, in 1777, Bartram reported

the use of cloth leggings. Needless to say, there was pro-
bably considerable stylistie varlation in the dress of the
geveral thousend Creeks of the time. However, the data are
sufflecient to indiecate that, although by the Iatter quarter
of the elghteenth century many ltems of Eurcpean menufacture

had been incorporated inte Creek men's dress, these items
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were integrated into a distinetively Indian elothing style.
This Creek mants fashion became rather etabilized and con-
tinued as such well into the 1830*a, although at the later
date, presumably, many poor (reeks were weRring less elegant

élothing direetly fashioned after the whites.
Women's Clothing

Styles in women's clotbing, like that of the men, showed
early European influences. Nonetheless, as late as 1740
from the town of Coweta, comes the following description
{Anon, 19163221 }:

Women are mostly naked to the Waist wearing only
one short Feticoat wch reaches from their Walst

i little helow thelr Knees, they are very nice in
Smoothing and putting up their hair, it is So

very long when untied that it reaches to the Calvee
of their Legs.

However, by 1777, Crack females usually wore eole COvVer-

ing for the upper part of the body, ms described by Bartranm

{1791:1503}1

The dress of the females 1s somewhat different
from that of the men: their flap or petticcat

is made after a different manner, is larger and
longer, reaching almost to the middle of the leg,
and is put on differently; they have no shirt or
shift, but a 1it{le short walisicoat, ususlly made
of calieo, printed linen, or fine cloth, decorated
with lace, beads, &c. They never wear bootis or
stockinge, but their buskins reach to the middle
of the leg.

Nevertheless, even as late as 1791, Swan {(1855:275)
reported that the women ~“in generel wear no c¢lothes in sum-
mer except one single, simple, short petticoat of blue stroud

tied arcund the waist and reaching only to the upper-part of
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the kmees, and in winter they have only the addition of a
blanket {if they can get it} thrown over their shoulders.*
In addition to the blue stroud ( a type of cloth made espe-
cielly for Indian trade} mentioned above, as early as 1777
Creck women were using silver broaches and large quantities
of gilk rivbon in the decoration of their hair {Bartram
17611503},

Children, up to the age of twelve or fourteen, were
reported to have gone about sitark naked in both summer and
winter, according to a report of 1791 (Swan 1855:275),
However, an earlier source indicated that female children
were attired in women's dress even before they could walk

(Bartrem 1791:504).
Tools and Wespons

Al though a great variety cof European goods already had
been introduced to the Creeks by the mid-eighteenth century,
Swan reports {1855:6%92} that in 1791 the Creeks continued 1o
manufacture such traditional items as earthan pots, baskets,
buckskin, wooden spoons, and stone pipes. Indeed, elderly
informants among the modern-day Eastern Creeks of southwestern
Alabama, who are descendants of the so-called *Prisndly”
Creeks, remembered from their youth that there were elderly
individuals who continued the menufacture of such traditional
items as buckskin, the bow and srrow, and, in one case, even
occasional simple ceramic vessels, Even so, fifteen years

tefore Hawkine® arrival, Bartram {1791:513)} writes as
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though much of the native utilitarisn technology of the
Creeke was already in decline:
As to the mechanic arts or manufactures, at present
they have sgcarcely any thling worth observation,
since they are supplied with necessaries, conven-
iences, and sven zuperfluities by the white traders,
The men perform nothing except erecting their mean
habitations, forming their ecances, stone pipes,
tembour, eggles %aill or standard, and some other
trifling matters; for war and hunting are their
principal employments. The women are more vigi-
lant, and turn their attention to varlous menual
employments; they make all thelir pottery or earthen-
ware, noceasins, spin and weave the curious belts
and diadems for the men, fabricate lace, fringe,
embroider and decorate thelr apparel, &c. &c.
Similarly, wight {1935:2%3} in 1771 begins his l1limst of Creek
household furnishings with "Braez and tinn Xettles,* but
also includes guch natfve items 235 “pots and Pans of Clay.”
One traditional tool which was very important in the
processing of malze was the wooden mortar and peetle. This
item remained an integral part of Creek technology wall into
the twentieth century. For example, Speck reported (1915:
109) that among the Oklahoma Creeks in 1905, the corn mortar
was "a permanent fixture in nearly every house-yard,"®
Likewiee, contemporary Eastsrn Creek Informants report the
uge of the wooden mortar and pestle until about 1920.
Beginning at least as early as Hawkins* arrival, there
were concerted efforts by whites to introduce the plow among
the Creeke (aboriginally they used wooden and shell imple-
ments for tilling thelir fields}. Although this implement
was eventually accepted by the CreeXe in thelr mgricultureal
technology, as noted in Chapter II, initially there was reais-

tance to the use of horses as draft animals and, thus, the
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use of the plow, However, lists of Indian trade goods
dating from as esarly a3 1716 do include metal hoes {Brannon
1935345},

Hawkins also attempted to encourage the Creeke toc spin
and weave cotton cloth. Eventually, he was moderately suce
ceasful in hie efforts, particularly with the Lower Creeks.
However, in 1799 Hawkines found that even in the Upper Creek
towns of Tukabahchee, Hillibi, and Otcizpofa white traders
had already introduced spinning to thelr Indian wives and
relatives (Hawkins 1848:39-40, L43-44}.

¥hatever conservatism there may have been amongst the
Creeks in the acceptance of domestic and agriewltural toole,
the adoption of white~manufactured hunting implements and
weapons appears to have been very rapid. Most lmportant in
this regard were steel axes, knives, and above all, guns and
rifles, The Creeks acceptance, and indeed their rellance
upon firearms for their role in the trade Iindustry snd for
warfare, established a double link of Creek dependency on
whites, HNot only did the white man supply metal tools, but
aldgy the Creeks were dependent upon whites fer repair of
their tools and weapone, since the Creeks lacked the materi-
ale and necessary technical expertise to do thelr own repaira,

In the interest of maintaining the hunting trade, in
pro~Revoluticnary days the British established gunamithe at
Coweta, Okfuskee, and Llttle Tallasssee and paid them a
government salary of B 25 per year (Swan 1855:691-2), Per-

haps this precedent established the sentlimente behind an
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Indian*s demand for free repeir of his gun by a blacksmith
who worked on Alexander McGillivray*'s plantation, as described
by Caled Swan {Ibid.):

Wo, Walker, McGillivrayt's overseer, is a
tlacksmith, he had procured a emsll anvil, which,
in that country, might be estimated as almost worth
ite weight in gold., 4n Indian chief demanded orf
Walker, that he should mend hie gun without recmiv-
ing pay for it, alleging that he and his children
lived upon the milk of the beloved man's cows, and
were indulged to stay in the country without trad-
inf, which was pay enough, and more too. Walker
5t1ll refused to mend the gun without suech compen-
eation 23 had been made to him in commen, for his
work; upon which the chief took a sledge hammer,
and dashed the anvil %to pieces., By this blow, the
chief deprived himself of subsistence, and distressed
nearly a third part of the netien. The Indians have
ag little consideration as gratitude,

Apparently the rifles with which the Creeks were sup-
plied made the services of gunsmiths and blacksmiths especially
important, for Swan reporte (Ibid,:263) that:

The Creek Indians are very badly armed., The
chief has made it & point to Tfurnish them with
muskets in preference to rifles, which, from the
necessity of being wiped out gfter every shot, haeve
been found lesa convenient than the former. Their
muskets are of the glendsr, French manufacturae,
procured through the Spaniah government at Penga-
cola, but are sa slightly made, that they soon
become unfit for any service.

If the Indians were able to purchase for them-
selves, they would, however, prefer rifles in ail
cases, because they find them more sure and lasting:
a8 good one will, at any time, command the price
of 100 chalks, or $50, tc be paid in skins or
horses in the country.

Howaver, by at least 1802, the United States government had
established at government expense two blacksmiths shops in
Creek territory, as the British had done before them (McDer-
mott 1956:48).

In addition to rifles, there ie even one report from
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Tuckeegee, an Upper Creek town, that in 1799 there were
cannon kapt in the town square. Thaze camnon were lnoperable
and had been salvaged from the former French fort, Toulouse
{Hawkins 184B:LL}. PFrom the same report, we learn that the
people of Tuekeegee towm

have some ecattle, and 2 fine stock of hogs, more

perhaps than any other town in the nation. One

man, Sam MacNack, a half-breed, haw a fine ztock

of cattle., He had, in 17%9, one hundred and eighty

calves, They have lost their langusge, and gpeak

Creeck, and have adopted the cuatoms &nd manners of

the Creeks. They have thirty-five gunmen,

It i= important to take note that the Machack referred to as
g half-breed who had adopted Indian ways would leter remain
loyal to the U.5. and be axplicitly designated as a "Friendly
Creek."” He also was the father of the first Indian, David
“Moniac," ever eppelnted to West Point, who later fought in
the Seminole Wars of the 1830's (Nuzum 1974;1-B)., Finally,
Sam MacNack was one of e handful of Friendly Creeks who
remained in Alabama efter the Removal, and founded the contem~
porary enclave of Creek Indian descendants in Escambia County,
Alabama,

Another element of ayrmament introduced relatively late
amengat the Creeke was the gunstoeck warclub, Its importance
was probably as much symbolic as practical. This type of
club is reported to have been first introduced by Tecumseh
when ha visited the Creeks at Tuckabahchee in 1811 in order
to urge them to join his far-flung movement tc organize

resistance to further white encroachmenta, from the Great

Lakes to the Gulf of Mexico. As described by one reporter,
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the club was "rchaped like a gun stock, made of heavy woods on
the end of wome of them im a ateel or iron spike 3 or 4
inches long. Previous to that time [Tecumseh's visit] the
Creeks onmly u=ed the tomahawk, bows and arrows, the gun and
scelping~knifs* (Claiborne 18801495), The similarity of
shape between this type of elub and a gunstock suggests that
the weapon might be considered as much a fetish as an imple-
ment of war, in the same way that in some of the cargo cults
of the South Pacific imitation watches and mock firearms

were part of the magicel equipment used by believers to

speed the departure of ceolonial powers and paradexically,

the arrival of Eurcpean goods--"cargo"--for the natives, If
Nuflez {1958) and others are correct in interpreting Tecumseht's
activities as at least a quasi-religlous or quaci-magical
natlvigtic movement, this interpretation of the meaning of
the gunstock club is plausible, although difficult to demeon-
strate a% this late date,

The Shawnee, Tecumeeh, is 8lso credited with another
activity amongst the Creeks which is consistent with the
nativistic movement interpretation, namely, his attempt to
eliminate the use of alcohol by the Creeks {Anon. 1818:102).
A few years sarller, in the new religien of Handsome Lake, 2
Seneca, the use of alcehol was forbidden slso {Wallace 1969:
241}, Likewise, the peyote religion which diffused rapidiy
among American Indian groups in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries carried with it an injunction

against drinking alcoholic beverages. Apperently Tecumeeh

- ... .. .. .. ... ...
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wag unsuccessful in his efforte to eliminate alcohol among
the Creeks {Anon. 18181102). By the time of the Creek war
and afterward, intoxication hed become & severs problem for
the Creeks, However this was not always the case. In the
parly eighteenth century, unscrupulous traders already had
begun to ply the Creeks with liquoer, but, Debe (1941134} has
stated:

For a lorg time ..., they remained indifferent to
the white manfs firewater. They had occesionally

veen treated to the strange drink as a mark of
speclal favor, but they were uncontaminated by its

jnfluence. The Englieh goverrment tried to re-

agtrain the traders from selling intoxicants, and

when these regulations were vicleted the Creeks had

been known to splinter the kegs with their toma-

hawka and epill the contents untasted.
is late =a 1775, Romans (1962193) waae still able to report
that the (reeks were the only Indians that he had acquain-
tance with who stored some rum and would not drink it all
at once, even though he noted that the Creeks did *drink to
exceme as well as othera.” By the early 1800's intoxiecation
wie "8 habit extending from the national chiefs to the
[p.18 ] poorest dregs of the nation, for when they are in &
atate of intoxication all personal destruction among them is
prostrated with the tenant %o tha ground... chiefs common men
and women will wallow in filth and mire so long as they can
raige the means to purchase spirite to drink” (Stiggins n.d.:
58). Even so, In 1805 an observer from Milledgeville,
Georgia, said "they are all 'drunkerds,* but never all drunk

et oncel! Two at least, remain sober to take care of the

intoxricated onea® (Swanton n.d.{b):%). 1In 1619 near the
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town of Cosita, Hodgson (1825:I1:263) encountered the fol~
lowing scene:

Az we approeched the cabin ... we saw some Indians
in their wigwams on the road-side, One was lying
egleep before the door, his head covered with a
blankety and when I polnted to him, a woman, who

wae sitting over him, said, "Whiskey sick - Whigkey
gick.”

Hodgson also wrote that upon his arrival at Irish Bainbridge
(Ibid,:33)}:

My host regretted, in most feeling tarms, the

injury which the morals of the Creek Indlans

have sustained from intercourse with the Whites;

and especially from the introduction of whiskey,

which has been thelr bane,
FPinally, by 1836, what little land was left to indivigdual
Creek Indlians often wes taken through the mediup of alecohol,
according to Sunderman (1953:250)

Whiskey was the principal source of Creek misery.

In "establishments® near the reservations white

"shopkeepers" sold the Croeks abundant supplies

of ligquor, In return for credit they toock liens

on Creek property. Speedy forecloaures were common.

When intoxicated the lndians fregquently fought and

occasionally killed., Creek men and women would lie

promiscuously on the ground in drunken stupor

through the night. When thelr senseg returned

they found themselves heavily indebted or their

land gone,
Even in the 1970's some Eastern Creek informants stated thet
one of their forebears reputediy had lost his homestead in
the early 1900's because of the debts he ihcurred ordering
liquor shipped by train from Pensacola,

The damage done %o the Creeks, and other Indlans, by
the white man's liquor is perhape one of the earliest exam-
ples of “chemical warfare,” Unlike guns, rum wes not a

"weapon” the Craeks could turn on the whites,
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Housing

The typical, traditionel house of the Creek apparently
was made of waddle and daub, roofed with cedzsr or pine bark
ory later, with cedar shingles, as in this interesting de-
seription from Coweta town in 1740 (Anon. 1916:1221};:

Thelr Houses or Hutts are built with Stakes and
plaistered [sic] with Clay Mixed with Moss which
makes them cery [sic] warm and Tite,

Cther early descriptions of Creek houseg are algo provided
by Wight and Swan:

The Way of the Indians house that they Live
in at there towns 27 feet long and 15 feet Broad
and 12 feet high they Make the frame of Wead they
tve Stlcks a Cross from one Post to another then
they Get (lay and Grass and Mixes up to Geather
and Pilgisters it a boui Half e foot thick they Cover
the Roof With Claphoards and Bark on the top Which
Hould out the Rains So that their houses are
Seldom Wett Inside [Wight 1935:2413],

The houges they occupy are but pitiful small
huts, commonly from twelve to eighteen or twenty
feet long, and from ten to fifteen feet wide; the
floore are of earthy the walleg, six, seven and
eight feet high, supported by poles driven inte
the ground, and lethed across woth canes tied
5lightly on, and filled in with clay... The roofs
dre pitched from a ridge pole over the centre,
whick is covered with large tufis of the bark of
treea. The roofs are covered with four or five
layers of rough shingles, laid upon raftera of
round poles, the whole secured on the outside
from being blown away, by long heavy polers lazid
across them, and tied with bark or withes at each
end of the house. ...The chimneys are mzde of
peles and clay, and are built vp at one end, and
on the outside of the housze,.,

They have but one deoor at the side and near
the centre of the house; .,.thie is barricaded by
large heavy pieces of wood, whenever they quit the
house, .. Swan 1B551692],

En route to Tustaczugee and New Yorka towns In 1796, Hawkins

(1916:28) commended the hospitality of the Creeks who fed



79

him and his horse, but observed that their houses and live-
atock were poorer than those of the Cherokee, The flavor of
Creek domestic life in villages and temporary camps during
the early 1800's is partielly conveyed by the following
vignettes:

[1819--], ..Cogito,..appeared to consiet of about 100
houges, many of them elevated on piles from two to
six feet high, and built of unhewn loge, with recfs
of bark, and little patches of Indian corn before
the deors. The women were hard at work, dlgging
the ground, pounding Indian corn, or cArrying heavy
loads of water from the river: the men were either
setting out to the woods with their guns, or lying
idle before the doors.... [Hodgson 1824:11:265

On the banke of several streams we gaw
parties of several Indians, who had settled
themselves there for a few daya, to assizt travel-
lers in swimming their horses... Their rude
dwellinge were formed of four upright saplings and
a rough covering of pine bark, which they strip from
the trees with a neatness and rapidity which we
could not imitate., |Ibid.:264]

L825-Ie passed several wigwams and temporary
Indian huts, in which the men lived with the hogs,
and lay around the fire with them. A hut of this
description is open in front, behind it is cloeed
with pieces of wood and bark, The residents live
on roasted venison and Indian ecorn. The hides of
the deer, 2nd even of cattle, they stretch out to
dry in the sun, and then sell them. 4t one hut,
covered with cane leaves, there was venison roast-
ing, and bacon smoking. The venison is cut in
pieces, and spitted on a cane stalk, many such
gtalks lie upon two blocks near each other. Under
these the fire is kindled, and the stalk continugily
turned round, till the flesh is dried through.

Upcon this iz lald a hurdle made of cane which rests
onn four posts. To this are all the large pieces
suspended. The hams of bacon are laid upon the
hurdle so that the smoke may draw through them.
[Bermhard 1828:1I:28]

The couniry is comparatively populously inhabited
by lndians. They live partly in wigwams, partly in
bark cabins. DBefore one of these huts, or cabins,
hung a skinned otter, on which they seemed pre-
paring to make a meal.u%Ibid.tzhj
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[1836--I]... visited the cemp of some friendly
Indians on the Alabama side on the Chatahoochee,...
their wigwams...are dbuilt of the bark of the pine-
tree gtreiched over four poles driven perpendi-
evlarly into the ground, The sides were open...
the internal domestic arrangement consizted of
«+» A blankei or itwo spread upon the ground, upon
which were sitting the squaws engaged in making
mogcasing, .. and around them were playing the little
naked pepooses. Upon a log outside sat the digni-
fied heads of families, engaged either in smoking
their pipes, or in the enjoyment of luxurlous
indolence. ...the chief was a venerable looking
old gentleman, who glorlfied iln the title of Col.
Blue; he had served under Jackson in the last war
with the rank of Col, which title he had retalned
in preference to his Indian cognomen of Blue-Warrior,
He sat in silence grandeur at the entrance of his
wigwam, a little flag waving over his head indi-
cating his amity. [Sunderman 1953:3]

In addition to the private dwelllngs of individual Creek
families, each Creek town (but not the outlying villages)
had at its center a set of public etructures. These civie
centers usually were built on the highest elevation in the
town {(Bartram 1791:453}. The typical town center consisted
of a "Big House"=-~ &lso referred to aa *hothouse” or "rotun-
da" =-a~which was a large, 5clid hemispherlesl structure roofed
with thatch or mats and sometimes covered with mud; the
"Square Ground," consisting of four thres-sided "cabins:" and
the Chunky yard or bellgame field with a post at its center,
Creek town centers have been described in great detail by
many writers, and Howard (1968) has traced the evelution of
the publiec buildings of the Creeks, as well as other south-
eastern Indian groups.,

Each townts center was the site of political meetings,
war rallies, the conferences of high~ranking men, and perfor-

mance of public ceremonies, such as the Busk {(Creen Corn
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Ceremony). Apparently the general form of the public centers
of Creek towns changed 1iitle throughout the period that
the people remained in their netive territories. However,
there is some indicaticn, (e.g. Swan 18551693} that through
time the individusl homesteeds of Creek families became more
dispersed, often along rivers and streams, and away from the
town centers. Mawkinz appears to have encouraged such move-
ment and in 1812 states, "I believe nine-tanths of the Lower
Creeks have laft their o0ld towne and formed, or are forming
settlements on the creeks and rivers where the lands are
good and the ranse for stock good™ (Halbert and Ball 18%5:
85}, After the Removal to Oklahomz, in many places the
Creeks reconsiructed their town centers, not at the core of
a concentrated settlement, btut rather in z location easzily
accessible to the scattered families who had come from the
same native town in Alabama or Georgla {See Opler 1952},
Noreover; very few of the towns attempted to reconstruct
their "Big House" upon their arrival in Dklahoma, &nd retained
only the square grounds and "stick ball" field. Several
square grounds are still in use in Oklahoma today {See Howard
1%68). One architectural feature of these centers which may
have been an innovation in the period of the Creek War and
immediately following was the construction of a lightweight
etockade immediately around the square ground, as indicated
in the following from Cemp Armstrong, on the Chattahoochee in
1813 {Schakelford 1813):

++othey have a small fort built of poles which a

gtrong men could put up, In this fort is their square
where they hold their talks there ere four houees
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fronting each other the front open something like
a Piapar where the chlefs set sgreeahble to Rank,
in these houges are deposited their relics, &
scalps, The town house is m large bullding huilt
round at the botem [sic] for three or four feet
hight [aic] out of sticks & mud with large post of
the same hight which supporis a plate, inside of
this wall is other large post in the senter [sic]
againat which rest the remainder of the rafters so
as to bring the roof %o a point in a conleal form
on these rafters are tied small lathes which sup-
port the bark of which the roof's mgde, there is
only one door which makes it as daerk ae midnight.

The arrangement and general style of construction of
the ceremonial or civic cenier of Creek towns is perhaps one
of the most conservative features of Creek material cul ture,.
Nonetheless, assoclated with some town centers were fascinat-
Ing relics derived from European sources. Previously men-
tioned were the French cannon in the square at Tuskegea.
Likewise, physical evidence of the British presence remained
in many Creek towns in 1791, me well as the allegiance which
many Creeks held for thelr former ecolonial overlords (Swan

18554275) s

For near forty years past, the Cresk Indians
have had 1itfle interccurse with any other foreigners
but thoee of the English netion. Their prejudice
in favor of English men, and English goods, has
been carefully kept alive by tories and others, to
this day. DMoest of their towns have now in their
possession British drums, with the arms of the
nation, and other emblems, painted on them; and
some of the squares have the remnants of old British
flags yet preserved in them. They still believe
that the "great king over the water" is able to keep
the whole world in subjection,

By far the most intriguing and mysterious of all Creek public
relics, are the famed brass and copper plates of Tuckabahchee
town., By 1759 these plates had come to occupy an important
place in the ritual and ceremony of the Tuckabahchees {Pick-
ett 1851 :I1:84=86)
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On the 27th of July, 1759, at the Tookabatcha square,
William Balsover, a British trader, made inquiries
concerning their ancient relires, of an old Indian
Chief named Bracket, near a hundred years of age,
There were two plates of brase and flve of copper.
The Indisns egteemed them so much, that they were
preserved in s private place, known only to a few
Chiefs, to whom they were annually entrusted.

They ware never brought to light except once in a
year, and that was upon the occasion of the Green
Corn Celebration, when, on the fourth day, they
were introduced in what was termed the *"brass
plate dance.* Then one of the hish prophets car-
ried one before him, under his arm, ahead of the
dancers « next to him the lead warrior and then
others followed with the remainder, bearing aloft,
at the same time, whlte canes, wlth the feathers of
the swan at the top.

Formerly, the Tookabhetch2z tribe had many more
0f these relico, of different sizes and shapes,
with letters and inscriptions upen them, which were
given to their ancestores by the Great Spirit, who
instructed them that they were only to he handled
by particular men, whe must at the moment be engaged
in fasting, and that ne unclean woman must be suf-
fered to come near them or the place where they were
deposited., Bracket further related, that several
of these platee were then buried uwnder the Micco's
cabin in Tookabatcha, and had lain there since the
first settlement of the town; that formerly it
wts the custom to place one or more of them In the
grave by the gide of a deceased Chief of the pure
Tookabatcha blood, and that no other Indians in
the whole Cregk nation had such sacred relics...

4 o #
+v+When the inhabitants of this town, in the autumn
of 1836, took up the line of march for their pre-
sent home in the Arkansas Territory, these plates
were transported thence by =ix Indians, remerkable
for their sochriety and morel charzcter, at the head
of whom was the Chief, Spoke~oak, Micco, Medicine,
made expressly for their safe transportation, was
carried along by these warriors, Each one had a
plate strapped behind his back, enveloped nicely in
buckskin, They carried nothing else, but marchad
on, one hefore the other, the whole distance to
Arkansas, neither communicating nor conversing
with a soul but themselves, although several thou-
sands were emigrating in company; and welking, with
8 sclemn religious air, one mile in advance of the
pthers,

(See Howard [1968] for more detailed diseussion of the deri~

vation, use, and history of these plates).
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Trangportation and Communication

Prior to the introduction of the horse, sometime in the
late 1600ts or early 1700*s, land tranayport for the Creeks
was by human carrier, with the assistance of a tumpline.

O0n the origin of horses among the Creeks, Bartram wrote {1791:
215-216) 2

A horse in the Creek or Muscogulge tongue is
enchoeclucco, that is the great deer, {echo im a
deer and cluecco is bigr) the Siminole horses are
caid to descend originally from the Andalvsian
breed, brought here by the Spanlards when they
first established.,..East Florida.., {[Tjhe ...
Chactaw horses among the Upper Creeks... are said
to have been brought thither from New«Mexico

across Mississippi, by those nations of Indians who
emigrated from the West, beyond the river.

Hog= and cattle are similarly accounted for, according to
Abernathy (1965:19):

Scrawny hogs, whose ancestors are supposed to have
been left by DeSote and whose desecendents are said
to be the modern razor-back, roamed the woods; and
in the canebreak reglon near the Gulf, large herds
of cattle, sometimes numbering many hundred, found
their own forage, summer and winter alike.

Although horses were ridden by the Creeks, their most impor-
tant use meems to have been in the transportation of meat
and hides from the annual hunts {Swanten 1928{b):693=-04),
The Creek country was marked with a number of well-tra-
velled trails and pathways. For example, during the 1790ts
Pickett says (1851:I1:133)¢
The averuge travel was twenty~five miles a day,
The route from Pensacole was a well-beaten path,
leading up the country, and across the fatal Murder
Creek, and thence to within a few miles of the
Catoma, when it diverged into seversl irails, ohe

of which led to Tookatatcha, aleng the route of
the old Federal road, the other to Montzomery and
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Ferry, upon the Tallapcosa, This trall continued

to the Tennesgee Riwver,

In 1805 the Creek Nation signed e treaty, permitting the U.S.
goverrmment to meintain a road through their country for travel
from Georgia intc Florida {Cotterill 1954:152)., Along this
road, Indian entrepreneures, often mixed bloeds, owned and
operated hostels for travellersz, By 1825, the Creek Indians
had established toll bridges at some points, 25 deseribed in
this traveller’s account from near the Flint River in 1825
{Bernhard 1828:24.25])

' The Indians have thrown bridges over two brooks with
marshy shores, at each of them we paid... half &
dellar toll-money. The bridges are... not remari-
ably good, yet better than several in the... gtate
of Georgia,.. We met bu} few of the Indian inhabit-
ants; these were all wrapt in woollen [sic] blankets.
We only saw three wlgwams, Indian houses, chiefly
toll-houses of the bridses,

For water transporiation the Creeks aboriginally made
dusout canoes from cypress logs, using fire to asgist in the
hollowing process -- “"some of them commodicus enough %o ac-
comnodate twenty or thirty warriorst {Bartram 1791:227),

In higtorie times, at least, the Crecks alsc made use of a
coracle-like skin boat similar to the "bull boat™ of the
Missouri River tribes, as revealed in two entries from Caleb
3wan's account of hils trip with Alexander MeGillivray from
New York back inte the Creek Nation in 1791 (Swan 1855:253}:

Sept, 25th, The Indians killed a stray cow in

the woods, and stireiched her skin over hoops, inteo

the shape of & bowl, with whiech to make the experi-

ment of getting over the river,

Sept. 26th, Early in the morning the Indians

commenced the business by swimming and towing the
skin boat by a string, which they hold in their
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teeth, getting up a generesl war-hoop, te frighten

away the voraclous alligators that inhabit this

river in vast numbers.

Although lacking writing the Creeks did have devices
for extending communication beyond the human voice. In 1776,
Milford observed that certain elders among the Creeks had
in their care strands of "beads," which by thelr arrangement
served as mnemonics of important events of the past., WwWith
the aid of such beads these elderz were able to relate history
of twenty to twenty-five years (McDermott 1956:3%4), In 1803,
an individual named Mad Dog who was the keeper of wampum
belts, {(woven strings of shell beads), used these to preserve
the history of the diplomatic relations of the Creeks (Forbes
1931:287), |

In the abgence of calendars the Creeks were able, none-
theless, to make arrangements for meetings &t definite times
in the future by distributing to the parties eets of short
pleces of wood representing the number of days before the meet-
ing was to be held, with the instruction that a piece of wood
was to be thrown away as each day passed (Swanton 1928bi170L)},
Al though not referring specifically to the Creeks, Claiborne
(18B0:495) provided the following description of the means by
which threat of war could be carried rapidly amongst the
Indian settlements:

All the Indian natione have & particular kind of

war-whoop and wardance. Whenever they get any news

threatening war, or of a warlike character, the war-

whoop iz raised by those who hear it, hearing which,

the people of the lown assemble at the sguare.

When a chief gets news that the white people are

coming, or that war is at hand, he despatches [sic]
runners to the head chief and to the different towns
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to carry the news. When the runner gets close enouzh
to the town, he gives the war-whoop and centinues
whooping and running on through the town to the
square, where all who are present raise the war-
whoop, which speedily assembles the people. Other
runrers then are immediatly started off, end in
this way the news spreads speedily through the
nation - swifter than it could be carried on horse=-
back, A well-trained young Indian can run 50 miles
from day-light to dark - going all the time in a
long lope, and never tiring or stopping.

Joon after his arrival Benjamin Hawkins used runners to esta-
blish an efficient network of communication throuchout Creek

country {Ibid.:263),

From The Secretary 0f War To Captain Guion, At
Natchez, Dated September 2%th, 1797.

Mr. Benjamin Hawkins, princlpal zzent for the
Southwestern Indians, has organized a line of run-
ners, through his jurisdiction, to carry orders,
letters and dispatches. One of these will pass
from the Chactaw and Chickasaw nations, once every
three weeks, to the little Turkey town in the Creek
country, and thence te Tellieo, in Tennessee, and
to Colonel Gaither's headquarters on the Oconee,

Finally, in 1798, the U.S. factory at Fort Wilkinson employed
James Galpin as "an express rider* to the Creek Nation

{Mattison n.d,:1149=-50).



Chapter V: Social and Political Structure

John Swanton in his classic work, Social Orsanization

and Social Usarses of the Indians of the Creek Confederacy

{1928a), assembled much of the available information on the
native gocial structure and poelitical organization of the
Creek Indiane. Therefore, rather than attempting to repli-
cate Swantont's ethnographic synthes=is of the source materials,
the purpose of this and the follewing chapter i=z to adum-
brate gignificant changes in Creek social and political
organization during the pericd of this study. However, in
order to accomplish this purpose, & general summary of the
major outiines of Creek social structure will be presented
first.

C¢lian, FPbhratry, and Moiety

The major social and political institutions of the Creek
Indiang were based on kinship, aspecifically the principle
of matrilineal descent., The fundamental scocial institution
of the Creeks was the matrilineal clan, These clans were
non-localized and regulated marriage, in that they were
etrictly exogamous. In some cases clans held polltical and
ceremonial prerogatives. Also, clans functioned as economic
groups in the assignment of plots in the town plantation.
Finally, clans were legally responsible for their members.

Writing as late as 1818, one observer (Anon., 1818:102)
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stated, "In many instances their laws pake relations respon-
sible for each othert this has created among them a great
attention to family; there is 1ittle special intercourse,
except among those united by the ties of blood."

The Creek clan holding the most pronounced special
privileges was the Wind Clan., Stiggirms {(n.d.t65) reported:

T he nation consists of nine clans or families
¥iz, the Wind the Bear the Panther the Bird the
Polecat the Fox the Potato the Red Paint and the
isfanna which is compoded of many small ones—-
of all the ¢lans the most numerous & priviledged
is the wind family who are admitted exclusively
to raise with their sticks and embody their clans
people three times to take satisfaction of an of-
fender toward cne of their famlly, that is for minor
offences such as commiting adultery stealing etec.
by one of ancther family, whereas should any of
the other c¢lans rise with their sticks and embody
once and the offender escape them and they lay
down their sticks they can embody no more, the
Boos ke tah Green Corn Ceremony is a curb and
restraint to the priviledge of the wind family,
for if an offender escapes, after one of the wind
family has raised his clansmen, and keep out of
reach to the celebratlion of the Booe ke %tah then
in that case they are as one of the other clans
obliged to withhold.--

Moreover, "all grown wolten of the Wind family are to be

called grandmother by all the other families" (Swanton
1528{a)1145), However, there are indications that other c¢lans
held titles, or at least names that carried with them
pelitical euthority, for example (Ibid,:305):

At Tuckabagchee, and probably the other prin-
cipal Creek towns 25 well, the isti Atcaghei, the
tastédndgis, and some of the other clagsses bore
names which were paszed on to their successors,
and hence emounted to titles. In fact the war
names owned by each clan were thus paseed on and
were therefore rather titles than true names,

Since these titles were conferred under state
auspices the persons bearing them wight be repgarded
as officials and from that fact possessed of a
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share in his government, The government of a
Creek town or little state, for such it really
was, is thus seen to have rested on bodies of
men owing thelr positions partly to descent and
partly to recognized prowess in war,

Creek clans were loosely grouped together into phratries.

However, the phratry connectione of specific clans varied

somewhat from town to town, According to Swanton {Ibigd.:

123} phratry organization was manifested ¢learly at the

arnnual busk:

At the time of the annual ceremonial called the
busk it wag customary for each clan, or each set
of clans considering themeelves related, to hold

a council and Iisten to an address from ite cldest
or ablest "uncle* {pawa), who reviewed the events
of the preceding year, praised theose who had done
well, and reprimanded =nd even threatened those
who had done badly, It scmetimes happened,
however, that a clan was too weak in numbers to
maintain & council of its own, in which case it
would examine the speakers of the different coun-
cils mnd, choosing one who appeared tc be parti-
cularly good, its leaders would approach the leaders
of that particular couneil and say, “We will be
with you and join you in your couwncils.® Children
brought up together and catechised fogether in
this manner usually considered themseives brothers
and sisters and it was not thought right for them
to intermarry, but the ruie appears not teo have
been maintained with absoluote rigidity in the
cases of the large, well-recognized clans which
might happen o be reduced sometimes to the neces-
sity of resecrting to this expedient. Nevertheless
the insztituiion tended toward the development of
exogamous hodies differing consideradbly in composi=-
tion in the different tewns, and it is no doubt
accountable for the peculiar inconsistencies among
them .

In general, the strongest Creek social ties were between

members of the same clan and, secondarily, between clang

linked in the phratry relationship. HNonetheless, there is

evidence of friendship and close social relationships which

transcended lines of gonsanguineal kin ties {Swanton 1928a:



g1

452, Stiggins n.d.:57),

In addition to groupings of clans into phratries, a
moiety divislien was another principle of social structure
underlying much of the political 1ife of the Creeks., The
clans of each town were divided into twe groups, i.e.,
moieties: one called hethagalgi, "white people® or "white
clansg,” and the other called tecilockogalgi, or *“people of a
different speech,” a term alsc applied to tribes like the
Hitechiti, Alabama, and Yuchi, which did not use the Muskogee
language* {Swanton 1928a:156~158}, The clans of the white
molety were ritually and soclally associated with matters
of peace; those of the other moiety were associated with war
and its symbolic color, red. Another functlon of the
moleties was that this alignment determined the sides in ball
gamee played within a town {Ibid.:165)., Uniike clans and
phratries, the moieties did not regulate marriage, but there
is some indication that in ancient times the white clans did
not intermarry {Ibid,},

Towns

Al though in theory Creek clans might constitute one
large kinship group, in reality the clans were dispersed
amongst the several local settlements called falwa or town,
In other words, each local territorial group of the Creeks
consisted of representatives of several clans, The towns
had definite boundaries, indicated by creek ridgses {thus,
ene pogsible origin of the English tribal appelation,

"Creck™) or other landmarks {Stiggins n.d.:56). As noted
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previously, each ¥own corporately owned its hunting terri-
tories and held a communal plantation in which each clan
cultivated its plot. Towns funetioned also as the primary
ceremonial unit of the Creeks.

Civil leadership in each town was provided by indivi-
duals who bore the title migco {mico, mikol}., According to
Stiggins {Ibid.), many towns had at least one tenth of their
population bearing this title, These titles represented a
gradation of guardians or gverseers of town property and
supervisong of such matiers as the relegation of responsi-
bilities for maintaining the town plantation, and distribu-
tion of stores in the town granary (Swanton 1928a:278), The
highest ranking miceo held the most authority. The head
micco were alsc responsible for the schedullng and organi-
zation of the busk {Green Corn Ceremony), the major ceremony
of each Creek town.

The inavguration of a new miceo is deseribed in the
following account from about 1790 {Stiggins n.d.:56):

re+ W hen it 1ls thought necessesry by the principal

men or committee of townsmen to make a mic co, they

proceed very ceremoniously in thelr rude way to his

inauguration, fo wit -~ without his being previously
conaul ted on the subject, when they have made %the
determination to effect it, end at their townhouze
agseemnbly, they advance up to him and eall him at

the seme time in a loud long and shrill %one by a

neme that he ls thereafter to go by, with the addi-

tion of mic co -- for instance such as yo ho lo mie

20 +v. and at the same time they smear hie face over

with white clay -- a ceremony immitating in impor-

tance the accolade of Xnighthood and Sir -« though
gsome of the mic cos do rise to be a prineipal chief

it ls by his merit, for his nominal office is for

town purpeses to admonish regulate and keep in

peace the members of their town peocple by whom they
are regarded with respect and deference, there are
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other applicable sir names given to distinguish

their grade in their town police, they attend the

appointed national c¢ells only as mutes, for in the

national mssembly none have a voice, but such as

gre appointed to national purposes....
The head miccs was advised and asgisted in his duties by a
get of named officers, and a general councii of the adult
men, often meeting in the town square or at the rotunda or
*hothouse,” According to Stigzgins (Ibid,:59) the men of a
town gathered at least once a week, and in the town of Tucka-
bahchea they met every morning to drink the Biack Drink, a
ritual emetic, and discuss matters of import. Az to the
power ol the head miceo, Swanton (1928(a}:279-80) smys,

Theoretically the miko was little more than head

of the tribal council ard spokesman of his tribe,

but hieg actual power varied with his individual

ability. Although such cases may have occurred,

there 1s no record of m miko undertaking any

important action without conferring with hie coun-

cil. #® # #

The miko had the seat of honor in the public

square, and we learn from Spanish sources that

before horses were introduced he was carried about

on gtate occasions in a iitter borne on the shoulders

of his principal men.
The two most important duties of the micculga or "migcos®
were, internally, the maintainence of civil peace and order
within the community and, extermally, the conduct of diplo-
mecy, particularly peace negotiations, in extra-town rela-
tions. Of all the functions of the miceco, it was the
avthority to negotiate settlements of peace with other zroups
which seems to have been most seriously undermined as a
regult of contact with whites. Suggestive in this regarg is
Hawkins observation that, ™in some cases, where the resentment

of the warriors has run high, the Micco and council have
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been much embarrassed™ {Hawkins 1848172}, These develorments
seem to parallel closely the problem of the League of the
Irogquois in New York State during colonial times, in that
local war leaders often were able to achieve greater power
than the traditional sachems of the League, and thereby over-
ride the authority of League chiefs, {This point will be
dealt with more in the next chapter,}

In mat¥ers of warfare, leadership alsc was provided by
a ranked series of officials, as deseribed by Swanton {1928aa
297}

.+« there were three general classes of war officials.

The highest were the tastindglligi, the next in rank

the imaYa YAka'lgi, or "big imalas,® and the third

the imaYa YAbotsk&lgi or little imalas,
¥hile Swanton?s deseription suggests a permanent structure
of talwa war leeders, Milford about 1780 suggested that while
the title may have been permanent, the authority of wer
leaders was transient. Although it is unclear whether his
remarkes apply to the head warrior of towne per se, or only
to a “natioral® War Chief, Milford states {(MoDermott 1956:
165-167, 176=177} that the *Tastenegy or Grand War Chief's*
misaion

was to direet 211 military operations, take all

necessary measures to avenge an injury inflicted

cn the pation, and defend its rights, He was

invested with sufficient suthority for this pur-

pese; but this authority, which made him the first

sentry of the state, the father, shield and buckler

of the homeland, conly lasted so long as the danger.

Once peace wa:s reestablished and the troops had

returned to the bosom of the nation, he becane

again e private citizen and was only the chief

soldier.
1f he had given no occasion for compilaint



during the exercise of his authority, he always
retained the rigzht to resume his post =28 scon as
the opportunity arose; and for that very resson,
it was incumbent upon him to watch continually
over the public safety and apprise the peace
chiefs of any injuries inflicted on the nation or
of anything that might distur®k its tranguility,
When he had announced the necessity of mustering
the warriors, a club was immediately exposed in
public, part of which was painted red, which
meant that a portion of the nation, that is, the
young men, must be prepared to march, For if
the whole ¢lub had been painted red, the entire
nation would have had to hold itself in readiness,
something that happened only in exceptional cases.
& ¥

When it is necessary to order the warriors to
rendezvous at a given place, the Grand War Chief
distributes to each subordinate chief a club
partially painted red. This is generally accompan-
ied by a given number of little wooden sticks
which gerve to indicate to the warsiors who carry
them to the different districts of the nation
the day they must appear &t the general rendeze
vous with the required number of young warriors.
Each day, at dawn, they throw away a stick, and
the day they throw away the last one gshould cor-
respond with their arrival at the rendezvous.
There have been few cases of delay in the general
muster. In order to prevent any siip of memory,
the bearers of the red club are obliged to give
the password daily to each chief, this being
usuglly the name and date of the rendszvous,

¥ T *
During the battle, the Grand Chief is usually
stationed in the csnter of the army. He distri-
butes the reserves wherever he thinks the danger
greatest, and when he sees thai his army is giving
way and he fears lest it surrender to the enemy,
he then advances in person and fights hand to hand,
A war whoop repeated to the right and the left
notifies ali the warriors of the danger to which
their chief is exposed. Immediately 811 the
reserve corps close ranks and march to the place
where the Grand Chief is in order t¢ compel the
enemy to relinquish him; if he is dead, they would
rather all be killed than abandon his body to the
foe without first taking his scalp. They attach
such dishgnor to the loss of this scalp that, when
the danger is great and they cannot, despite all
efforts, prevent his falling into the enemy’s
hands, the warrior nearest the chief kills him
himself, takes his scalp, and, running off with a
yell knowvn only to the savages, proceeds to the
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place to which this same chief had directed them

to retreat in the event of defeat. 41l the sub-
ordinate chiefs, informed of the death of the Grand
Chief by this yell, prepare to retreat, and as soon
as that is accomplizhed and before taking .any

other measure, they proceed to appoint the new
Grand War Chief so that the enemy will not be

aware that the first one has been killed.

The Mugkogees are very warlike and are not
digcouraged by defeat; the day after an unsuccess-
ful battle, they march against their enemy as
intrepidly as before.

Even if the authority of the Great Warrier or Tastanegy
of a town might have been limited to times of actual warfare,
there was some strain in the relationship between the head
war leader and the micco with higs counselors. For, as
Hawkins noted {1B848:72), eivil and milltary leaders might
disagree as to when war was necessaryt

War is always determined on by the Great
Warricr, When the ¥iceo and counseliors are of
opinion that the town has been injured, he lifts
the war hetchet againet the nation which has injured
them., But ag soon az it is teken up, the Miceo and
counsellors may interpose, and by their prudent
councils, stop it, and proceed to adjust the
Eisunderstanding by negotiation. 1f the CGreat
Warrior persists and goes out, he is followed by
all who are for war., It is geldom a town is
unanimous, the nation never is; and within the
nemory of the ¢ldest man among them, it is not
recollectad, that more than one half the nation
have been for war at the same time; or taken, as
they express it, the war talk.

The Great Warrior, when he marches, gives
notice where he shall encamp, and sets ocut some-
times with one or two conly, He fires off his gun
and sets up the war whoop. This is repeated by
gll who follow him, and they are sometimes for
one or two nights marching off,

It would appear then, that by at least the late eighteenth
century, the adminigtration and leadership of Creek towns was
characterized by some degree of tension between the civil

authorities, that iz the micculga, and the military leaders,
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The Confederacy

The origin of a confederation of Creek towns is unclear.
Swanton {192Ba;307) gives the Tollowing overview of the
al ignment of towns within the Confederacy:

The towns drawn intc the confederation were also
divided... geographically, intc two groups which
came to be known to the white pecple as Upper

and Lower Creeks., While the confederation appears
to have originated with the Lower Creek towns
Xazhita and Coweta, the Upper Creaks were more
numerous and naturally demsnded recognition. Qne
of the largest and mest powerful Upper Creek

towns was Tukabahchee, whilch early entered upon
terms of friendship with Coweta and soon came to
be considered as the head war town of the Upper
Creeks. To complete the mythic number four and

to include a White town [one whose mico came frem
g8 clan in the White molety | from among the Upper
Creeks, Abihks waes sdded to these, and the four
wore regarded as the "foundation towns* of the
confederacy, Coweta and Kasihta belng, respsctively,
the head war and psace towns of the Lower Creeks
and Tukabahchee and Abihka the Head war and peace
towns of the Upper Creeks. There is said to have
been B great deal of social revalry between them.
Each of these four towns also had a ceremonial
title. Coweta wae called Cowoeta mAhma'yagi, "tall
or high Coweta;" XKasihta, Kasihta Yako, "Big
Kasihta;” Tukabahchee, Tukabahehee spokogii and
Abihka, Abihka nAgi. The meaning of the Abihka
title is unknown, but since Abihke was the fron-
tier town sgainst the Cherokee and Chickasaw, its
DPeople were alsp called "the door shutters.»

Although Swanton credits the Lowsr Creeks with establishing
the confederacy, ihere iz 8 curlous contradiection with Bar-
tram*s observaticn that the Lower Creeks “"&re .,., & treacher-
cus pecple, lying so far from the eye and contrel of the
nation with whom they are confederate,..” (Bartrsm 1791:438),
Regardlesa of the originse of the confedermcy, the extent
to which it could exact compliance from the member towns is

2 matter of some question. Schooleraft {1860:¥I1:199) noted:
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"The Muskogeee, or Creeks, mssumed to be a confederacy of
seven tribes, but their association wasz so loosely organized,
ga destitute of governmental power, that it could not meke
levies, procure volunteers, meet out punishments, or grant
rewards,.” Similarly, Swan (1855:279) writez: “Every indi-
vidual has so high an copinion of his own importence end
independence, that it would be difficult, if not imposeible,
to imprese on the community et large the necessity of any
gsocial compact, that would be binding upon it longer than
common danger threstened them with the loes of lands angd
hunting rangees.™ In essence, the Creek Confederecy appears
to have been a kind of uneasy non-gagreseion pact among the
saveral towns of whiech it was comprised (Swanton 1928{a}i1408).
The extant to which the Confederacy was something more than
simply & non-agreseion pact ie A matter of some debate.

As early ae the 1770's, the French traveller, Bossu,
described an annual zenaral asgembly of the representatives
of the various towns of the Creek Confederacy, meeting at
"the chiefl plece of the nation™ in a "great ecabin” made
expressly for the assembly (Ibid. 310), From about the year
1790, Milford (McDermott 1956:145-147) provides the following
deseription of the national agsembly of the Creekst

vv+the chiefes of the nation muat assemble every

year in the menth ol May to hold 2 grand council

and discuss there all affairs, domestic as well ae

foreign, of interest to the nation. When all are

congregated at the rendezvous called the Grand

Cabin, ... the eouncil is constituted, and after

it is constituted no member mey leave the enclo-

sure till all the business of the nation ies con-

cluded, The president alene is permitted to abeent
himself for a brief period, but he is obliged,
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like all the rest, to pass his days and nights in
the assembly and to be present at all the deli-
berations.

¥hile the assembly is in session, nc one may
come within twenty paces of the Crand Cabin. Only
the warrior chiefs are admitted here. The Subor-
dinate chiefs pregent are there te wait upon the
others, but they have no voice in the deliberations.
The women are charged wlth the preparstion of the
necessary food and drink for the zassembly; they
bring the provislions and put them down at the
designated distance; the subordinate chiefs go to
feteh them and in turn place them in the Grand
Cabin for the asgembly.

In the center of the quadrangle formed by the
cabine a fire is kindied which burns continually,
At sundown the young people of both sexes congre-
gate and dance round this fire till an appointed
hour. Durinz thisz time the assembly adjourns,
and each member, if he thinks fit, betakes himself
to the cabin allocated to his rank; or else he
remains in the Grand Cabin to enjoy the dancing and
diversions of the young folk, but without belng
permitted to leave the gquadrangle +till all the
business ¢f the assembly has been transacted.
¥hen the dancee, which may not last beyornd a stipu-
lated time, are over, each of the members, if the
business of the assembly ls not too urgent, liee
down in the cabin appertaining to hls rank; but
at the break of dawn, a drum summons all ithe chiefs
to the assembly which remains in session till sun-
down.

Despite the ambigulity of the extent to which the Creek
Confederacy was a viable and solidary political unit invested
with autherity, Swanton (1928b1696) suggests that the Confed~
eracy contained within it & sense of national territory:

Cwnershlip of land, or perhaps rather control of
land, was by towns, but in the case of...the Creecks
sev 8 kKind of eminent domain was exercised over

it by the larger body [the confederacy]. This

was usually latent, making its appeerance princi-
rally when the town desired to part with its lande
to outsiders, such as the whites. Wlithin the towns
lands, ownership depended upon occupancy and was
terminated with it.

Within the Creek Confederacy there appears tc have been

a clear political division, as well as geographical separation,
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between the Upper and Lower Creeks, For example, "these two
towns have, in almost every inetance, furnished the head
Chiefs of the nations Tuckabatchee furnishing the upper

town Chief - Cuseta, the Lower town Chief" {Woodward 1859:114),
Indesed, one writer implies that there was a collective senge
of regional territory between Upper and Lower Creeks, respec=
tively, in that originally the Upper Creeks did not infringe
on the hunting rights of the Lower Creeks, but, following

the close of the American Revelution in 1783, the Upper Creeks
did begin to lay claim on the right to hunt in territory of
the Lower Creeks {(American State Papers, Indian Affairs
1832¢11:785),

Within the division of Upper and Lower, there wsre yet
further dictinctions along lines of peace and military func-
tions, as for example amongst Lower Creeks it wae reported
that Apalachicola was considered to be the "mother town" of
the confederacy, "it was sacred peace” and no capital punigh-
ments were inflicted there; however, the Lower town of Coweta
was known as the bloody town, and it was there that criminals
were executed and that agsemblies for praparation for war
took place {(Claiborne 1880:49G).

There is considerable variation among observers in their
characterizations of the strength of the Creek Confederacy
government. These differences of opinion as instructive with
regard to the problematic nature of the Creek Confederacy.
For example, in 1791, Csleb Swan stated "the government, if

it may be termed one, is a kind of military democracy. At
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present, the nation has a chief whose title is Steutsa'cco’-~
Cho'ota® or the great beloved man., He is eminent with the
people only for his superior talents and political abilities"
{Swan 1855:279). However, another writer {Anon., 1818:101-102}
in 1B18B suggested that while the government of the confedera=-
cy itself remained easentiamlly democratic, the town *chiefg®
were invested with considerable auvthority in their own right:

The govermment of the Creeks is in form repubvlican;
each town or village elect a chief or king, whose
authority is never disputed so long as he remains
in office, and who represents his town in the

great council at which the business of the nation
iz itransacted, and where a speaker or head man of
the whole is elected., The military authority is
distinct and subordinate to the civil, MNecIntosh,
the celebrated warrior, reports to and recelives
orders from the civil head of the government,

Eut although their chiefs are thus elected they are
invested with more power than any legitimate sover-
eign in Europe, and the sulmission the people pay
to their superiors is so remarkable, that they
freely submit to the most arbitrary acts of the
chiefs.

During the twenty-five years between these two descriptions,
it would appear that at a formal level, the leaders of the
Confederacy had attained considerably mcore power than was
the case in the latter half of the eighteenth century. 4
description by Stiggins {Swanton 1928a:314-315), although
somewhat self-contradictory, suggests that the United States
government may have played an important role in formalizing the
power and authority or the Confederacy over town leaders,
The form of Government under which they live

ig a tyrannical oligarchy in its principles and

practiced under that head to the full extent,

At a slight view the most of people suppose and

say that it is a democracy on republiean princi-

ples but it is far different, for all public busi-

ness whether of a national or private character
12 done by the chiefgs. Though the nation is
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summoned in what is termed their grand council,
when the state of the nation is supposed to be
examined into, and their oral laws made, the assem-
bly say not a word in the watter. For while in
their sittings the assembled body of the nation

git as mutes, without being consulied in any manner
until a few chiefs in their council house make

the laws for their government without condescending
to agk an opinion or approbation in any case, the
national body being merely convened to hear what

is done, for after a law is digested by the chiefs
the national convention is informed of its tendency
by the orator of the nation in & very exact and
precise mamner, wheo moreover informs tham of all
that has been iransacted, which new law when they
are made acquainted with its tendency, let it be

as it may, they are the mwost obedient subjects
under tha sun to the penalties of it, be it oppres-
sive or not. Should they infringe the law they
will suffer beating, confiscation of their propertiy
or even death without a murmur or family resentment.
Moreover, should an Indian be obstreperous in
contending for his right of property or otherwise
or obtrude on the right or even interestz of a
chief, the chiefs c¢an so far tyrannize after a
consul tation as to have him beaten or slain, as

2 common disturber of the peace, without any

other imputation ¢f guilt than a law breaker as
they term it.

In {former days in the time of their self
importance and undisturted goverrnment, before an
agent was located in the nation by the U.S5. o
improve their morale and reform their customs,
their ordeined chiefs were more rude, aetive, and
despotic and more frequent in thelir mendates of
tyranny, and not near so uniferm and circumspect
in their deportment as now toward the common men.
In later years the principal chiefs or great men
of the nation have been increased to abgut fifteen
in number. Their nomination has been approved as
such by the agent of the Government and recognized
as such by all the tribes. They are invested with
power and authority to superintend the affairs of
their national Government with the incumbenit duties
annexed, such as recelving the national salary
from the agent of the U.5, and paying their publie
debts, which they seemingly do with & national
concurrence., For they never undertake or do any
important bueiness without a national convention
when the chiefs deliverate and through their oretor
inform the aasembled body of the nation, of what
they have determined and diamiss them.

By 1BZ5 the natiocnal council of the Craek Nation appears to
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have become, if not a powerful body, at leaet a highly
structured and ritualized assembly, as indicated in a
report by Kenan from Fori Mitchell in that year {Swanton
ned.(b):7):

Smoking the Calumet ©preecedes all impertant

Naticnal deliberations, through which the Council's
authority is invoked, to arbitrate dissensions,

or settle conflicting interests belonging to

"Towns" or Setilements... After the Couneil is
declared ready for business, a line is formed
of the Chiefs, Headmen, Warriors & Speakers,

ineluding Delegates, Medicine men, & other distingues,
ranged according to rank znd influence, This Tille
or 1ine is formally appreached, Pipe in hand,
by the presiding officer of the Council,,..lights
the Calumet, takes a whiff & pa=sesz it to the King
or Head man, & so on, to the last of the participants.
As the last graceful curl of smoke ascends away,
the *‘man of ceremony*' raises his hand & supplicates
the Tavor of the Great Spirit upon their delibera-
tiens; seeming to regard the fumes as conveys &
messengers.

Law and Order

The available evidence suggests that while the national
assembly of the Creek Confederacy originally may have been
limited in its power to exact complience from its constia=
tuents, within each town, local officials held eonsiderable
power, According to Swanton (1928a1356-357)1

Failure to attend the busk waa penalized by the

imposition of flnes or confiscation of property,

and similar punishments were resorted to for

other derelictions in duty to the community.

Thus, the Tukahahchee chierfr said to Hitchcock:

"When we order out the people to mmrke a public

fonce, if they don't turn out, we send and takxe

away thelr gun, horse, or something else to punish

them, *
Likewise, although adultery ordinarily was punished by the
kinsmen of the offended, if an individual committed the act

a third time, this became a matter of public concern to be
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dealt with by town authorities {Williams 19301152}

««o¥or their law says, that for public heinous

crimes, satisfaction should be made visible to

the publie, and adequate to the injuries of the

virtuwous, - to... prevent others from following

such a dangerous crooked copy. ... they are

ordered by their ruling magi and war-chieftains,

to be shot to death, which i3 accordingly executed:

but this seldom happens.,

Incidentally, & report in 1777 from the town of Muklasa
reveals that a trader had become entangled in the local code
of justice {Partram 1791:447-448),

« vy friend the trader.., had been detected in

amourcus intrigue, with the wife of a young chief

.1+ [1]lega) satisfaction,,.in this case is cutting

off both ears ¢f the delinguent, close to the head,

which is called cropping.

Al thouch some sources indicate that there were no
explicite laws against stealing (Hodgsen 1824:IT:1267-8),
Claiborne (1880:493} stated, "theft... is punished by whip-
ing., The Creeks not only whip severely, but cut off the ears
of the culprit, and fasten them up in the town square,"
which suggests that thievery, like repeated adultery, was
regarded as a public crime,

One offense that was significantly not regarded by the
Creeks as & public crime was that of murder. As is true of
many peoples of the world, the Creeks of the eighteenth
century regarded muzrder as a private matter bhetween clans,
Thus, in technical terms in customary Creek law murder was
treated as a tort rather than a c¢rime. From about the year
1800 comes this description of the Creek customs regarding
retribution for murder {Stiggins n.d.:68):

. «+when one of ancther Clan should even by chance
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should kill one of their blead relatlion on the
mothers gide of the family, their customary lews
«+s dictate who so sheddeth mans blood by man
his blood must be shed-=- Time nor distance cannot
palliate their revenge for should the perpetrator
make his escape one of his cousins or brothers on
his mothers side is taken . one of his blood
kindred or himself must atone for the lost male
for mals angd famale for female,. ...

Hawkins (1848:74.5) in 1799 reported that there was a more
exaoting alternative t¢ "indiscriminate” clan revenge, but
explicitely states that neither town nor national authorities
had any jurisdietion regarding cases of murder:

If murder is committed, the family and tribe[clan]
alone have the right of taking satisfaction, They
collect, consult and declde., The rulers of the
town, or the nation, have nothing to do or say in
the buginess. The relations of the murdered person
consult first amorg themselves, and if the case is
clear, and their family or tribe are not likely to
suffer by their decision, they determine on the
case definitively. When the tribe may be effected
by it, in a doubtful case, or an old ciaim of
saticfaction, the family then consult with their
tribe; and when they have deliberated and resolved
on satisfaction, they take the guilty one, if to be
gome at, If he flies, they take the nezrest of
kin, or one of the family, In come cases, the
family which has done the injury promises repara-
tion: and in that case are allowed 2 reasonable time
to fulfill their promise; and they are generally
earnest of themselves, in their endeavors to put
the guilty to death, to save an innocent person.

One must take care to note that the Creek institution of
retribution followed matrilineal clan lines exclusively as
neatly expressed by Claiborne (1880:493-4)}, "If an Indian's
wife is killed, some of the ¢lan of the deceased wife must
kill the slayer. Should the husband do it the elan of the
slayer would kill him,"

The Creek treatment of murder as a matter to be dealt

with between the clans of the murderer and his victim, rather
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than a public crime, was a major source of difficulty in
the Creeks' dealings with whites, In the Eurc-imerican view,
of course, murder was regarded as one of the mest heinous of
public crimes to be punished by the community at large. &s
Hawkins succinetly states (1848:75): ©This right of judging
and taking satisfaction, being vested in the family or the
tribe, is the sole cause why their treaty stipulations on
this head, never have been executed.” However, &s early as
1752, at least some Creeks attempted to accommodate to the
differing view of whites in the punishment, = in Bosomworth's
vivid description of such an episode 2t Abihkutci.,  Bosomworth
was an English agent, and was on a mission to try to get
the Creeks to atone for the murder of a white which had
taken place. The Indiane were not used to killing their own
people for having killed an "enemy" {l.e. white or non-Creek
Indian}. The "unele”™ of the Indian who had committed the
murder addressed himself to the zesembly {Bosomworth 1756:87)1:

The man that has Commited the mischief is my own

flesh and Blood ... he said that if his nephew

was afraid to Dye, for the good of his people and

for Satisfaction to the English, he would Sacrifice

hig own Life for him,.. The uncle retired to a

Conference with his Nephew and Told him that the

Day was Come that one or the other of them must

Dye..., without further Hesitation... the nephew

found a Long French Knife with that in ome hand

and paint in the other with which he Besmirched

himself Came out intc the open Street snd made a

Publick Declaration that as one of his Family had

spilt the Blood of a white man and was affrayed to

Dye for it he waz going to pay the Debi for him

for the Good of his people and for Satisfaction to

the English and with the greatezt undauntedness

Struck the Knife into hie Gullet and immediately

Dyed with the Wound,

Be that as it may, as early as 1799 the elimination of the
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custom of blood revenge appears to have become a major con-
cern of the United States goverrment, as they tighterned their
control cver the Creek Nation and its national aseembly.
In July, 1817, the Council of the Creek Nation at Fort
Hawkins, under pressure from General bitchell, the United
S5tates Agent, abolished "their ancient law of retaliation,
vhich permitted a murder to be satisfied by taking the life
of a relation of the murderer, if the principal could not be
found; and have thus forbidden the practice of indiscriminate
revenge. On this point they have passed a written law"
(Nilew Weekly Register August 16, 1817:399). The abolition
of the custom of clan revense did not necessarily lead to
the adoption of white standards of legal justice in the case
of murder, as indicated by an episode recorded by an anony-
mous traveller (Anon, 1818:102) in 1818, just one year after
the abolition of clan revenge:

In one of the villages I passed, there had been a

few days before A fracas, 2t which a man was killed,

The murderer was immediately secured and the chief

ordered him te dig a grave for the man he had

killed and put him into it., After he had done this,

he told him to put a cow hide over the wman; while

doing this the chief knocked him in the head, and

buried them both together, acting him self as

judge, jury, executioner and sexton,
Foreover, the abolition of blood revenge was not automatically
accomplished by the action of the Creek national aesembly, as
intimated by Hodgson (1824:I1:1267):1 "The murderer is now
publicly executed; the law of private retaliation becoming

gradually obeolete” {emphagis ours).
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war

The Creek Confederacy, while founded on agreement of
non-agression amongst the towns, had to deal with the problem
of a strong emphasis on warfare in Creek culture, In part,
the military expleoits of the Creeks were economic in nature,
as noted by Romans {1962:91} in 1775, "truly politiciens brea,
and se¢ very jealous of their lands, that they will net only
not part with any, but endeavor constantly to enlarge their
territories by conquest and claiming large tracts from the
Cherokeee and Chactaws.” Egually important to any eccnomie
motives was the role of warfare in the establishment of
individual prestize and achievement of political influence
among the Creeks. "Social advancement depended almost entire-
1y upon success in war, for while it is true that other
abilities were recognized, such as oratory, wisdom in council,
and stoicism under trial, yet unless the possessor of such a
gift had been on a war expedition he would not ordinarily
receive a title and must remain among the boys® (Swanton
1928a:366). One of the major evidences of success in warfare
was the taking of scalps. All scalps were not equal in value
but were classified, depending upon the exploits that were
necesgary to obtain them; apparently the chiefs establ ished
the value of each scalp. Advancement, both ecivil and mili-
tary, is based upon the number and value of thege scalps®
(McDermott 1956:194), In short, without warfare, Creeck men
had no avenuves to politicsl prestige and authority within the

tovn.,
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Warfare was no casual matter however, but attended by
much ceremony and activity tinged with religious signifi-
cance. MNilford wrote {McDermott 1956:172-173):

There are two war medicinee, the "big" and the
*little,” and it is for the Grand Chief to desig-
nate which is to be taken. The big medicine
fanaticizes the soldier, so to speak, When he
has partaken of thie, he thinks he is invulnerable...
The 1little mediecine gerves to diminish, in his
eyes, the dangers. Full of confidence in his
chieftain, he is easily persuaded that, if the
little war medicine only ie administered, it is
because the cireumstances do not warrant the big.
It therefore rests with the sagacity of the chief
to turn this superstition to account.

This medicine,,, has two purely physireal
effects, The first is that, since the Indians are
very fond of strong drink, a way must be found to
deprive them of it without causing them to murmur.
The medieine, whether big or little, offers such &
means, because they are not allowed to drink any
liquor before taking it, a regulation that they
observe very punctiliously. And the chief, being
at liberty to order it whenever he deema it expe-
dient, may in this way maintain the utmost sobriety
in the army. The second effect iz that this medi-
¢ine is really aperient, and the warrior thus purged
finds himself less exposed to danger from his
wounds, which, in point of fact, heal very guickly
if they are not mortel, (Ibid.:172-73)

Hawking (1848:79-80) provides further details on Creek
war medicines:

When young men are going to war, they go inte a
hot-house.,. and remain there for four days,

They drink the Mic-co-ho-yonee=-jau and the pes-sau,
and they eat the Sau-watch-cau. The rfourth day,
they come out, have thelr bundles ready, and march,
This bundle or knapsack, iz an old blanket, some
parched corn flour and leather to patch their
moccasins, They have in their ghot bags, a charm,
& protection against all 1ils, called the war
physlic, compoged of chit-to gab«by and Is-te-pau-pau,
the bones of the =nake and lion.

The tradition of thiz physie is, that in cld
times, the lion, {Is=tc~pau-pan), devoured their
reople. They dug a pit and ceught him in it, just
after he had killed ocne of their people, They
covered him with lightwood knets, burnt him and
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reserved his bones.

The snake was in the water, the vld people
sung and he showed himself. They sung again, and
he showed himself a little ocut of the water. The
third time he showed his horns, and they cut one;
again he showed himself a fourth time, and they
cut off the other horn. A plece of these horns
and the bones of the lion, is a great war physic,

A number of authors reported that alliances for warfare
were established by sending arcund a stiek painted red, the
acceptance of which bound the town accepting the stick to take
part in the expedition (Young 1934:89): this is one poszsible
explanation for dubbing the hostiles "Red Sticksv during the
Creek War, Stiggins (n.d.170-71) credits “"the national
council” of the Creeks with having the authority and the
power to make declarations of war:

+ » v they wage war thus, the national council is
convaned, and the nature of the offence [p. 351 is
examined in a council of head chiefs and warriers
and if they conclude that the cause of Collision
is s0 glaring a nature as to admit of no compromise
or palligtion, of nothing but the blood of the
Enemy it is a positive deglaration of war, the
final conclusion of the chiefs is announced to

the assembled body of chiefz and warriors by the
orator explaining to them and the assembly the
reasons why they are justified in a2 declaration
of war, before they make a descent on their enemy,
on a day appoinied they assemble at their town
house square in complete zrmour all stript and
painted red black and white as they go into action
with their guns on their sheulders their knife

and tomahowk hanging to thelr side and war club
gtuck in their belt (2 war club is shaped 1ike =&
smaill gun abkout two foot long and at the curve
near where the lock would be is a three square
piece of iron or steele with 2 sharp edge drove 1
in to leave a projection of about two inches) .
they all take their seats as they come, when assemn-
bled the man who is honored to be the town leader
rises and takes his stand in the square when he
reizes the sacred war whoop and begins to sing
and danece in the circle and as the rest rise they
ralse the ceme whoop and drop in behind the other,
in & very 1ittle time their singing and dancing,
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is drowned by one eternal whooping and firing of
guns-- when they are asgembled on their way to

the enemy at the appointed rendezvous they hold a
general war dance in the same way ag described
arovew~.,, after a declaration of war and before
they commence hostilities they proceed to gather-
ing every man woman & child belonging to the netion
to their reespective town and relatives, let them

be far or near, after they have collected all
kindred, they are ready to commence hostilities on
thelr enemy, then il one of the other nation i=s
seen by him he is certainly destroyed, their

petty wars are wars of extermination (they commence
by small parties on venture net man agzainst man

but tribe against tribe, it is a praise worthy
action for a man or part of men to kill the women
and children of their enemy, more so than to kill

a man who is frequently in the forest, whereas to
kill a women chews evidently that he was not

afraid to go into the enemy's Country but atechievsd
the manly deed in their very house door and escaped--

A generalized description of a Creek warrior's typical
attire is provided by Swanton (19282:406):

The Creek warrlor fought almost naked, He
wore, of course, the breechclout and belt, also a
pair of moceasins, His face and upper part of
his body were painted red and black, He carried
a pack 1n which were an old blanket, eome parched
ground corn, cords, and leather with which to
repair his moecasing. His weapons consisted in
earlier times of a bow and arrows, a knife and a
tomahawk hanging st the side, and a war ciub stuck
through his belt,

Equally important to the ceremonial preparations for battle
were the rituals which accompanied a returning war party.

As for example, in the following, from about 1780 {McDermott
1956:220):

When a campaign is over and the army returns, all
the band chiefs sccompany the Tastanesy..., to the
door of his house, and there the two eldest war
chiefs help him to diemount and then remove all
his garments.

¥hilst this is taklng place, two other chiefs
hand him a strip of bark and two leaves of a tree
which are to serve ag a loircloth., Az goon as he
is undressed, the two elders who have removed his
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clothes tear them in tiny pieces and distribute
these among all the band chiefs who have taken
part in the expedition, and each one places his
ghare in the little medieine bag...

The army attaches such great virtue to this
little bag that, should any chief forget it, he
rould not command, W%hen the distribution has thus
been made, they sing a war song, each fires a
shot of his gun, and they then disperss to return
to thelr respective habltations. :

It is probably safe to zay that the white settlers who were
pressing on the borders of Creek territory at this time

were relatively unaware of the seemlngly rellglous signifi-
cance of warfare, One cen imagine the terror that was

struck in the hearts of settlers by stories of Cresk treatment
of war captives, such as that provided in Adair's deseription
of 1778 (Pickett 1851:1:121-122):

When the Creeks returned from war with captives,
they marched into thelir town with shouts and the
firing of guns., They stripped them naked and put
on their feet bear-skin moeccasins, with the hair
exposed, The punishment was always left to the
womerl, who examined their bodies for their war-
marks [tatoos]. Sometimes the young warriors, who
had none of these honorable inscriptions, were
released and used as slaves, But the warrior of
middle age, even those of advanced years, suffered
death by fire. The vietim's arms were pinioned,
end one end of & strong grape vine tied around his
neck, while the other was fastened to the top of
the war-pole, 80 a2 %o allow him to track arcund a
circle of fifteen yards, To secure hie scalp
agalnst fire, tough clay wes placed on hiz head,
The immense throng of spectators were now filled
with delight, and eager to witness the inhuman
spectacle., The sufferlng warrior was not dismayed,
but, with a manly and insulting voice, sang the
var-song. The women then made a furious onset with
flaming torches, dripping with hot, black piteh,
and applied them to hls hack and all parts of his
body. BSuffering exerutiating pain, he rushed from
the pole with the fury of a wild beast, kicking,
biting and trampling his eruel assallants under
foot. But fresh numbers came on, and after a long
time, and when he was burned to his vitals, they
ceaged and poured water upon him to relieve him -
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only to prolong their sport. They renewed their
tortures, when, with champing teeth and sparkliing
eye-balls, he once more broke through the demon
throng to the extent of his rope, and acted every
rary that the deepest desperaticn could prompt.
Then he died. His head was scalped, his body
gquartered, and the limbs cerried over the town in
triumph.

Summary

The two major underlying principles of Creek sociml and
politicasl orgznization were matrilineal kinship and success
in warfare., Kin-groups functioned as corperate entities
responsible for their members and the ownership of certain
rights and properties, including titles. However, these
titles were bhestowed upon those who had demonstrated success
in warfare., Thus, the two principles came together to
provide leadership at the local level in the town,

The town itself wass a corporate bedy, exercising ulti-
mate ownership of the town’s hunting territories and horti-
cultural lands and its ceremonial relics, The sceial
structure of towns seems to have been characterized by a
dynamlic tension between peaceful, civic functions and warfare
expressed in the symbolism of white and red, the specifie
designation of particular towns as "Red” or "White" not with-
standing. Although accounts wvary, the administration of
the fowns was conducted by officers who wielded considerable
power and authority. However, in historic times those in
the civil arean were sometimes overridden by war leaders.
Moreover, to achieve civil office, a man first must have

proven his capabilities in warfare. Beyond the level of the
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town, there appears to have been a longstanding division of
community interests between Upper and Lower Creeks. It may
be that this separation in early contact times was simply

a matter of gecgraphic separation, and the two groupings
seldom had cause to interact with each other, But with the
increasing involvement in Eurcpean politics and trade the Upper
Creeks, in particular, began to expand inte the other's
territory. Honetheless, at some point in time, a loose
confederation of several Creek towns was established, (It is
possible that at one time, the Confederation was a more
golid, “state-like" political unit than during the pericd of
white contaet, but this would be difficult to prove.,) Al-
though the Confederation had & Grand Assembly which met
annually by at least the 1770's, in its earliest period it
seems to have functioned effectively only as a kind of
non-agressioh agreement amongst the several towns. However,
through the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,
the National Assembly of the Creek Nation became in theory

if not in practice, a more regularized and efficient poli-
tical body. HNo doubt the greater centralization of authority
in the Creek Nation was aided, abetted, and supported by the
United States government througsh such devices as annuyities
and payments to chiefs in the National Assembly. The encour-
agement and strengthening of the National Assembly of the
Confederacy as a representative body of all the Creeks, whether
fiction or reality, nrovided the United States government

with a convenient organization for transacting business
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» In additlon, through its agents, the government could mani-
pulate the Assembly for the purpose of modifying Creek customs,
g8 for example in the abolitlion of clan vengeance for murder.

® This, then, was the structure providing the political
"ground rules”™ by which individuels attempted to deal with
the external economic and pelitical forces which bore so

® heavily upon the Creeks as the eighteenth century concluded

and the nineteenth began,

Fgotnote

1. In view of our interpretation of the gunstock war club,
presented in the previcus chapter, we ghould note that the

° time period to which Stiggins is referring in this passage
is unclear, Stigzgins, a mixed=blood Creek, was born in 1788
and wrote his memoirs between 1831 and 1844 {Nufiez 1957:4),
thus roughly defining the decades to which his descriptions
apply. His mention of the gunstock war club as if it were
an indigenous item does not necessarily invalidate our

® interpretetion, since Stiggins was only about twenty=-three
years of age at the time of Tecumseh's visgit.




Chapter VI: Political Change and Conflict

In a recently published, two~volume work prepared in
connaction with a contemporary Creek Indian land claim
against the United States, Doster (1974) has assembled a
wealth of ethnohlstorical detail on political, diplomatic,
and military events and developments among the Creek and
Seminole Indians during the period 1740-1823, It would be
urnecessary, and indeed foolhardy, to attémpt to improve
upon Doster’s detailed account of hlstorlcal events and
personalities in Creek political 1ife of the period and
their relationships with Eurgpean and Amerlcan powers,
Therefore, only some of the highpoints of Creek political
and military history during this period wiil be reviewed
here (See Appendix B for a chronclogical cutline). More
importantly, from an anthropological perspective we will
suggaet some of the cultural dynamica underlying these events,
in the context of the structure of Creek Indien political

Institutions.

Fower and Diplomacy in the Eighteenth Century

The Creeks were so situated gecgraphically that through-
out the eightaenth and early nineteenth centuriess they were
buffeted by economic, political and military forces emanating

from the politics of international relations between Spain,
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Britain, France, and the United States. In the internatiocnal
contest for control of the Southeast, the Creek towns relocated
goographically and shifted their loyalties to external powers
in an effort to maintaln their own autonomy and economic
well-being, Por example, Lower Creek towns moved to the
Oemulgee region in the seventeenth century te escape the
Spanish. Later, these Creeks returned te their former
location along the Chattahoochee River when they became
dissatisfied with English trade and suffered the repercussions
of the Yamassee War, in which the Yemassee were aligned with
Spanish against the English {Sturtevant 1971:101), Even
internal events within European nations sometimes had their
impaect on the fortunes of the Creeks: thus, for example,
Scots who had been exiled from the British Isles during the
Stuart uprising settled along Georgia*s Altamaha River in
1735, From this Seoteh gettlement came many of the traders
who intermarried with Creeks (Greenslade 1%35:108), Moreover,
by 1764, the Britieh had explicitely adopted a "divide and
rule policy” (Fairbanks 1957:146) as evidenced in a reporst
from the British Indian agent in that year {Ibid.):

It will undoubtedly be detrimental to His Majesties

gervice, that too etriet & frisndship and union

subsist between the different Indian nations within

this department; it 1sg therefore incumbent upon

ug all by means in our power to foment any jealousy

or division that msy subsist batween them., But

this must be done with great delicacy, and in such

a manner as to not awaken the least suspicion in

thenr that we have any end of view to answer by it,

Aready by 1750 or thereabouts, there appears to have

been considereble displacement and disruption of settlements
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of Creeks. Thus, Eufaula was said to be "Chiefly composed
of Renegades from all other Towns in the Nation" {(Bosomworth
17561947, During this period, displaced Creeks from further
north apparently strengthened the Lower Creek towns in
defeating their Indian enemies mand ther breaking up Spanish
gettlements in & line from the Altamaha to the Bay of Apela-
chee (Bartram 1791:380f.), In prehistoric times the periocdic
shifting of towns, due to soil exhaustion and/or depletion
of firewcod or other resources, may have resulted in mili-
tary encounters. However, by the 1770's Bartram {1791:
391-392) collected an account from a trader at Apalachicola
which indicated that pressure from European powers, coupled
with the need for hunting territories, had exacerbated the
potential for conflict between Indian groups:

I enguired of him what were his sentiments with
respect to thelr wandering, unsettled disposition:
their so freguently breaking up their old towns and
settling new ones, &c., His answers and opinions
were, the necessity they were of having fresh or
new strong land for their plantations; and new,
convenient and extensive range or hunting ground,
which unavoidably forces them into contentions
and wars with their confederates and neighboring
tribes; to avoid which they would rather move and
seek a plentiful and peaceful retreat, even at a
distance, than to contend with friends and rela~
tives or embroil themselves in destructive wars
with their neightors, when either can be mvoided
with so little inconvenience, With regard to the
Fuscogulges, the first object in order to obtain
these convenliences was fthe destruction of the
Yamases, who hold the possession of Florida and
were in close alliance with the Spaniards, their
declared and most inveterate enemy, which they at
length fully accomplisheds; and by this conquest
they geined a vast and invaluable territory, com-
prehending & delightful region, and a most plentiful
country for their most favorite game, bear and
deer.



119

Although the Spanish appear to have had little interest
in settling the area north of Florida, they remained a force
in the south with which the Creeks had to deel. At the same
time, the Creeks were belng pinchad graduslly from the east by
the westward expansion of English settlements along the
Georgia and 3outh Carolina coast and white intrusions up
the Tombigbee and Alabama Rivers from Mobile in the southwest.
Perhaps the most important early incursion from the west was
the erection of Fort Touwlouse in 1714, followed soon after
by the establishment of plantations by first French, then
Scottiéh and English settlers alongz the Tensaw and Mobile
Rivers (Pickett 1851:1I:19}. One of these Scot settlers,
Lachland MeGillivray, and Sehoy, the daughter of the comman-
der of the French fort by a Creek woman, were the parents
of Alexander McGillivray., When the English took possession
of the area the Prench abandoned the region around the Tensaw
Riverrand to the north; this was to become the nucleus of
the most important military dsvelopments of the Creek War
of 1813-1814.

Not only were the Creeks influenced by the European
peoples and powers on their borders, but througsh intermar=-
riage and trade, whites penetrated into the Creek social
system itself. By the letter half of the eighteenth century
a number of whites and mixed-bloods had come to wield con-
siderable power within the Creek Confederacy. In his account
of his 1life amongst the Creeks, LeClere Milford claims to

have hLeen made Grand War Chief of the Cowetm town about 1780,
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Milford*'s account of his inauguration as Grand War Chief
perhaps contains fanciful eleborations, but for the most
part is corroborated by other ethnographic accounts and
merits citation at length {McDermott 1956:155-160) ¢

MY INAUGURATION AS GRAWND WAR CHIEF

A portion of the assembly came to my house,
and when 811 had arrived, one of the elders had
me cet up on a sort of litter covered with & bear
akin, hung with garlands of ivy, and carried by
four band chiefs [clan leaderc? . When I was
seated on this litter, they set out to return to
the Grand Cabin. The following order of march was
observed.

Several young warriors, each carrying an
eaglets tail mounted on & stick, marched in dancing
rhythm, making contortions and uttering hideocus
yells, They were preceded by a master of ceremonies
who carried a cacoanut fastened to a stick: inside
this were some seeds, and he beat them by shaking
it. In addition to this a young savage at his side
gave the beat wlth a sort of tabor. Marching in
front, behind and on each side of my litter, were
some old band chlefs, each of whom also carried
an sagle's tail, one helf of which was painted
red. Next came six priests or medicine men, who
wore two raw deerskins over their shoulderz in the
form of a chasuble and carried in one hand & swant's
wing &nd in the other the plant employed to make
the war medicine which is taken during this ceremony.

When we drew near the Grand Cabin, the proces-
gion halted. A priest came out to meet us, escorted
by two young warriors, each of whom carried a
large gourd with an opening at the top large enough
to insert a hand, These gourds were painted red
and contained water znd some juice of the plant
to which I have just epoken., This priest stobped
about twenty paces from us and, dipping his hands
in this water, aspersed us, meanwhile chanting a
hymn or invocation to the Genius of War., When he
had finished, 211 the chiefs who were awaiting us
in the Grand Cabin came out to meet usg, marching
six abreast, When they reached this priest, they
dipped their hands into theee gourds and moistensd
their faces; then the six priests who were behind
me advanced to them and with one hand laid the
plants they were carrying against their faces and
with the other paszsed the swan's wings over them as
though to wipe them dry. As soon as the chiefs
comrleted this ceremony, they returnsd to the ¢abin,
and when they had all gone in, the six priegts or
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medicine men resumed theiy places behind my Iitter,
and we all proceded there together. The elder who
had placed me on the litter came at once to help me
get down and seated me on a buffale skin which had
been spread ocut for this purpese. Then the whole
assembly drank cassine, the tea-like beverage, and
for twenty=-four hours partook of nothing but this
war medicine, It was not long before I felt severe
pains in my heart, whlch compelled me to disgorge
al! the medicine T had taken and in this wise [sic]
to imitate the assembly., This very nauseating
ceremony lasted till sunrise. Then the entire
assembly stripped themselves, and we all went,
absolutely naked, to a ¢ircular cabin where the
priests were awaiting us. Each of these had brought
with him the brass cauldreon in which he had brewed
the war medicine, Shortly after this, the subordi-
nate chiefs brought some stones, which they had
made red hot in the fire in the center of the
gquadrangle; and the priests, singing al) the while,
poured over them the water in the two zourds of
which I have already spoken, which produced a
terrific heat and steam, The entire assemdbly was
perspiring heavily, and my whole body was bathed

in such profuse sweat that, though of very robust
health, I wrs afraild that I should not he able to
gstand it., We remained about half an hour in this
state; then some of the chlefs left the c¢abin,

the priests surrounded me, and we all went out and
plunged at once inte a river a short distance from
the eabin. It was not without great apprehension
that I decided to imitate the others in this; it
eeemed to me highly dangerous, sweatling as I was,
to plunge immediately into celd water... On coming
out of the water, where we remained only = short
time, we all dressed and returned to the Grand
Cabin where s magnificent repast awaited us., The
young people then had permission to come into the
quadrangle of the Grand Cabin to dsnce round the
fire, which burned continually throughout this
three day cerewmony, during which time no member of
the assembly might either leave the guadrangle or
EleeP.son When I happened to get drowsy, one of
the priests ,.. dashed fresh water in my face,
end eanother ..,rubbed it with somes pebbles that
he had takenh eapre to place for thiz purpose in the
water alongside me.

When the three days were over, T was escorted

back to my house in the same manner in whieh I had
been brought to the Grand Cabin,

By the latter quarter of the eighteenth century, although

French influence h&ad waned, the American Revolution egtablished
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g new national power, and the Creeks were to find themselves
trapped as eritical pawns in the game of international
politics., 4As one analyst has stated (Kinnaird 1931a:59-60):

The Creek nation constituted the most important

factor in the three-sided rivalry between Spain,

the United States and British interests in the

region northeast of the Gulf, not only on account

of its geographical situation but because it

probably could put in the field more warriors than

any ¢f the other southern tribes. The success or

failure of each of the three rivals depended to a

large degree upon the friendship or hostility of

the Creeks. The country that could successfully

dominate the Creek confederacy would in 211 proba-

bility became firmly eztablished in Florida,
As has been shown, one of the most impartant areae in which
this iInternational rivalry bore upon the Creeks was in the
varying fortunes of trade with the Americans, the British,
and the Spanish. In general, the efforts of these three
powers had the effect of Ffurther irritating any tendencies
toward fission which were inherent in traditional Creek
political structure, Nevertheless, far a while at least,
individual Creek leaders were sometimes abls to manipulate
interests of the English, the Americans, and the Spanish to
their own advantege., But for the Creeks as a whole, any
benefits that accrued from heing courted by rival externsl
Powers were shortlived.

Perhaps the btest known and most successful of all Creek
politlicians was Alexander MeGillivray, eldest son of the
Scoteh trader Lachland and Sehoy, a half French and half
Creek member of the Wind Clan. Following his marriage to
Sehoy ca. 1740, Lachlan "established a trading house at

Little Tallase,..on the east bank of the Coosa" {Ibid.:32),
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four miles above Wetumpka. *=Assisted by his alliance with
the most influencial family in the Creek nation,* (Ibid.:33}
Lachlan extended his commercee 1o such an extant that by 1745,
he had become rather "wealthy, and owned two plantations,
well stocked with negroes, upon the Savannah, besides stores
Tilled with Indian merchandize, in the towns of Savannah and
Augusta" (Ibid,). Although Lachlan was to achieve great
prestige and influence among the Creeks, he never attained
the stature his mon, Alexander, was to command,

Through the Creek institution of matrilineal descent,
Alexander BeGillivray soecially became a Creek Indimn in a
Wind clan family line that had included miceos. Nonetheless,
McGillivray*s life style was often deseribed as that of a
large plantation ownexr; ca. 1780, Milford reported him to
have had "sixty Negroes in hisservice, each of whom had a
cabin of his own, which gave his plantatien the air of a
little village* (McDermott 1956:18). Despite his Indian
social identity, MeGillivray no doubt obtained unusual
privilege by virtue of his wealth and his connections with
white traders and settlers garnered through his father's
trading company, so that he was able to surpags the privi=-
leges he might otherwise have enjoyed as “pure®” Indien. As
a matter of fact, there is one tantalizing report that indi-
cates that McCGillivray even may not have been very fluent in
the MHuskogee language, Recounting an event soon after his
arrival in Creek country Milford (McDermott 1956:14-16) says,

I arrived just at the time the chiefs of the nation
were wont to convene their ennyal national council.
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+ o2l was presented.,.. to a man seated on a bear-

gkin in the center, whom I took to be the chief,

.+l S81d some words to him in French, but seeing

that he did not understand me, I spoke broken

English to him, which he understood at once since

he spoke the lansuage perfectiy. TFhis man, in

short, was Alexander McGillivray.... 4lthough at

that time he was only isti atecagagi, that is

Beloved i#an, he had come to this town to preside

at the grand council. I spoke English well encugh

to make myself understood, which was very agreeable

for KcGillivray who spoke very little Indian.

Foliowing the American Revolution, Georgis frentiersmen
were encroaching upon the eastern border of Creek country.
MeGillivray took the lead in resisting the advance of the
frontiersmen into fermer British territory. Me negoticted
an alliance with Spain, which held Pensacolz, 1n 1784
MeGillivray was given the title of Commissiconer-General to
the Indians in the serwvlce of the King of Spain; the Spanish
also agreed to provide McGillivray with an annual! subzidy of
arms and ammunition with which to fight Ceocrgians (Ibid,.:
B9f., Bariram 1791:62, Kinnaird 1931b:180ff.), However, in
1788 the Spanish withdrew their support of McGillivray, hop-
ing to induce him to make peace with the United States. At
this peint MeGillivray lent his alliance to the English
adventurer, William Augustus Bowles, who was attempting to
estahlish a Muskogee empire in Florida. However, when it
became clear to the Spanish that Bowles would be allied with
McGillivray, they quickly returned their arms subsidy to
MeGllivray. In turn, McGillivray withdrew his support of
Bewles, and Bowles eventually was defeated by American forces.
Perhaps it was the memory of this defeat of Bowles and his

Lower Creek allies which later would dampen any enthusiasm
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the Lower Creeks might have had for jeining the hostiles
during the War of 1813-181%4 (Kinnaird 1931b:160ff.). In an
effort to end the border conflict between the Georgianc and
the Creeks, McGillivray finally was lured to New York City,
the capital of the United States at the time, to negotiate a
settlement in 1790, McGillivray and several other chiefs
ceded lands along the Oconee River., In return, MeGillivray
received a U.3. Commission as an honorary brigadier general,
an annuity of twelve hundred dollars a year, and the right
for the Creeks to import gocds into their country up to the
value of sixty thousand dollars a year duty free {American
State Papers, Indian Affairs 1832:II:181f.}. Thus, in 1790
MeGillivray held official titles from both Spain and the
United States (Ibid.).

Despite its bravado, we c¢an see in a statement attri-
buted to MeGillivray in 1789, his clear perception of the
growing territoriel crisis for the Creeks; perhaps this was
the basis for his attempt to hold off the Americans by
negotiation {opecit. 1:20):

We are not situated..,. with immense deserts ai out

back; ... this tells us that we wust struggle hard

to premerve our hunting grounds, and perish to a

man in its defence: for where can we go to possess

ourselves of new ones? Such forcible considerations

with uz, may weigh nothing in the minde of those

who think that the lndlans are only animals fit

to be exiterminated; ...but let us be what we may,

let it be attempted when it will, it will be found

no very easy enterprise,

At least one avthor of the pericd disputed the literacy and
education of NeGillivray and claimed that Alex F. Leslis of

Panton, Leslie & Company, in fact, did NeGillivray's writing
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for him {Woodward 1859:61). Whether true or not, it appears
highly likely that Fanton, Leslie & Company did maintain an
interast in strengthening McCillivray's position in the
Al abama=-Tensaw=Tombigbee area in support of their own econo-
mie interests,

Regardless of his motives, MeGillivray'cs actions in the
New York Treaty with George Washington in 1790 wes regarded
by many Creeks as an act of beirayal. One of McGlilivray's
contemporaries reported to him that several chiefs were going
to kill him, but he was warned and under the insistence of
hls friend returned his general's commission to Washington
(McDermott 1956:103), At thisz point, William Bowles, who
earlier had been abandoned by MeGilliivray, played upon these
feelings and turned many of the Lower Creeks against MeGilli-
vray (Kinnaird 1931b:163), One author has suggested that
Tollowing the 1730 treaty MeGillivray retlred to Spanish
territory for a while, walting for the controversy over his
cession of land to die down (Featherstonhaugh 18&Ls147)
however, Swan (1855:1252) indicates that MeGillivray regularly
spent his winters along the seacoast among the Spaniards.
With his connections with both the Spanish and the English
and prohably -=- perhape even more importantly, his connec-
tions to Panton, Leslie & Company, MeGillivray was able to
shift the power base of the Creek away from the traditional
centers of Coweta and Tuckabahchee, In effect he established
a kind of military dictatorship from his base of cperations

in the southwestern corner of Creek country,
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According to Swan {1855:282), McGillivray egtablished
around himself a group of military retainers:

Some young men of his relations, and several

active warriors living about Little Tallassie,

whom the chief keeps continually attached to him

by frequent and profucse presents, serve him as a

kind of watch, and often in the capacity of

constables - pursue, take up, and punish, such

characters as he may direct: and on some occasions

have acted as executioners,
Perhaps more importantly, glven the inherent sfirain hetween
military and civil leaders in Creek political structure, in
the towns where he was influential MeGillivray was able %o
reduce the migens to a secondary position behind war leaders
{Swan 1855:281, Pope 1792:65}, Moreover, McGillivray
strengthened his de facto governmment by welcoming into his
midst "outlaws, debtors, theives, and murderers from all
parts of the country who have fled in great numbers from the
hands of justice and found an asylum in the Creek Nation®
(Swan 1855:282), 1n addition to whatever sconomic and poli-
tical supporis MeGillivray may have had, hie legitimacy es a
leader during this time of turmoil and feequent conflicts
was further enhanced by his reputation as & judge and media-
tor of interpersonal disputes (Swan 1855:282}. According
to Swan, one of the most effective sanctions which MeGillivray
controlled over lawleesness in a town was the power to remove
the local trader {(Ibid.}.

On February 17. 1793, Alexander MeGillivray died; thus,
there was a2 power vacuum which was not rilled, and the primacy
of Coweta over the Lower Creeksy and Tuckabahchee over the

Upper Creeks respectively, was reestablished (Swanton 1928a:

327).
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The Gathering Crisis

With the foregoing overview of the activities of
Alexander MeGillivray, we can now return to the period of
the 1780t's to sketeh in brozder detail the eventis that
were to lead eventually to the Creek War. In 1785, Benjamin
Hawkine reported that agents of the state of Georgia obtained
a cession of lands south of the Altamaha and eastward of a
line running socuthwest from the junction of the Ocmulgee and
Ceonee Rivers to the Saint Mary's, confirming a line northeast
cf the Cconee River, where previous cessions had been made in
1783 (American State Papers, Indian Affairs 1832:I:16). These
cessions were made by only a few towns represented. In July
of 1788, Henry Knox, Secretary of War, reported that parties
of Indiane were making inroads into Georgia and committing
hostile acts, denying the validity of the earlier treaties
{(Ibid.), Méanwhile. McGillivray had negotiated the agreements
with Spain toc provide arms in his battle with the Americans.
During June, 1786, to Cctober, 17B% McCillivray's followers
were supplied with 2,200 pounds of powder, 150 guns, several
hundred pounds of lead, and several hundred pounds of flints,
which the Spanieh purchased from Panten and Leslie, who also
were infterested in having the Georgia fur traders eliminated
from their competition (op.ecit.:II:160), Soon after, accord-
ing to Swan (1855:1278f.) in the early 1790's Tories continued
to stir up prejudices in favor of the British among some
elements of the Creeks, So, in the 1790's, the Georgians

were pressing on the eastern frontier of the Creeks and some
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Creek chiefs were conceeding to thelr demands for land,
whareas others denied the validity of these e¢laims, The
Spanish were supporting the followers of MceGillivray ifrom
the southwest, and the Britieh interests were maintained by
Tories and William Bowles from his operations in Florida,
The Creeks then began to suffer from factionelism correspond-
ing to these variocus loyalties,

Into this arena the United States introduced its factory
system and sent Penjamin Hawkins to begin his program of
"ecivilization.,"” But, through the mechanism of annuities
and agreements involving military foreces, the Government
introduced, according to Doster's analysis {1974:IT:14),
ancther scurce of internal division amongst the Creeks:

Hawkins had weaned the Creeks off presents, but

the stipend, althousgh actually a payment for land

received by the United States from the Indians,

introduced a new corrupting influence. Greedy

and avaricious chiefs began to scheme to divert

or seize upon larger portions of it: the most nota-

ble among these were the Big Warrior of Tuckabatchee

and Maelntosh of Coweta, who indesd in time became

men of outstanding wealith and power among the

Indians, The stipend alsc gave Hawkins a means of

controlling the Creeks, for if they committed

depredations against the whites, he could easily

divert a portion of stipend for reparations., The

power of the chiefs to dispense the goods among

their people also strengthened the peositions of

these chiefs.

Thus, precisely at the time McGillivray'e death left a
power vacuum in the western sector, United States government
programs iln the eastern porticn of the Creek Mation were pro-
viding the recognized chiefs (who were often half-breeds and
mixed-bloocds, who spoke English [Woodward 1B59145] ) with a

new gource of power, but one which contained within it the



190

the temptation to corruption, namely, the economic and mili-
tary backing of the United States,

While many writera, including Doster, Have regarded
Hawkinst® civilization program as more effective with the
Lower than with the Upper Creeks, and perhaps this conclu-
gion is warranted in certain respects, United States influ-
ences on the Upper Creeks at the political level were pro=-
bably equally as great as those amongst the Lower Creeks,
Certainiy the principal towns of the Upper Creeks, as we
have shown, had a strong need for the products of civili-
zation. For example, one trader, George Correll, a half-
breed at Tuckabahchee town, was reported by Hawkins as
heving a stock of trade of almost a thousand dollars per
year. In 1796, Hawkins recorded {1916:35=-6) this conversa-
tion at the home of Alexander Cornell in Tuckabahchee:

The condition of the Indian is much bettered within
20 yeare, he is less cruel, more attached to a
friendly intercourse with his neighbours, and mild
in hia manners. They have an increasing attachment
to stock, & are more industrious, some few wvery
careful and provident.

Since the treaty at Colerain the Indians hawve
manifested a disposition for peace, unknown hefore,
it is almost universal, Mr. Grierson says that he
has seen many of the Indians in the district of
the Abbecoo and they all spoke of the conduct of
the U.S. as friendly and perfectly just and they
were pleaged with it. I asked the guestion,

" What would most likely the soonest disturb
this friendly disposition of the Indiang? =

Intrusion on the hunting grounds and horse
stealing.

The latter was encouraged entirely by the whites
in the nation, many of whom were more depraved than
the pavages, had all their viceg without one of
their virtues., The whites have reduced the stealing
of horses to a syztem, their connections are exten-
sive. Some in Cumberland, Georgla, Tennessee, and
amang the neighbouring tribes. This evil being
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now so deep-rooted that it would reguire much exer-
tion and some severity to put an end to it. The
whites who had Indian families took ho care of
them, neither to educate them or to teach them any
thing useful. They were left with their mothers,
who were always the slaves of the house and the
Tathers making money by any and every means in
their power, however roguish, and using the chil-
dren and the relations of the family as aids,

By 1798 or theresbouts, the British apparently were
reasserting their influence amongst the Creeks. Alsc by this
time there emerged clear opposition te the *"officiel," U,S.
sanctioned Creek National Council, as some of the chiefs
became disenchanted with treatment at the hands of the
Americans (Hawkins 1848:27):

These Indians [ a group near Tallassee town]
were very friendly to the United States, during the
revolutlionary war, znd their old chief, Ho-hp=ith-le
Hie-co, of the halfway house, {Improperly called
the Tal-e-zee king), could not be prevailed on by
any offers from the agents of Great Britain, to teke
part with them, On the return to peace, and the
establishment of friendly arrangements beiween the
Indians and citizens of the United States, this
chief felt himself neglected by Mr. Seagrove, which
resenting, he robbed and insulted that gentleman,
compelled him to leave his house near Took-au-bat-che,
and fly into a swamp, He has since then, as from a
spirit of contradiction, formed & party in opposi-
tion to the will of the nation, which has given
much trouble and difficulty to the chiefs of the
land... The exemplary punishment inflicted on
(him and hie assﬂciatesf by the warriors of the
nation, has effectually checked their mischief-
making and silenced them. And this chief hag had
a solemn warning from the national council, to
respect the laws of the nation, or he should meet
the punishment ordained by the law. He is one of
the great medal chiefs.

This spirit of party or opposition, prevails
not only here, but more or less in every town of
the nation, The plainest proposition for ameliorate
ing their condition, is immediately opposed; and
this opposition continues as long as there is hope
to obtain presents the infallible mode heretofore
in use, to gain a pelnt.
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Benjamin Hawkins was perhaps as much interested in
establishing a colonial bureaucracy amongst the Creeks as in
civilizlng them. One of his important influences on the
Creeks was the resclution which he prevalled upon the Netional
Council of the Creek Confederacy to adopt at Tukabahchee
town on November 27, 1799, By that resolution, bloecd feud
was in efTect outlawed; punishment for wrongdoing, specifi-
cally capital punishment, was declared not the responsibility
of the individual who cerried out the punishment, but of
"the law."” 1In addition, it was resolved {Ibid.:68):

+«+That all mischief-makers and thieves, of any
country of white people, shall be under the govern-
ment agent for Indian affairs, and that he may
introduce troops of the United States to any part
of the Creek country, to punish such persons; and
that, when he ealls in the froops of the United
States, he is to pall for such number of warriors
as he may deem proper, to sccompany them, to be
under pay; that, in apprehending or punishing any
white person, if Indians should interpcse, the red
warriors are to order them to desist; and if they
refuse, the agent may order them to fire, at the
same time ordering the troops of the United States
to make common cause.

Finally, by this resolution the Creek Nation was divided, in
effect, into districts, each under a ruling warrior, which

were 86 follows after {Hawkins 1848:51.52) i

Town * Warrior(s)

1, Hook-choie
We=wo=cau
Puc-cun~tal-lau-has-see Sim-mo~me=-jee of
O=pil=lhtuc=-co Wewoecau
Thiot-Io-gat-gau

2, Ki-a-li-jee
Bi- Fau-lau E~maut-lauv Hut-~ke

3. Hill-au=tes Cussetah Tug-tun-nug-gee of
Woi-co=coie Hill-au-~bee and Thile-chum-me

Pachushatche Tustunnug=-gee of Woc=co-colie




133

Town (cont.) Warrior{s} (cont,)
4, Au=bee~coo=che
Neu~che Ohohtau Haujo
Coosau
Eu-fau=lau=-hat-che

5. Ho=ithele=wau=le

g;ﬁﬂgﬁgkze O=poie E-maut-lau of
& Ho=ith=1le-wau-le

Mook-lau~sau

Took-au-wbat=che

"These five clasges comprise the towns called Ke-pau-gau,
or warriors of the natlon. But on the present cceasion, when
their existence as a nation depends on their ability to
carry laws into effect, the Chiefs assembled unznimously
agreed that the E-tell-wau, white towns, should be classed
as warriors* (Hawkins 1848:51).

6., Oc-fus-kee and its villages:
Sooc=he-=ah
Hew=yau=-cau Hopaie Tus-tun-nug-gee
Im-mook=fau pf OQe=-fus=kee and
Took=au=bat=che Tal~lo~waw=thlucco
Tal~lau-hag-zee Tus~tun=nug-gee
Toock=to=rau=-gee
Au=che~nau=-11lgau
O¢=fus~pcoo=che
E-pe-sau~gee

(& gugfﬁezfggg fau } Ho-po=ithle Ho-poie

8. Tal-e-see Foosce-hat-che Tus-tun-nugs-gee

Au~to=see
Poosce-hat-che ;iETil-e-see and ?u—fau-lau
Coo=loo-me - lun=nug-see o

Foosce-hat-che

D Hook—-chole~oo=che

Efﬁ;ﬁfﬁﬁﬁfiaﬂ Ho=ith-le~poie Hau-jo and
TOOWWDE=Eal Tug-tun~-nuc of Hook-cholie-
Pau-woc-te oco=-che

At-tlau-gee #*After [Hawkins 1848;51-52]

"Groups 6 and B are E-tall-wau, or white towns" (Hawkins 1848

51-52)., Thus, Hawkins was able to establish 2 kind of indirect
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rulie, accomplished, in effect, by buying off the chiefs and
hielding the threat of military might., At the same time
Hawking obtained official concessionz from the leaders of
the Creeks for government control of private white citizens
within Creek territory. Nenetheless, this program was not
completely successful in buttressing the Factory System, as
no doubt it was intended to do. 1t is suggested here that
these actions and the accompanying influences of Hawkins had
the effect of severely undermining the traditional bases of
legitimacy, authority, and leadership amongst the Creeks,
namely, distinection in warfare and clan and lineage jurisdic-
tion over matters of murder and similar offenses. Somewhat
more remotely, perhaps, these developmerte may have eroded
the hitherto unrestricted authority of loecal town civil
leaders to contrel such maiters as apgriculturail production
and the annual ceremonies.

The “"puppet chiefs" endorsed by Hawkinzs sought to legi-~
timize their decisions by reference to the increasingly
strengthened national convention as shown in this report from
the early 1800's {Stigegins n.d.:568);

In la tter years the principal Chiefs or great men

of the naticn have been increased to abput fifteen

in number . Their nomination has been approved as

such by the agent of the Government and recognized

as such by all the tribes-- They are invested with

power and authorifty to superintend the affairs of

their natilonal Government with the incumbent duties
annexed, such as receilving the naticnal salary from

the agent of the U.B. and paying their public debts--

which they seemingly do with neiional concurrence--

for they never undertake or do any important busi-

ness without a national convention .

At the opening of the nineteenth century began s series
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of treaties and concesslons intended to settle Creek debts
incurred at Panton and Leslie's store (Boyd 1937:62ff.).

A further treaty in 1808 granted the United States govern-
ment the right to run a road throush Creek country (Feather-
stonaugh 1844147}, Thus, the first decade of the nineteenth
century saw the entrenchment of United States colonial control
over many ol the Creekz. Although this control may have
worked to the advantage of zome of the chief; and to the
Creek population in closest proximity to the agency headquar-
ters and the factories, for many of the Creeks this was a
period of inecreasing indebtedness and declining source of
supply for their hunting activities, The establishment of a
peaceful regime probably also served to block the political
aspirations of many young men through tradltional channels,
ise.y warfare,. We would propose that up until the first
decade or so of the nineteenth century, although the (reeks
generally were becoming increasingly dependent upon whites
for Ttheir economic well-being, the Indians did retain & cer-
tain degree of economic automomy; it was, nonetheleses, a
reriod fraught with factional disputes engendered by rival
European powers. However, with the desath of McGillivray,
followed clozely by a major effort by the United States
Government to economically and politically subjugate the
Creeks, there apparently was widespread dissent among the
common people, particularly amongst those who had been follow-
ers of McGillivray. Thus the field was ripe for a new element

in Creek political life -~ the Tecumseh movement.
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Confrontation

Throughout the rEgiqn between the Mississippl and tﬁe
Appalachian Mountaine, from the Great Lakes to the CGulf of
lfiexico, many Indian groups were experlencing economic and
populetion pressure from the whites, Out of this situation
arose Tecumseh and his half-brother, The Provhet, who sought
to build an sllience amongst all of the Indian groups of this
area in order to expel the white man. In October of 1811,
Tecumseh visited the Creeks, carrying a message of militery
resistance and, as Nurez (1938} has no doubt rightly observed,
a2 magical nativistic message as well. Tecumsehts followers
were to rid themselves of the products of white civilization,
The essence of Tecumseh's message to the Creeks it contained
in the followingz passage:

He played upon all their feelings, but principally
upon their superstition, and sometimes assumed the
character ¢of a prophet, and carried with him a
red stick, to which he attached certain mystieal
vroperties, and the accepbance of which was consi- |
dered as the joining of his party; from thence the |
same red etick applied to all Indians hostile to
the United Stateg.... His merits were duly appre- I
ciated by the British govermment, and they made him

a brigadier general in their service. [Anon. 1818:102].

I saw the Shawnees iesue from their lodge: they
were painted black, and entirely naked except the
flap ebout their loins. Every weapon but the war-
club = the fipst introduced among the Creeks = had
been laid aside. ...Tecumseh led the warriors. The
Creeks, in dense maegses, stood on each Bide of the
path...; they marched to the pole in the center of
the eguare, and then turned left. At each angle of
the s=quare Tecumseh took from his pouch some tobaceco
and sumach, and dropped it on the ground; his
warriors performed the same economy. fThis they
repeated three times as they mareched around the
square, Then they approached the flag-pole in the
centre, circled round it three times, and, facing
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the north, threw tobacce and sumach on a small

fire, burning...near the base of the pole. On

this they emptied their pouches. They then

marched in the same order to the council....

[Claiborne 1860;:53-4] .

The prophets... ordered execution for all Indians

who refused to join them. They 2lso demanded that

their feollowers rid themselves of everything that

they had ever received from the whites, In addi-

tion to destroying thelr property the Red Sticks

abandoned many of thelr corn crops and killed and

dried all of their cattle for use during the war,

They considered farming a trick of the white man's

eivilization and thouzht that they could live by

hunting [Owsley 1971:196].

Clearly, the Tecumseh movement contained in it the hope of
military defeat of the white man. At the came time, the
Indians could magically return to the former condition of
economic and political autonomy by rejecting the trade goods
upon which they had become 5o dependent. Nonetheless, it
should be neted there was the practicel measure of using
European-derived cattle as provigions for the fortheoming
war.

The British, who were about to be at war with the Ameri-
cans, apparently were contributing to the discontent of some
elements of the Creeks (Niles Weekly Register, October 13,
18121155)., Chiefs of some of the larger towns of the Lower
Creeks apparently were makKing a concerted effort to preserve
friendship with the United States {Ibid.}. On the Sth of
December, 1812, Colonel Gaines of the U.S, Army, writing
Ifrem Tennesgee, was of the opinion that the Lower Creek= would
remain at peace if thelr was not a strong foreign influence,
specifically by the British from West Florida {Niles Weekly

Register, December 5, LBl2:216), Although it was not clear
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how the sides would be drawn, little would be needed in this
explosive situation to precipitate a showdown between those
Creeks who were ecornomically and politicelly indebted to
Hawkins and the U,S, CGovernment generally, 2nd those who

Telt themselves to be dispogsessed and hemmed in on all
sideg. The event came in the killing of a white man, Arthur
Lott, in WMay of 1812 by Indiane who were part of the disen-
chented Tallasses group. At the same tine, other isolated
incidencee of agression against the whites were being committed.
Under provisions of resolutions of the Creek nationsl conven-
tion which Hawkins had encouraged in 1799, the agent took
action to exact justice (Woodward 185%:35-37);

oo soon as Col, Hawkins learned that Lott was
murdered, he gent Christien Limbo, a Cerman, to
Cowetaw, 1o see Bllly MelIntosh, & half-breed chief.
From Cowetaw, Limbo and McIntosh went to Thleacatska
or Broken-arrow, to gee Little Prince. The Prince
wags too old for active service, and =zent a well-
Known half-breed, George Lovet, who was also a
chief. Lovel took with him some Cussetas and
lieIntosh come Cowetas, and sccompanied Limbo to
Tuckebatechy to see the Big Warrior. He placed some
Tuckabatchys under a chief called Emutta and the
celebrated John McfQueen, a negro, and all under

the control of Mclntosh, went in pursuit of the
murderers. They found them on the Notasulga creek...
where they shot the leaders and returned to their
respective towns, This act arcused the Tallassees,
and James icQueen, who had contrelled them for 95
yeare having died the year before, his infiluence

was lost, and from talks made some time before by
Tecumseh ... and Seekahoo... @ number of the young
warrliors and a few old ones had become restless,

Not long after Lott was killed, an old gentleman
named Kerlideth was killed at the crossing on Catoma
Creek... This was done by the Otizeess, in a drunken
spree, The Big Warrior undertook to have them
punished, but failed to do so, and in attempting

to arrest them an Otisee was killed., A few days
alfter this, the 0Otisees attacked a party of Tucka-
batchys under the chief Emutta, at ...,Polecat Springs,
which was then occupied by Nimrod Doyle. ® * #* About
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thisz time, or a little after, a chief, Tustunugzga-
chee or Little Warrior, and a Coowersortda Indian,
know as Capt. Isaacs, who had gone north-west with
Tecumseh, were returning to the Creek nation, and
learned from scome Chickasaws that the Creeks had
gone to war, Relying on ithis information, the
Little Warriorts party did some mischief on the
frontier of Tennessee as well as killed a few
persong, On their return teo the nation they found
that war had not actually broken ocut, but only

the few 1ittle depredations,,, mentioned, had

been committed. The Coowersortda Indians, Capt,
Sam Isaacs, (& name borrowed from an old trader...)
gave the Big Warrior information about the murders
in Tennessee. Isaacs fromw his tricks and management
and having Alexander MeGillivray's daughter for

a wife, was let out of the scrape; but the Little
Warrior being a Hickory-Ground Indian, set the Coosa
Indians at variance with the Big Warrior, After
this the Tuckabatchys, Ninny-pask-ulgees, or Road
Indians, the Chunnanuggees and Conaligas all forted
in, at Tuckabatchy, to defend themselves from those
that had turned hosgtile,

Clearly this was simply not a war between Upper and
Lower towns, for as Swanton concluded (1928a:323), "a larse
number of Upper Creek towns refused to have anything to do
with the hoestiles.” Although the alignment of towns and
elements of towns is not entirely clear, it would seem that
at the very least the principal towns of both the Upper and
Lower Creeks, i.e.; Tuckabahchee and Coweta, officially
remained aloof from the conflict (West 1940:250ff,), However
it may have begun, apparently by mid-1813, the hostile Creeks
were receiving active support from the British cut of Penza-
cola and were ready to attack those most remote Ameriecan
eettlements in the Cresk Nation aleng the Temdbigbee and
Alabama Rivers, a& can be geen in the following excerpt from
a letter from General Claiborne to the Governor of Georgia

{Ibid,:263~5);
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« o sliCcQueen, who appears to be 2 lesding man with
the unfriendly Creeks, .., went to Pensacola, with
a party of about three hundred Indians, who were
going there to procure powder and other warlike
storez from the Governor of that place.[p.2]
Imnediately upon receipt of this intelligence two
gentlemen were dispatched tc Pensacola to ascertain
whether the Governor of that place would furnish
munitions ¢f war to the Indiens, and also to dis-
cover their intentions towards us. Their report
was that the Governor had supplied them with a
eonsiderable quentity of powder, lead Flints &c.,
and that the Indians did not hesitate to declare
openly at all times that their objects were hostile
to the Whites, and that they were determined to
attack and destroy the settlements of Tombigby

and Alabama... From the information which I have
cellected thers can be no doubt that the Civil
[pe3] War between the Creeks has originated with
the British in Canada., It is stated to me by

some of the most intelligent half Breeds that the
little Warrior who had beern with the British army
in Canada had written orders from the commander in
thet quarter; to the geovernor at Pensacola to
furnish the Indians with whatever arms & ammuni-
tion they might require. These orders, when the
1ittle warrior was kilied fell into the hands of
McQueen and upon them there is no doubt but he

was supplied. ,..The best mode of fighting Indians
is to peneirate into the heart of their settlements
and to give them battle at the threshold of their
doors.

The plight of those chiefs who remained friendly to
Hawking and sought to honcr their agreements with him are
made clear in this following account from the Milledgeville
Jourral, of July 24, 1813 (Niles Weekly Register, August 21,
181 3:400-1):

I had the pleasure of being present this day

[5 July] when a chief szent as a runner from the
friendiy Indians at Tookaubatche, made this report
to col. Hawkins. He was a man deservedly of high
standing among his own people, and one of those
doomed by the followers of the prophet for destruc-
tlon. He said the difficulties of the friendly
Indians continued to increase; nire of their people
were murdered, one of them a woman, and that & chief
was missing., Attempis had been made to settle their
misunderstandings in & friendly way, and refused
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Yy the adherents of the prophets. The chiefs
repeated their desire to throw aside their war-
sticks and war projects, but without effect., The
answer was insulting and hostile... The old Tal-e-
see king returned the answer. WHe boasted of his
bows, his arrows, his war-clubs and his magical
powers. The chiefs say they have brought them~
selves into their present difficulties and embar-
rassments, by their fidelity to their treaty stipu-
lations with the United States. Dy glving
gatizfaction to the murders on the post road, on
Duck river and Ohig, whieh it was the duty of

the nation to de, they are placed in & war attitude
by their oppcnents. By doing justice to the white
recple, they have incurred the reseniment of a
gtrong party in the nation, who threaten them with
death, The work of death and desiruetiocn of houses
and property has already commenced,

v+ they asked of Hawkins the aid of the white
people. They were willing to pay for this aid,
and pointed out the fund for it,* They were willing
to pey ell the expence (sic), though their white
friends in aiding them will effectually aid them-
selves, "If we are destroyed before you aid us,v
sald the chief, "you will have the work to do your-
selves, which will be bloody and attended with
difficulties, as you do not know as well as we do,
the swamps and hiding places of these hatchers of
mischief,"

Col. Hawkine sent off a runner with an inter-
preter and four chiefs to those who had taken the
prophet's talk, with this demand of explanation
for their conduct... "I hear you have begun your
war-dance, made yocur war-clubs, and are for war
with the white people, What is this for? What
injury have the white people done you? ... I have
been long emong you - my talks have been always
for peace, and they have been the saving of your
country. Are you goling to dlivide your nation and |
to destroy it? Do you not know the prophet's
talks will be the destruction of the Creeks and |
Eive joy %o your enemies? ,., I will never forgive
the murders of white people or red people friendly |
to them. You threaten Kialijee, Tookaubatchae and
Cowetau? What ig this for?

"Epeek plain to me. I have ordered four great
chiefs of Bussetau to carry this talk and bring
your answer. We can setfle things much better now
than when you see me, with an army. I am now your
friend - T shall then be your enemy. ...1f the
white man is safe in your land, you are safe, If
the white man is in danger in your land, you are
in danger; and war with the white pecple will be
your ruinl*
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A reply from the fenatic Indians we believe
has not yet been received, Nor ias it to be expected
that words alone will avail much with & people in
their situation. Being bent on mischief, they must
taste the celamities of war and be made to drink
deeply of the cup of affliction before they will
return to their duty,

Our agent, Col. Hawkins, accompanied by
M*Intosh, & celebrated Indlan chief, had an inter-
view with the governor the latter part of last week
+sac0l, Hawkine requested...30 stand of arms and
some ammunition to enable the friendly Indlans to
repel any attack that night be made by their
opponents, till the ald which had heen requestaa
of gen, Pinckney be given them. By subsequent
information we learn, that the civil war rages
with increased fur¥.... if attacked by the whites,
the Creeks....surrounded by thick gettlements of
whites, without a bhack country to fly teo, must be
destroyed. There is no hope or prospect of any
thing else... Their affairs will be settled in a
few wenks, Maj. gen. Pinkney has ordered &00D
regulars {150 of them eavalry) into the country -
the 3d U,.3, reg., of infaniry, perhaps the best
in the service, with 1500 volunteers from Tennecssee
will enter on one side, while 2500 Georgians will
attack them on the other. We hope they nay
relieve the friendly lndians, immediately, and
command the restless spirits to peace withous
bloodshed. The war Creeks are gaid te have 2500
warriors - they have noe great supplies of the
munitions of war, that we hear of, and their num-
ber ie, probably exaggerated.

* The Alabama lands, which are remarkably fertile,

In sum, the diffuse political and economic dissatisfac~
tions of many Creeks crystalized in their following of the
Tecunseh movement, On the other side, the determination of
many chiefs to retain their recently esteblished adventage
with the Americans, by earrying out the stipulations of the
new code of justice established by Hawkins, created an atimoe-
rhere in which it took little to provoke a "showdown.” The
prime target for the resentment of the hostile Creeks were

those whites, and white sympathizers, in the heartland of
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McGillivray*'s former erea of control, Thus, following the
white attack on Indians at Burnt Corn, when the frightened
whites, and some mixed=-bloods with them, huddied at Fort
Mims near the Tensaw River, the Red Sticks preclpitated a
erisis by retallating end attacking the fort, bringing forth
Aperican troops in full force. According to one account,
the alignment of towns in this decisive event of the Creek
War was as follows {Neek 1857:247-248),

Thirtesn towns, - Alabama, Columa, Wewauka, Oche-

bofa, Waukakoya, Hoithlewaula, Foosahatchee,

Ecunhutke, Savanogga, Muclausa, Hookcha~cochee,

Puckuntallahessee, and Pochusahatchee, furnished

warriors for the expedition.,.. against Fort Mims

under the aegis of Hillls-hadjo, or Josiah Prancis,

and Singquista, prophets; and Peter McQueen, Hoboe

hoithlee Micco, Jumper... and Weatherford,., % # #

The towns of Cakfuskee, Tallassee, and Autcasee,

"formed a front of observation,” towards Cowetsa...

to concesl the movement, and keep in check the

friendiy Indians.

The warriors enlisted were over 2 thousand in
numbher. .., Fort Mims wag selected because it

was believed to contain the body of these who had

engaged in the Battle of Burnt Corn.

Whatever may have been its initial causes, once the
American troops had become inveolved and the British were ac-
tively supporting the hostiles (by 1814 there was even a
report of Indians dressed in British uniforms | Niles Weekly
Register August &4, 1814:53}}. it was no longer possible for
any of the Creeks to remain aloof from the war, The sides
which an individual took did not necessarily reflect his
individual sentiments, but often appeared dependent upon the
contingencies of the moment. Those who had been compromised
by Hawkins and the factory system remeined loyal to the United

States. Those who had been disadvantaged by the program of
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eivilization joined the hostiles. This meant that it was
not gimply =2 matter of savage cultural reactionaries against
"aivilized" Indians. Rather, it was a war of econcmic
interests in which those Creeks who had come at last to see
themselves as having forfeited their independence by their
involvement in trade, with no further territeries for expan-
sion, and encouraged by the British and the Spanish, per-
ceived that they had "everything to gain and nothing to lose"
by fighting the Americans, particuiarly in the backwoods areas
of gdouthwestern Alabama. On the other hand, those Creeks who
had allowed themselves to be co-opted, so to speak, albeit
cometimes for noble motives, by the United States government
were in the reverse position. HNeither was it a war of
mixed-bloods against full-bloods, For example, on the side
friendly to the whites was the mixed-blood McIntosh, one of
the most prominent chiefe recognized by Hawkins, but on the
other side was the mixed-blood, William Weatherford. Weather-
ford*s joining of the hostiles is "explained” in the follow=-
ing {Woodward 1859:92-93)1

Gen., Jackson said to Weatherford, that he was

astopished at s man of.his good sense, and almost

2 white man, To take sides with an ignorant set

of savages, and being led astrey by men who pro-

fesged to be prophets and gifted with a sSupernatural,

influence. And more than all, he had led the

Indians and was one of the prime movers of the

massacre at Fort Mimms, * ¥ * Weatherford ... then

said to the Ceneral, that much had been charged

to him that he was innocent of, and that he

believed as little in Indian or white prophets as

any man living, and he regretted the unfortunate

destruction of Fort Mimms,.. * # * He also said

that if he had joined the whites it would have

been atiributed to cowardice and not thanked.
And moreover, it was his objeet in joining the
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Indians, that he thought he would in many instances
be able 1o prevent them from committing deprsdations
upon defenseless personsy and but for the mismanage-~
ment of those that had charge of the Fort, he would
have succeeded, and said, "Naow, sir, I have told

the truth, if you think I deserve death, do as

you please; I shall only beg for the protection

of a starving parcel of women and children, and
those ignorant men who have been led into the war
by their Chiefs."

In the end, of course, even though supplied by the British
from Pensacola -~ and with the progress of the War of 1812,
even this avenue of support was blocked -- the hostiles
could not sustain themselves, They were surrounded on 21l
gides by enemy Torces comprised of both Americans and Indians,
including the Choctaws, the Cherokees, and those Creeks who
remained loyal o the United States. For those who could
not escape to Florida, the hostile Creeks were no doubt
literally starved into submission, as suggested by the first
gentence of the following excerpt from a coldierts letter
{Willcox 1B1615~6G}s

»+ewe Succesded in burning Echanachaca, {or Beloved

Ground) which was one of the principal towns of

deposit for corn and treasure in the Creek nation,

The Indians heard of ocur approach only in time to

get their women and children across the river, when

we attacked them. The town was defended by 120

Indians and Negroes. ...We killed 30 of them..,

Echanachaca town was supposed to contain 1350

or 200 houses, in which was secured the plunder taken

at Fort Mimms; we alse found.., all the secalps

which the Indians had taken.., at Fort Mimms.,..

We also destroyed a small town calied Putlala,

{(or Prophet's Town) which consisted of about 50

houses, and Weatherford's private plantation.
Indeed, its veracity noiwithstanding, in June of 1814, a
newspaper carried the following (Niles Weekly Register Jume &4,

1814:221}:
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Horible Propesition, - It is said the Creek Indians
letely held a council to determine whether they
should, to save provisions, which &re very scarce,
put their women and children to death - and it was
lost by three votes only.

Soon thereafter, some of the hostiles under McQueen and
Francis, did menage to retreat into British territory near
Pensacole (Niles Weekly Register June 27, 18141297

From the Milledgeville Journal of June 17, == An
express from colonel Hawkins,... confirme the landing
of the enemy in Florida, Several intelligent chiefs
.»» state.,. that "the British have taken posses-
eion of Pensacola, and glven a large guantity of
arms and smmunition to the Seminolies... and that

8 number of the indlians, chiefly Seminolies and

Red Clubs, have joined them, to whom a Britlsh
officer delivered the following talk:

"I am 8ent to eee if the Indians were
destroyed in their war with the United States -
if not, to afford them help. I have some supplies,
and I will give each town four large cagks of
powder and some short muskets,” ®# * ¢

The prophete ohmerved to the Seminolieg... =~
"we have brought our dlfflicultles on oureelves,
without adviee from anyone - the old chiefs need
not expect we will ©be glven up. We have friends
now, and if they ettempt to follow us, we will
gpill their blocd. We have lost our country and
retreated to the sea side, where we will fight till
we are all destroyed ~ we are cocllected and find
a few more than & thousand warriors left."

It iz steted in another repert, that the
enemy's force does not excesd a thousand = that
gll the troops, with the exception of fifty, had
Ieft the island , but were to return in twenty
days ~ and that only two towns had received ammuni-
tion, the rest refusing to take it.

GColonel Hawkins observes in a letter of the 15th
to the governor.., that *"M*'Queen and Francis had
delivered themselves as prisoners to colonel Milton.
Several hundred of the deluded followers of the
prophets heve alsc surrendered themselves at our
millitary posts, and are fed by order of govern-
ment.” ..,

{A letter to the editor of the Register, from an
intelligent friend in the south... assures me that
the "Creek war is done.,”™ It geems the few stragglers
that remain hostile, are of themselves, to {sic

waak to mttempt any thing:; and the country is too
much exhausted to support & regular hostile force,)
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Another newspaper article of the time, however, reported
that McQueen and Francis had not surrendered {Niles Weekly
Register July 23, 181k4:353).

Pollowing Jackson'e decisive victory over the Creeks 8%
Horseshoe Bend, the war offlicially conecluded with the treaty
of Fort Jackson in 1814 (proclaimed in 1815}. In that
treaty a number of chiefs, many of them “friendly,” ceded
not only large tracts of lands occupied by hostiles, but
much ¢of that of the Creeks loyal to the U.3., as well, Short=-
ly thereafter, the United States took possession of Florida
and there continued the wars with hostile elements of the
Creeks, whlich soon became the Seminole Wars, To the north,
the Creeks were contained and largely subdued, although
sporadic hostilitiea continued into the 1830+s. Very quickly
the United States govermment cbtained control over the ({reeks
remaining in Alebama and CGeorgim. ZILater, with the compliecity
of chiefs such as William McIntosh {Featherstonhaugh 1844:14%),
the United States obtained cessions of the remaining Creek
lands in the east, By the late 1830*s, with the exception
of a few lsolated silottees, the U.3, had removed the Creeks

to Okiahomsa.



Chapter VII: Summary of

Conclusions and Interpretation

During the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries
the Creek Indians were transformed from a loose confedera-
tion of culturally relatad chiefdoms to a common subject
pecople of the United States. This study has attempted to
identify and delineate the major dynamies of change under-
lying that tranaformation. 1In addition, an effort has been
made to document in some detall the historical progresszian
of eventes by which these dynamics were manifest over time.
In doing so, we also have =suggested the outlines of an
analytical framework in which the actions of different ele-
ments of the Creek Nation preceding and during the Creek War
of 1813-1% might be understood as adaptational responses to
the ecological, economic, and political preesurea of the
time. Further research ls necessary to verify, document, and
elaborate the processes we have tentatively identified;
however, the interpretation offered here is consistent with
the historical record and, more impertantly, auggests avenues
for research in which anthropological and ethnohistorical
problems may be defined with greater precision.

The analysis presented in Chapter I indicates that
population pressure mey have been one of the meost baaic of

forces for social change operating on the Creek social
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gystem during the period of this study., The quality of the
available demographic data is uncertain; however, even a
conservative appraisal would suggest atrongly that the Creek
Indians were experiencing coneiderable populztion growth
during the several decades btefore the Creek War, Although
it would be difficult to demonstrate the causes of this
increase, we cffer three possible explanations, If it is
asgumed that through initisel), transitory contacts with
Europeans in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the
Creeks were exposed to lethal exotic diseases, the eighteenth
century population increase could be seen as a period of
demographic recovery following successful genetic adaptation
by the Creek populaticn. Secondly, the introducticon of
firearms, iron hoes, and other Eurocpean tools may have had
an initial beneficial effect on the ecoclogicel adaptation
of the Creeks, improving efficiency in the use of available
Tood resources. Pinslly, the increase in Creek population
might alsc have been a result of the incorporation of other
indlviduals and groupa displaced by white settlement of the
territory surrounding the Creeks. All of thase factors could
have played a role in the demographic zrowth of the Creeks.
Whatever the cause, or causes, growth of the Creek
population would have placed an increased burden on the sub-
Bistence system. Such a demand would have been further
complicated by the gradual constricetion of the Creek land base
resulting from white settlement and the cession of lands to

whites under economic and political presgure. Once the Creeks
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became dependent upon trade goods, the population pronlenm
would have been further exscerbated by the increasing costs
of the items for which the Creeks traded skins.

Initially, Creek involvement in trade with whites was
presumably beneficial to the Indians. The acquisition of
guns, cloth, knives, and metal containers probably increased
the effectiveness of the Creeks® exploitation of their envi-
ronment, as well as being work-saving devices in their own
right. However, as we have suggested, trade may have had an
early deletericus effect on the horticuitural sector aof the
Creek economy. In the end, the Creeks became s¢0 indebted
to white traders that trade became a direct instrument for
the seizure of additional Creek lands through the device of
forcing ceggiaons of land to satisfy debts,

The United States government attempted to break the
cycle of Creek peonage to private traders -- particularly
those comnected with the British, by establishing the Factory
System and through Hawking* “eivilization™ program., These
efforts were only modestly successful. The records suggest
that these U,S., efforts met with most succesa among those
Creeks who were ih closest proximity to United States instal-
lations and who were already beginning to feel the "pinch*
of a declining peltry market, Probably, these were also the
groups in most direét competition with whites and which had
had a longer history of intensive white trade, 4ll the Lower
Creek towns were in this situation, but many of the Upper

towns were as well, Nonetheless, resistance, or at least
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non-acceptance, characterized many of the Creeks® response

to these government programs., It seems reascnable to assume
that the strongest resistaﬁce cama from those Creekxs wmost
removed from the arsas of U.S, influence, namely, those in
weatern Alabama., These were also the Creeks who were most
accessible te British influence from Floride, in part as a
result of the MeGillivray-Panton alliance of a decade earlier.
Whether they recognized it or not, with the benerfit of hind-
sight, it would appear that those Creeks who did accept the
U.S. programs of the 1790's and early 1800ts were merely
exchanging economic bondage for political tutelage. MNonethe-
less, for many Creeks the period of Hawkinst early administra~
tion was one in which commercial hunting remained a viable
occupation, even if not as luerative as it once had been.
Moreover, livestock, whether doneszticated or free-ranging,
provided an additional resource for sustaining the new,
less-settled way of life which trade and commercial hunting
had stimulated initially in the mid-eighteenth century.

At first, relations between the Creeks and the Eurcpeans,
and later the Americans, took the form of a omutuzlly reward-
ing “business” relationship -~ skins for trade goods, However,
as the purchasing power of the Creeks dwindled, the Americans
hecame more desirous of land than hides, and the United States
became increasingly concerned with raintaining its own auto-
nomy as & fledgling nation, the two peoples were at ap impasse
which could not be resolved through previous patterns of

mitual accommodation. The Unlted States could not tolerate
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within its borders a decentralized, and thus uncontrollsabie,
mini-power potentially alisned with their own former colonial
masters, the British, For their part the Creeks were fast
approaching the 1imits of the economic boom which white trade
initially had been, Since the Creeks were hemmed in orn all
sides by other Indians and whites, "flight” was net a viable
solution to their problems. Soon, the only solutions avail-
able would be either "to fight fem or join tem.»

The acceptance or rejection of the Pactory System and
the “civilization" program in part depended on political
fagtors., McCGillivray zppears to have advanced the prineiple
of legitimization of authority through the control of trade,
as well as prowess in warfare. Indirectly, the United States
govermment contributed to the same development by distri-
buting annuities to recognized local leaders and negotiating
with them for lands and other rights, So, whether a2llied
with Hawkins and the factories or with the British and the
Pensacola trading houses, Creek leaders seem to have been
basing their appeals to authority on the same principles of
controcl of access to white goods and connections with powerful
whites. Which side Creek leaders took seems to have been
largely a matter of geography and historical accident. How-
ever, one important difference between the two factione lay
in the control of physical force, Largely as a result of
McGillivrayts influence, encouraged by the British and the
Spanish, one faction of the Creeks became increasingly

militaristic in their political life, while the chiefs =zl1lied
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with Hawkins were willing to concede the use of physical
foree to the United States authorities in return for whatever
economic and political benefits they might enjoy.

Meanwhile, traditional bases of authority and legiti-
macy, and thus political stability, were being ercded by
external influences, Although experience in warfare had
heen the primary vehicle to political prominence in the
traditional Creek social structure, this military principle
of the native authority structure was balanced bty ecivil
authority tased on the control of the communal resources of
the town. The tendency toward the dispersal of towns, stim-
uiated by hunting and reliance upon livestock, which was
explicitly encouraged by agents of the United States, proba-
bly had the effect of undermining the traditional, horticul-
turally predicated politico-religious institutions of the
Creeke, More importantly, the United States government
continued efforts to eliminate the principle of c¢lan revenge,
and perhaps secondarily such develeopments as McGillivray's
institution of a personal court, struck at the very founda-
tion of the native authority system, Thua, restraints
derived from corporate kin institutions, and the structure
of town governments as well, tended to be undercut by the
increasing support which the U.S., was giving to a strong,
centralized Creek National Assembly. ¥Xinship institutions
may have continued to have been important in the regulation
of marriage and in the internal control of their members,

but even here, as Eggan (1966} has shown, acculturative
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pressure eventually caused a radical shift even in Creek
kinehip nomenclature, away fror a terminological system
congistent with matrilinesl institutions and toward s system
like that of whites, In sum, the traditionsl kinship bases
of legitimate authority tended to be invalidated through
direct manipulation of Creek law by United States officilsals,
leaving individuailistic tendencies toward political aggran-
dizement unchecked and perverting the exlisting militaristic
teneione in Creek politicel 1ife. |

Ironicelly, pacification by external powers and the
practicel necessity of maintaining peace for purposes of
trade tended to rclose off opportunities for political advance-
ment through military channels. Thus, many ambitious young
Creeks probably were willing subjects for any appeal 1o
military solutions to the growing problems of the Creeks.
Conversely, those chiefs who had opted for the military and
political backing of the United States as the bagis for
their authority and influence had strong incentive to resist
any warring tendencies of their people. Desiring to contain
and neotralize the potential power of the Creeks as a mili-
tary prower in thelr own right, or as British allies, the
United States govermment appears to have done much to bolster
the scope of the Creek confederacy and transformed it into
the Creek Nation under a system of indirect control through
"clagsification" of towns and paid chiefs. Given that ori-
girally the Creek confederacy was rather loose=knit and lack-

ing in control over the member towns, describing the events
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of 1811-1813 as a "civil war" presumes that the Creek Nation
had legitimate authority over all the Creeks and their
towns. It iz questionable that many of the Creeks hed ever
cohceded such authority teo the Netion in the first place.

Durinz the late 17%0*s and early 1E00's the economic
situation for the Creeks was worsening to the point that it
wes no longer possible for any of the Indians to avoid the
reality of their dependence on trade goods and thelr dwind-
1ling buyinz power. Immediately following 1B00 there appears
to have been a sharp rise in Upper Creek population, and a
decline in that of the Lower Creeks {See Appendix 4), prices
for goods were e=scalating, increasing numbers of whites
were penetrating Creek territory, and the supply of game may
very well have declined as more and more hides were regquired
to purchase groods. AS Hawkins had done before him, Tecumseh
attemptad to break the cycle of dependency. Tecumseh and his
Creek prophets, however, sought a magical and military solu-
tion to the protlem, AdArawing their "Red Stick” followers from
those who benefitted least from the Factory System and were
least compromised by Hawkins* program,

In the end, neither Hawkins nor Tecumseh, the United
States government nor the Red Sticke solved the problems of
the Creeks. However, when the two "programs® clashed in the
host%}iﬁigsdénspired by Teecumseh and efforts by the Nation and
the ﬁiﬁﬁ&ﬁgnaax# chisfs to assert their hegemony over ail the
Creeks, the United States was handed the rationale to use

troops to defeat the Creeks and seize their lands under
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reparation stipulations of treaties., Althousgh the trading
economy lingered on following the Creek War, it was only &
matter of time before the continuing indebtedness of the
Creeks and the firm domination of their politiecal life by
the United States left the Indians economically, politically,
and militarily powerless ‘o resist their removal to Oklahoma.
Hostile and Friendly alike were no longer useful tc the
growing American nation. A few remained in the East presumably
to become acsimilated as private citizens, but the Creek Nation
as a political body was allowed to exist only under close
supervision of the United States government, far from their
former domain.

The foregoing interpretation would reguire much more
research to be fully supported or rejected. 1In particular,
the ecology of the region during the late 1700'a - early 1800's
must be studied in more detail; further analyses of the poli~
tical structure of the Creek confederacy, Nation, and specific
towns are needed; and more exascting examination of the parti-
culars of Creek relations with both United States agents and
private trading houses are regquired, Nevertheless, this
interpretation has suggested the broad outlines of social
change processes within which the significance of apecific
historic events can be broucht into focus.

At times our analysis may have seemed overly materialis-
tic. However, the reevaluation of source materials necessaAry
for this stiudy clearly suggests that "eultural” explanations

for the complexities of Creek history have been overdrawn
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and, in particular, acculturative differences between Upper
end Lower Creeks have been exaggerated. Indeed, we would
argue that purely cultural differences became a prohlem
only late in Creek=-white relations, after the Creeks lost
their economic usefulness to the Americans but the Indians
still constituted a potential military threat. Even then
cultural conflicts, as cpposed to social conflicts, were
incidental and indirecit consequences of efforts of agents
of the United States to exercise economic and political
control over the Creeks.

Admittedly, in our analysis and interpretation we some-
times have expressed our arguments in almost faddish, contem-
porary social science terms. This has been done intentionally
to highlisht the faect that from an anthropological peoint of
view, The Creek War of 1812~14 and the developments surround-
ing it must be understood not only as an historically unique
get of events, but also as an expression of the operation of
general principles of economic, political, and social change

which are not bound to any particular time or place.




Appendix At Statistical Reconstruction
of Creek Population -- 1738-1832
by
Kemneth J. FPlante

Table ¥ presentz an alternative interpretation of the
basic warrior/men census data compiled by Swanton (1922
k36-443}, also incorporating the Atkin census of 1755.

Rather than use a gtraight multiple of 3.5 to determine the
overall population, it is felt that a more accurate projec-
tion may be ascertalned by uvsing a multiple of & or 3.5,
depending upon the nature of the raw data. Then multiplying
the regulting population %y a factor to correct for the
marked differences from one census toc another in the number
of towns/villages enumerated,

As noted in Footnote I, Chapter I (page 10}, Swan (1855:
263) speculated that the "useless old men, the women and
children may be reckoned as three times the number of gun-men,”
which ia indicative of a 4:1 ratio of gunmen to the overall
population, Thus, whenever census Ffigures are based upon
numbers of gun-men, hunters, or warriora, a multiple of & is
used to determine the overall population, “Men,"” however, is
interpreted as including “useless old men” (Ibid.) as well as
adolescent males who contribute to the overall subsistence

pattern of the village, but who have yet to display their
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courage and physical prowess in battlie, and thus have yet
to be formally recognized as "warriors." This group would
represent a considerably larger proportion of the population,
and & retic of 3,5:1 (men:total population) is considered to
be & fairly reascnable estimate.

The disparity between the various censuses in the number
of towns recorded can be somewhat rectified by the use of
a correction factor based upon the ratio of towns enumerated
to the probable number of towns exiating at the time of the
census., The obtain this, each town =5 listed by Swanton
(1922:434-437) waz screened for its appearance in the census
data through time, Thus, for example, a town included in
the censuses of 1761 and 1792 but not mentioned by Taitt in
1792, is presumed to have been in existence in 1792, and isg
included in the "probable number of towns" figure. On the
other hand, a town noted in 1761 but never again menticned is
presumed to have disbanded or moved soon thereafter, and
thus is not included in the "probable" total. The town
correction feetor is unigue to each census peried.

The graphs and Table VI, following Table V¥, reveal
sharp increases in Creek population during the period 1780-
1813, This rapid increase in population and the accompanying
decrease in available land is considered to be one of the

principle caugee of the Creek War of 1813-14,
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Table VI

Unner towns:

X

1738
1750
1755
1760
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1799
1832
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Ponulation Estimate for the Treek Confederacy Tor the
TPericd Immediately Preceding the Creek Wer
of 1813-14 Using & Regressicn {Least-Souares) Line

T .I?.I

e {x—1760) {y=10,000) x! x'y!
L5711 =22 el Lay 115,438
3028 -10 -6G72 190 65,720
LTTR -5 -5220 25 26,110
9284 0 -Txb o] 0
£553 i ~3L4T 1 =3, kU7
GEQD 12 -3400 1hk -40,800
genn 32 -750 102k =24 000
13736 39 3769 1521 145,704
21753 T2 J11733 518k 8Ll 776
r. 119 10LA5 EIED 3,140, oLB
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100257T.5/6009. 56

1L45.10

= 13.22

ljlﬁl

(¥ - ©ox)
D}x *

i

= 10LES =

1162.18

1162.78 = {(1hs.10)(13.22)
Elhg 10) x + {1162,78 ~ 1918.22)
(1k5.10)%y - T55.b4

Thus for the year 1813 we have:
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ot
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(155.101(53) - 735.4kb
64934, 86

6935 + 10,000

16,535
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Takle VI {con%t.):

Lower towns:

X ¥ {x-1760} x= Xy
1738 2650 -22 LAk -58,300
1750 1393 -10 100 -13,830
1755 5200 -5 25 -21,000
1760 3605 0 0 0
itél 3080 1 1 3,080
1772 b7oh 12 14k 56,400
1768 AULT 32 1024 206,304
1799 8600 39 1521 335,400
1832 THOB 72 518k 533,376

T k2083 119 L83 1,0L1,330

n==u

Yy = [Exy _ (Exi(ﬁ*{}] ;’[ExE - (Enx}e]

f1on1330 - (119)(42083) /9] / [BUB3 - (119}2/9]
[L041330 - 556430.77] / [8483 - 1573.L4]
LEhEBOG, 3/6609.56

mn

0 n

T0.178
X =119 = 13.22 ¥ = 42083 = h675.89
9 g

?,j bx% + (¥ -bx)
(70.178)xy + k675.89 - (70.178)(13.22)
(70.178)x3y + (4675.89 - 927.753)

{Tﬂ.lTﬁ}xj + 3ThT.2LT

Thus for the year 1813 we have:

{(70.178) (53} + 3747.2k7
ThéER, 681

Th67

¥

I

n

Thus we have a total Creek population of:
Upper: 16,235
Lower: 7,467

2k Loz

Now, using the 1:h ratio of gun-men or werriors to the totel nopulation, we
can estimate the purber of =zveilable warriors at the cutbreak of the Creek
Yar to have besn £,100.
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Appendix Bt A Brief Chronoleogical
Outline of Important Events in
Creek Indian History - 1685-18133

Traders from Charleston wventured into the Creek
territory, bringing with them a "wealth of
commodities that the Creeks had never known to
exchange for thinges for which the Creeks had
hitherto had no market* (Cotterill 1954:18),

Creeks furnish Carolinians a force of 500 warricrs
to stop a Spanish advance on the Flint River,

Creeks send an army of 1000 into Florida and
conpletely desiroyed the Apalachee province,

Formal alliance formed by the Creeks with the
province of Carolina.

Fort Toulouse establiched; Capt. Marchand in
command .

Carolina "disciplined the private leaders by
forbidding private trade and... substituted for
it a system of public stores on the Savannah, to
which the Indians were invited to bring their
peliry for exchange" (Cotterill 1954:21),
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Cregks moved their Ocmulgee towns to “their old
rositions on the Chattahcochee River in support-
ing nearness to the main Muscogee bedy in Alabams.
Gathering around them there and on the Flint the
Hitchitee people of southarn Georgia and the

Euchee people who had moved down from the Tennessee,
they perfected from these discordant elements in
combination with the Choctaw Alabamas, and the
Upper Muscogees that union thereafter celled the
Creek Confederation" (Cotterill 1954:21),

A “"peace" negotiated with Carolina designating the
Savannah River as the Creek-Caroline boundary,

Capt. Marchand killed at Fort Toulouse.

Georgia settled as & British colony.
Creeks met with Oglethorpe in Coweta, agreed on
rates of exchange for trade, and “gave him title

to a restricted tract of land on the lower
Savannah* {Ibid, :25).

Lachlan McGillivreay arrived in Carclina from
Scotland.

war of Jenkin's Ear

Creck-Choctaw War
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Lachlan MeCGillivray married Sehoy Marchand

Alabamas removed their towns to the Tombigbee
valley

France ceded to Great Britain all land claims east
of the Mississippi; Spain ceded Florida to Great
Eritain M

England decreed Florida should be formed into two
govermments, calling the provinces East and West
Florida

The Southern tribes ended their participation in
the French and lndian War "in a peace conference
at Augusta , Georgia, where ... the Creeks,
mostly from the Lower Towns, ceded to the British
their lands east of a line beginning on the lower
Savannah and running obliquely acrosz the Ogee-
chee to the Altamaha™ (Ibid.:32-33).

Capt. George Johnetone first British governor of
Fleride

Hon. Peter Chester assumed role as governor af
the province of West Florida, succeeding the Hon,
Hontforte Brown whe had in turn reliesved Gov,
Elliot, successor of Johnstone.

".+oCherokees and Creeks... assembled at Auvgusta,
at the instance of S5ir James Wright, the governor,
and John Stuart, superintendent of Indian Affairs
+++ to cede land to compensate George Galphin for
debts due* {Pickett 1851IIt13=-14),
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Creeks attacked Sherrillts Fort and killed seven
people

Creek delegation met with American commissicners
at Augusta, "where they were impartured by George
Galphin to stay out of the war [American Revolu=-
tion], to rely on the Americans for trade, and to
gxpel the British asgents from the nation®
(Cotterill 1954:41),

British appointed Alexander NeGillivrey as assig-
tant commissary.

William Bartram traveled through Southeastern ©.S.

American settlements on the Mobile and Tensaw
Rivers as far north as the Tombigbee

Mobile surrendered {British) to the Spanish

Lachlan McGillivray returned to Scotland, leaving
wife Sehoy and children in Alabama,

Great Britain warranted and confirmed to Spain the
province of West Florida, and ceded to her East
Florida

Alezander McGillivray made treaty with Spain as
"Empercr of the Creeks”
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Border clashes between Creeks and Georglans,
fomented by the Spanish

Spanish adwit FPenton, Leslie and Company into
Fensapola

Meeting at Galphinton betwsen members of Congress
and Creeks - only two town chiefs and 60 warriors
showed up

Georgia Legislature estatblished a county ecalied
Houston (modern Alabama counties of Lauderdale,
Jackaon, Limestone and Madison.)

Richard Winn appointed Indian superintendent

Meeting at Roeck Lending with commissigners from
Washington

Gov. Telfair of Georgia approved first Yazoo sale

Treaty of New York, whereat the boundaries of

the Creek nation were established a=:
"Beginning where the old line strikes
the river Savannah; thence up the said
river toc a place on the most northern
branch of the same, commonly called the
Keowee, wherea N.E. line toc be drawn from
the top of the Ocenna mountain shall
intersect; thence aleng the said line in
a 5,%. direction to Tugelo river; thence
to the top of the Currabee mountain;
thence to the source of the main south
branch of the Oconee river, called the
Appalachee; thence down the middle of said
main gouth branch end river Oconee to its
confluences with the Oakmulgee, which form
tThe Altamshas end thence down the middle of
the Altamaha to the o0ld line on the maid
river, and thence along the said line to
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river St. Maryts.
The Creeks cede all c¢laim N, and E. of the
foregoing boundaries,” {Royce 189G:652)

McGillivray appointed Superintendent of Creek
Nation by Spain, with an annual salary of $2,000,

End of firgt Yazoo sale

MeGillivray*s salary increased to $3,500.

MeGillivray died at Pensacola

The Chehaw Creeks, Iinstigated by William Burgess,

a trader with 3panish interests, plundered the store
of Robert Seagrove, killing four whites.

George Washinglon authorized Gov, Telfair of

feorgia to enlist A few companies of militia for

the protection of Georgia from Creek depredations.
Georgians destroy Little Cakfusgkee

Clash between Gen, Sevier and Creeks at Etowah

bieeting of Seagrove with Creeks at Tuckabahchee

Forts Advence and Defiance established by Elijah
Clarke

U.5. Factory egstahlished at Colerain
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As a2 result of the second Yazoc szle hundreds of
people emigrated to the Tombighy and Mississippi,

Treaty at Colsrain, Georgia.

"By article 3 the Creeks concede to the
U.8, the right to establish a trading or
military post on the S, side of the Alta-
meha river, on the hluff about 1 mile
above Beard's bluff, or anywhere lower
down ‘the river, and to amnnex theretc a
tract of land 5 miles square, bordering
on one side on the the river.

By article 4 the Creeks conceded a general
right to the U.S. to establish necessary
military or trading posts within their
territory, with reservations of 5 miles
square of lend attached with the stipu-
lation that whenever any of the posts
shall be abandeoned the land shall revert
to the Indians.* {(Ibid.:658)

U.8. Factory moved to Fort Wilkinson

Congress created Missiesippl Territory with capital
at Natchez; West Florida became part of the Missie-
sippi Territory

Lt. McLeary took possessicn of old Fort St. Stephens
on the Tombigbee from Spain,

Fort Stoddard established three miles below union
of the Alabama and Tombigbee Rivers

Indians stop the marking of the U,5, boundary with
Spanish Florida
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Population along the Tombigbee River: 750 (500
wnites, the remaining 250 assumed to he slaves;
the Indian pepulation was not accurately recorded)

Treaty at Fort Wilkinson, Georgia by which
"The Creeks agreed cede to the U.5., all

land between the following bounds and
the lines of the extinguished c¢laims of
said nation heretofore ascertazined and
established by treaty: Beginning at the
upper extremity of the high shoals of
the Appalachee river, the same being a
branch of the Oconee river, and on the
southern bank of the =ame, running thence
a direct course to a noted ford of the
S. branch of Little river, called by the
Indians Chattochneechatchee: thence a
direct line t¢ the main branch of Commig-
sionert's creek where the same is inter-
sected by the path leading from the Rock
landing to the Ocmulgee 0ld Towns; thence
a direct line to Palmetto creek, where
the same is intersected by the Uchee
path leading from the Oconee to the
Cemulgee river; thence down the middle
waters of the zaid creek to Qconee
river, and with the western bank of the
same to 1ts junction with the Ocmulgee
river: thence across the Ocmulgee river
to the 5, bank of the Altamaha river, and
down the same at low=-water mark to the
lower bank of (oose creek, and from thence
by a direct line to the mounts on the
margin of the Oketinocan swamp, raised
and established by the Commissioners of
the U.S5. and Spain at the head of St.
Mary*s river; thence down the middle waters
of said river to the point where the old
line of demarcation strikes the same;
thence with the said old line to the
Al tamaha river and up the same to Goose
creek,” (Ibid.:660, 662),

Trading house established at St, Stephene.
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Louisiana Purchase

Ey a supplementary Act of Congress, the tract of
land south of Tenneessee between Georgia on the
east and Louisiana on the west was added to the
Missicsippi Territory.

The Creeks signed a treaty agreeing to
“cede to the U.S. 21l right to a certain

tract hetween the Oconee and Ocmulgee
rivere, bounded as follows: Beginning
at the High shoals of Apalacha, where

the line of the treaty of Port Wilkinsen
touches the samei thence running in a
straight 1ine to the mouth of Uleofau-
hatche, it being the first large branch
or fork of the Ocmulgee above the Seven
islands, provided, however, that if the
gald line should strike the Ulcofauhatche
at any place ahove 1ts mouth, that it
ghall continue round with that stream so
as to leave the whole of it on the Indian
gside; then the boundary to continue from
the mouth of the Ulceofavhatche, by the -
water's edge of the Ocmulgee river, down
to it junction with the Oconee; thence
up the Oconee t¢ the present boundary

at Tauloohatchee creek; thence up said
creek, and following the present boundary
line, %o the first-mentioned bounds, at
the high shoals of Apalacha.

From the feregoing cession the Creek

reserve a tract 5 miles in length and 3
in breadth, and bounded as follows:
Beginning on the eastern shore of Ocmul-
gee river, at 2 point 3 miles on a straight
line above the mouth of & creek called
Oakeboneoolgan, which empties into the
Oemulgee near the lower part of what is
called the 0id Ocmulgee fields: thence
running 3 milee eastwardly, on a course
at right angles with the general course
of the river for 5 miles below the point
of beginning; thence from the end of the
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3 miles to run 5 miles parallel with the
said course of the river: thence west-
wardly at right angles with the last-
mentioned line to the river, and by the
river to the beginning.

Upon this tract ithe U.S, reserve the right
to erect a military or trading post.

The Creek further agree that the 0.5,
shall have a right to a horse path
through the Creek country, from the
Oemulgee to the Mobile, in such direction
as the President shall consider most
corventient. {Ibid.:670, 672}

1806

16 Oct: U,S, Factory moved to Fort Hawkins {Macen, Georgia)

"Horse path of 1805 widened into a wagon path:
"Lieutenant Luckett with a party of soldiers cut
out a road, called the "Federal Road,: through
the Cre¢ek country, from a point on the Chatta-
hoochee River %o Mim's Ferry on the Alabama,..”™
{Halbert and Bail 1895:3)

5 Augs Tecumseh leaves Yincennes for the Creek country
with 20 men

1812

26 Mar: Thomas Meredith murdered on the post road at
Kittome

25 May:  William Lott murdered. It was alsc reported that
iwo families were massacred along the Duck River
in Tennessaee,

13 June: War declared between the United States and Great
Britain

19 July: Indians who murdered Meredith caught and killed
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mand [ed] an equivalent for all expenses incurred

1813

12 Feb: "By an act of Congress... General James Wilkinson
«++ authorized to proceed to ¥obile, then held by
Spaniards, and to take possession™ (Ibid,:87).
The Spanish departed on April 12 without resisting,

25 June: FProphet Francis with 300 hostile Creeks encamped
at the Holy Ground.

28 June: General Fluornory ordered Brigadisr-General T. L.
Claiborne, with 600 WMississippi volunteers, to
march from Baton Rouzge to FMount Vernon, Alabama
in order to defend the frontier from English,
Spanish, or Indian attack.

27 July: Battle of Burnt Corn

Augs William Weatherford joins the "Red Sticks®

30 Aug: assacre at Fort Mims

1 Sep: Kimball- James massacre

12 Sep: Fort Singuefield attacked

Oect: Bashi skirymish

29 Cct: Engasgement at Littafuchee

3 Nov: Battle of Tallassechatches

2 Nowvi Battle of Talladega

18 Nov: Hillabee Massgpeore

23 Novi Battle of Autossee

23 Dec: Holy Ground Campaign

1814

22 Jan: Battie of Emuckiau

24 Jan Batile of EZnitachopro

27 Jan: Calabee Valley Fight

27 Mar: Battle of Horseshoe Bend

S Aug: Treaty of Fort Jackson. "The United States de-

in
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progsecuting the war to itz termination
hy a cession of all the territory belong-
ing to the Creek nation, within the
limits of the U-Sr’ lying W., 5-. and
southeastwardly of & line to be run as
followss Beginning at 2 point on the
eagtern bank of Coosa river, where the

S. boundary line of the Cherokee nation
erossaes the same; thence down the Coosa
river, with its eaztern bank, to a point
1 mile above the mouth of Cedar creek at
Fort Williams; thence E. 2 miles; thence
5. 2 miless thence W. to the eastern

bank of Coosa river; thence down the
egetern bank thereof to a2 point oppo-
aite the upper end of the great falls
{called by the nativez Woetumka); thence
E. from a true meridian line t¢ a point
due M. of the mouth of (O0fucshee, on the
5., side of Tallapeoosa river; thence up
the =ame to a point where a direct course
will ¢rosg the same at the distance of
12 miles from the mouth thereof: thence

a direct line to the mouth of Summochico
creek, which empties into the Chetahouchie
river on the E. side, below the Eufaulau
town; thence E, from a irue meridian

line to a point which shall intersect

the 1ine dividing the lands claimed by
the Creek nation from those claimed and
owned by the state of Georgiae, If in
running £, from the wouth of Summcchico
creek it chall happen that the settlement
of the Kennards fall within the limits

of thiz ceszion, then the line shall be
run E. on &8 true meridian to Kitchofoonee
ereek; thence down the middle of the creek
to its junction with Flint river, imme-
diately below the Oskmulgee town: thence
up the middle of Flint river %o a point
due E, of that at which the above line
struck the Kitchofoonee creek; thence E,
to the old line dividing the lands claimed
by the Creaks from thoze claimed and
owned by the state of Georgia,

The U.5. demand the right to establish
military posts and trading houses and
to open roads within the territory still
retained by the Creeks,

Chiefs and warriors of the Creek nation who
were friendly to the U.S, during the Creek
war are each entitled to locate a regerve
of 1 square mile, to include their
improvements, 2= near the center as may
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be of the tract first above ceded.
(Royce 1899:478)

U4+ Factory moved to Fort Mitchell

At The Creek Agency on the Flint River, the Creeks

agreed to
"cede to the U,5, the following tract
of land, viz: Beginning at the mouth
of Goose creek, on the Alatamsha river;
thence along the line leading to the
mounts at the head of St. Mary*s river
to the point where it is intersected
by the line run by the commissioners
of the U.53. under the treaty of Fort
Jacksony thence along the =aid last-
mentioned line to a point where a line
leaving the same shall run the nearest
and a direet coursze by the head of a
creek, ecalled by the Indians Alcaza-
lekie, to the Ocmulgee river; thence
down the said Ccemulgee river to ite
junction with the Oconee, the two
rivers there forming the Alatamahau;
thence down the Alatamahau to the first-
mentioned bounds at the mouth of Goose
creek,

The Creeks slso cede to the U,S8., the
following tract, viz: Beginning at the
Migh shoals of the Appelachee river;
thence along the line designated by
the treaty of Nov, 14, 18135, to the
Ulcofouhatchie, it being the first large
branch or fork of the Ocmulgee above
the Seven islands; thence up the eastern
bank of the Ulcofouhatehie by the watert's
edge to where the path leading from the
High shosls of the Appaimchie to the
Shallow ford on the Chatahoechie crosses
the same, and from thence along the
sald path to the Shallow ford on the
Chatahechie river; thence up the Chata-
hoochie river, by the water's edge on
the eastern side, to Suwannee (14 Town:
thence by a direct line to the head of
Appalachlie; and thence down the eame to
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the Tirst-mentioned bounds at the High
shoels of Appalachie., (Ibid.:688}.

18 Jany Treaty at Indian Springs, Creek Nation, whereat
the Creeks ceded

*to the U,3, the land east of the

following boundaries, viz: Eeginning

on the E. Bank of Flint river where

Jacksonts line cresses, running thence

up the eastern bank of the game along

the waterts edze to the head of the
principal western branch: from thence
the nearest and a direct line to the

Chatahooche river, up the eastern bank

of the said river, along the waterrts

edge to the Shallow ford where the
yresent boundary line between the

state of Georgia and the Creek nation

touches the sald river, vprevided, however,

that if the =aid line should strike

the Chatahooche river below the Cregk

village Buzzard Roost, there shall be

a set=0if made, s0 as to leave the

said village 1 mile within the Creek

nation.

From the foregoing cession there is
reserved to the Creek nation the follow-
ing tracts:

1. One thousand acres to he laid off
in & square, so as to include the
Indian spring in the center thereof,

2. 5ix hundred and forty acres on the
western hank of Oakmulzee river,
so as to 1nclude the improvements
at present in the possession of
the Indian chief, General MecIntosh.

It iz elso agreed that the title and
possession of the following tracts of
land shall continue in the Creek nation
so long as the present occeupants shall
remain in personal possession thereof:
One mile square each, to include as
near as may be in the center thereof
the improvements of Michey Barnard,
James Barnard, Buckey Barnard, Cussena
Barnard, and Efavemathlaw, on the E.
side of Flint river, which reservations
shall constilute a part of the ceesion
made by the first article so soon acg
they shall be abandoned by the precent
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cocupants,

Tt is algo agreed that so long as the

U.S. continue the Creek agency at its
present sltuation on Flint river the
land included within the following
boundary, viz: Beginning on the E.
bank of Flint river at the mouth of

the Bozgy branch and running out at
right anzles from the river 11 miles;
thence up and parallel with the river

3 miles; thence parallel with the first
line to the river, and thence down the
river to the place of beginning, shail
be reserved to the Creek nation for

the uge of the U.S. agency and shall
constitute a part of the cession made
by the Tirst article whenever the agency
cshall be removed., {Ibid,:702)

William Werntherford died,

General Williem MeInftosh sicned the treaty at
Indian Springs, Georgia., The ({reek nation agreed

to

cede to the U,5. all lands lying within
the boundaries of the State of Georgia,
as defined by the compact of Apr. 24,
1802, between the U,3. and Georgia,

nar cecupled by said nation, or to
which said nation claims title.

The Cresk nation glec cede to the U,S,

all other lands occupied or claimed by
them lying N. and W. of a line to be

run from the first principal falls

upen the Chatauhoochie river, above
Cowetau town, to Ockfuskee 01d Town

upon the Tallapoosa, thence to the Cooza
river at or near a place called the
Hickory Ground,

It is further agreed that the U,S, will

give in exchange for the lands above
ceded the like guantity, acre for acre,
westward of the ¥ississippi, on the
Arkansas river, commencing at the mouth
of the Canadian fork thereof and running
wegtward between gaid rivers Arkansas
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and Canadian fork for quantity.

The Creeks alsp relinguish all right %o
the twe reservations at Indian Springs
and on the Ocmulgee river, respectively,
granted to General William MeIntosh by
treaty of 1821, (Ibid.:708)

Apra McIntosh killed by Menewe (Big Warrior) for his
role in signing the treaty at Indian Springs,
which violated the rules of the Confederacy.

24 Jan: As & result of McIntosh’s death,

The treaty concluded at Indian Springs,
Feb., 12, 1825, hetween the Creek nation
and the U,S5,, and ratified on Nar. 7,
1825, ...wag declared null and void.

Under the new provisions,

The Creek nation [agreed to] cede to the
U[S. -

1. All the land belonging to sald
nation in the state of Georgis
and lying on the E. side of the
middle of Chatahoochie river.

2. The general boundaries of the
foregoing cession also include
the tract reserved at Cakchoucool-
gan ereek by treaty of 1805,

3. Also tract reserved at Indian
Springs by treaty of 1821,

%, Also tract reserved at General
lMieIntogh's by treaty of 1821,

5. Also tract reserved for Creek agency
by treaty of 1821,

6. The Creeks also cede a tract lying
within the state of Georgia and
bounded as fellows: Beginning at
a point on the western bank of
Chatahoochie river, 47 miles below
the point where the boundary line
between the Creeks snd Cherokees
strikes the Chatahoochie river near
the Buzzard's Roost, measuring the
said distance in =2 direct line and
not followling the meanders of =aid
river; and from the point of begin-
ning running in a direet line to a
point In the boundary line between
the said Creeks and the Cherokees
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30 miles W, of the said Duzzard's
Roost; thence to the Buzzard's Roost,
and thence with the middle of s3aid
river to the place of beginning.

That portion of the Creek nation known
ag the friends and followers of the
late Gen. William Melntosh having
intimated to the U.S5, their desire to
remove W. of the Kississippi, it is
agreed with their assent that a depu-
tation of five persons shall be sent
by them to examine the Indian country
¥, of the Misgizsippl not within either
of the states or territories and not
nossessed by the Choctaws or Cherokees.
And the U.3. agree to purchase for them,
if the same can be done upon reasonable
terms, wherever they may select, a
country whose extent shall in the opin-
ion of the President be proportioned
to their numbers. (Ibid,:7lh)

1827

15 Novi *“The boundaries of the cession of Jan, 24,
1826, not having comprised, ms was
axpocted, 2ll the Creek lands within
the limits of Georgia, the Creek nation
now therefore cedes to the U,S5, all the
remaining land owned or claimed by the
Creek nation not oreviouszly ceded, which
on actual survey may be found to lie
within the chartered limits of Georgia.®
(Ibid.:720)

1832

24 Mar: "The Creek tribe of Indians cede to the U.S5. all

their land E, of the Mississippi River™ {Ibid,:?34%),
1833

14 Feb: Fort Gibson, on the Arkansas Rivers:
"The U,3. agree, with the consent of
the Creek and Cherokee delegates, this
day obtained, that the ¥uskogee or Creek
country W, of the Mississippi shall be
embraced within the following
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boundaries, viz: Beginning at the
mouth of the M. Fork of Canadian river,
and run nertherly 4 miles; thence run-
ning a straight line so as to meet a
line drawn from the 2. bank of the
Arkansas river opposite to the E. or
lower bank of Grand river, at itg
junction with the Arkansse, and which
runs a course 5. 44C W, 1 mile, to a
post placed in the ground; thence along
said 1ine to the Arkansas, and up the
same and the Yerdigris river to where
the cld territorial line crosses it;
thence along said line N, to a point

25 miles from the Arkansas river, where
the old territorial line crosses the
pame; thence running a line at right
angles with the territorial line afore-
said, or W. to the Mexico line: thence
along the said line southerly t¢ the
Canadian river, or to the boundary of
the Choctaw country; thence down said
river to the place of beginning., The
lines hereby defining the country of
the luskogee Indians on the N, and E.
tound the country of the Cherokees
along these courses, as setiled by the
treaty concluded this day between %the
U.5. and that tribe., The U,S. agree

to grant the foregeing lands by patent
in fee simple to the Creek nation =o
long as they shall exist as a nation
and continue to oceupy the country here-
by assigned them.

It is mutually agreed that the lands
agsigned to the Creek nation as above
shall be considered the property of the
whole Creek nation, including those
residing E. of the Missiseippi., It
is also agreed that the Seminole Indians
of Florida, whose removal is provided
for by their {reaty of May 9, 1832,
shall have a permanent home on the landsg
set apart for the Creeks, and the Semi-
noles will hereafter be considered a
constituent part of the Creek nation,
out are to bte located on some part of
the Creek country by themselves,

It is agreed that the country above
provided for the Creeks shall be taken
in lieu of and considerzd to be the coun-
try provided or intended to be provigded
by the treaty of Jan, 24, 1826, with
the Creeks, for their occupation
(Ibid. 1746, 748).
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DRAWING OF FORT MIMS,

. Foond amcong (M, Cindbdros’s mdnaecnpt paperd,

s il s
REFERENCES. e e o -
1 Biock House. S 14 Ensign Chatnbliss’ Tenl.
¢ Picheis cut sway by the Indizns. 18 Ensign Gibbs'.
i Geard’s Statien. : 16 Randon's,
taard House, 1% Capizin Middlelorn's.

T WWesiern (Fale, but not up. 18
wor s Cate was shot, bat 2 hole 19
was eut through by the Indians. 20

- ouptain Bailey's Suation, 22
- “iexdham's House. 23
+ Mrs, Dyer's House. 21
titchen. 25

T Mima' House. 26

S lindents House,
23 Oid Gate-way—open,

Captain Fack's Station.
Part-holes taken by Iodians,
51 Port-holes tuken by Indians.
Major Bea-ley's Cabim.
Captain Jack’s Company.
Captain Middleton's Company,
Where Major Beasley (el
Fastorn (ute, where the [n-
dians entered.

Man I¥: Diagrem of Fort Mims (Pickett 1851:1T:2%5)
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Map VI: Diagram of the Battle of
Horseshoe Bend {Logsing 186%9:780)

General Jackson... proceeded from the Coosa
on the 24th of March, and reached the southern
extremity of the New Youca on the 27th, at a place
called the Horse~Shoe Bend of the Tallapoosa,
Nature furnishes few situations so eligibie for
delence, and here the Creeks, by the direction of
thier prophests, had made their last stand., Across
the neck of the peninsula formed by the curvature
of the river they had erected a breast-work of
the greatest compactness and strength, from five
to eight feet high, and provided with a double row
of port-holes, artfully arranged. In this place
they considered themselves perfactly securer as
the assailants could not approach witheout being
exposed to a double and cross fire from those who
lay behind the breasi-works. The area thus enclosed
was little short of one hundred acres. The warriors
from the Oakfuskee, Oakshaya, and Hillabee towns,
the Fish Ponds, and the Eupauta towns, were here
collected, in number exceeding a thousand,

186
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Early in the morning of the 27th, general
Jackson, having encamped the preceding night
within £ix miles of the Bend, detmched general
Coffee, with the mounted men and nearly the whole
of the friendly 1lndian force, to pass the river
at a ford about three miles helow the Creek encamp-
ment, and instructed him to surround the Bend in
such a manner, that none of the savages should
effect their ezcape by crossing the river. With
the remainder of his force, he advanced to the
roint of land which led to the front of the breast-
work; and at half past ten, planted his artillery
on a small eminence within eighty yards of the
nearest, and two hundred and fifty of the farthest
point of the works, A brisk cannonade was opened
upcon the centres and a severe fire directed with
musketry and rifles, whanever the Indiane ventured
to show themselves above or outside of their
defences, In the menatlme, general Coffee, having
crossed below, had advenced towards the villaze,
When within half & mliie of that part whlch stood
at the extremity of the peninsula, the Indians
uttered their yell. Coffee, expecting an immediaste
attack, drew up his men in order of battle, and in
this manner, continued to move forward, The friend-
ly Indians had previously taken poSsession of the
bank of the river, for the purpose of preventing
the retreat of the enemy: but they no gooner heard
the artiliery of Jackson, and saw the approach of
Coffee, than they rushed to the bank, while Coffee's
militia, in consequence, were obliged to remain
in order of battle, The former were unable to remain
silent spectators: some began to fire across the
stream, about one hundred yards wide, while others
plunged into the river, and swimmingz across, brought
Lack & number of eanges, In these the greatar
part embarked, and landing on the peninswla, ad-
vanced into the village, drove the enemy from their
huts up to the fortifications, and continued to
annoy them during the whole action., This movement
of the Indians rendered It neceesary that a part of
Coffee's line should take their place.

General Jackson finding that his arrangements
were complete, ylelded at length to the earnest
solleitetions of his men to be led to the charge,
The regular troops, led by coloner Williams and
major Montgomery, were in a moment in possession
of the nearest part of the btreagst-works: +he mili-
tia accompanied them with equal firmness and intre-
pldity, Having maintained for a few minutes a very
obstinate contest, muzzle to muzzle, through the
port-holes, ...they succeeded in gaining the opposite
side of the works, The event could no longer be



doubtful; the enemy, although many of them fought
with that kind ¢f bravery which desperation in-
spires, were routed and cut to pieces. The whole
wargin of the river whieh surrcunded the peninsula
was strewed with the slain, Five hundred and Tifty-
geven were found dead, besides those thrown into
the river by their friends or drowned in attempt-
ing to fly. No more than fifty, it was supposed,
escaped. ., ..About three hundred women and children
were taken prisoners. Jackson's loss was, twenty-
gix Americens killed, and one hundred and seven
wounded: eighteen Cherckees killed, and thirty-six
woundeds and five friendly Creeks killed, and eleven
wounded,

This most decisive victory put a&n end to the
war with the Creeks.... [Brackenridge 1846:194-196],
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